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An Invitation

We hope this report has succeeded in giving a flavour of what the
Institute of Advanced Study and Durham University are trying to achieve
and what has already been achieved in a very short period of time.  An
Institute that spans all disciplines, engages in dialogue across traditional
academic boundaries and beyond the ‘ivory towers’ of academia, in order
to create new thinking about the big ideas that will change the world.
We welcome your active engagement with our programme.  Do please
visit our website, participate in our programme if you are able, suggest
topics and names of individuals we should support, and contribute in
other ways to help ensure that the Durham IAS will continue to help
catalyse frontier knowledge in exciting and socially useful ways.
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The Institute of Advanced Study was launched in October 2006, as a flagship
project to commemorate Durham University’s 175th Anniversary, reaffirming the
value of ideas and the public role of universities. The IAS aims to cultivate new
thinking on ideas that might change the world, through unconstrained dialogue
between the disciplines as well as interaction between scholars, intellectuals and
public figures of world standing from a variety of backgrounds and countries.
The Durham IAS is one of only a handful of comparable institutions in the world
that incorporate the Sciences, Social Sciences, the Arts, and the Humanities,
and is the only Institute of Advanced Study in the UK to do so. 

The focal point of the IAS is a programme of work associated with, but not
exclusive to, an annual research theme. At the core of this work lies a
prestigious Fellowship programme. Every year, we invite at least twenty highly
creative individuals to spend up to three months at the IAS. They are located in
Cosin’s Hall, a magnificent and spacious 18th century mansion which, together
with Durham Cathedral and Durham Castle, forms part of Palace Green,
dominating the World Heritage Site of Durham Peninsular. During their stay,
Fellows engage with departments and colleges, deliver public lectures and
seminars, and, above all, join an international community of researchers to
address the theme selected for that year. They contribute to a rich programme 
of conferences, workshops, and seminars led by scholars at Durham to address
different aspects of the Institute’s annual theme, and they leave the IAS with a
publication for our web based series Insights, based on new thinking and
dialogue developed during their time at the Institute.

The inaugural IAS theme was ‘The Legacy of Charles Darwin’, chosen to
anticipate the bicentenary of Darwin’s birth in 2009.  The theme attracted 
far-reaching interest, enabling us to recruit 16 fellows from a diverse range 
of disciplines including archaeology, philosophy, veterinary science and
microbiology. The IAS Fellowship scheme is not just about recruiting the very
best to Durham, it is also about recognising the gifted people who are already 
at Durham, both early career academics as well as established researchers. 
It was pleasing, therefore, to award two of the inaugural fast-track fellowships 
in 2006/07 to Durham academics. We were also delighted by the quality and
breadth of activity organised for 2006/07 as demonstrated by the summaries
contained in this annual report. It has been equally pleasing to see a wide
range of people attending the many public lectures, seminars and conferences,
supported by the IAS, in particular undergraduate and postgraduate students,
and people from the local community.

• Bill Bryson, Matt Ridley and Peter Watson discuss the ‘Enchantment of Ideas’
with Sir Kenneth Calman at the inauguration of the IAS on 11 October 2006

• The establishment of an IAS interdisciplinary research postgraduate group in
February 2007

• Debate on ‘Race, Religion and Inheritance’ held on 26 April 2007 at Durham
Castle, covered in a two-page article by the Times Higher Education
Supplement on 2 August 2007

• David Miliband MP visits the IAS on 11 May 2007 to unveil a plaque to mark
the refurbishment of Cosin’s Hall and to give a lecture on the importance of
research and technology in tackling climate change

• Launch of Insights, a web-based IAS publication to capture new and emerging
thinking by IAS Fellows

• Publication of essays by Mary Midgley and Professor Michael Mann on the
IAS web-site

• A high-level policy-oriented international workshop organised by Professor
Susan J Smith on the Management and Governance of Housing Wealth,
which attracted considerable media attention

• £68k raised during 2006/07 from individuals and trusts to support the
IAS in 2007/08 and beyond

• Preparation under the guidance of Sir Kenneth Calman of the Durham Little 
Book of Big Ideas, for publication in 2008

• A total of 13 events between January and July 2007, including three 
multi-disciplinary public lecture/seminar series

Directors’ Report The Highlights of 2006/07
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With such a strong start we have much to build on as we move towards 
2007/08 and beyond.  As this annual report is published the Institute has
already embarked on its second annual theme of ‘Modelling’, with 20 Fellows
expected through the course of the year, and an academic programme that
includes workshops, conferences and seminars on modelling extreme events,
modelling human behaviour, modelling and representation, financial modelling,
and model uncertainty; and multi-disciplinary public lectures on Models of the
Future, Modelling Climate Change, and Modelling the Self.  This academic
programme - the details of which are listed in the 2007-8 IAS Annual
Programme - promises to be as innovative as the last, as our Fellows and
academic colleagues embark on a programme of work examining the value,
strengths and weaknesses of a modelling culture upon which modern society has
become so dependent.

In addition, the development of the academic programme for 2008/09 is well
under way after the announcement in May 2007 that the theme for 2008-9
would be ‘Being Human’; a theme that aims to address the fundamental
question of what is it to be human in a 21st Century of increased technological
intervention and growing demand to recognise the rights of nature and animals,
but, ironically, at a time when half of humanity remains deprived of the right to
a full life. The interest expressed in this theme by colleagues from all three
Durham faculties has been immense, and a number of sub-themes are in the
process of being developed. They include: Home, Mind/Consciousness, Boundary
Crossing, Humanising Practice, Crises of Personhood, Abjection, Bare Life and
De-Humanisation, and Modelling the Human. In a bid to recruit our Fellows
12-18 months ahead of a particular thematic year, the Fellowship scheme for
2008/09 was launched in July, with invitations sent out to eminent individuals
across the world able to speak to this theme, and advertisements placed in a
number of prestigious international publications. As a result, we were recently
able to select all 20 Fellows for the 2008-09 academic year and their names
will be announced shortly.   

And Finally…

We would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the support of the
individuals and trusts who are working with us to achieve the University’s vision
for the IAS.  In particular, we wish to acknowledge Sir Kenneth Calman whose
unswerving belief in the value of an ideas-driven Institute at Durham University
meant that within a short space of time the IAS at Durham was born.  We value
his ongoing support as a continuing member of our Advisory Council, and in turn
we are grateful to Professor Chris Higgins for offering us the same level of
support and commitment as the University’s new Vice-Chancellor.  

We would like also to thank our Advisory Council for its wise guidance on the
direction of our academic programme and on the foci, aims and goals of the
IAS.  We wish also to give particular thanks to Advisory Council member Peter
Watson for his help in raising the funds that are necessary to make our national
and international aspirations a reality.  In this regard we also thank those
individuals and charitable trusts who have already kindly donated funding to the
Institute for this year and beyond.  This financial support is invaluable in helping
us to sustain our fellowship scheme, and in supporting our ambition to engage
the postgraduate and wider communities with the Institute’s activities.  

Last, but certainly not least, we wish to acknowledge the invaluable input
and support offered to the IAS by Durham’s departments and colleges, without 
which there would be no Institute of Advanced Study at Durham University.  
The central aim of the IAS is to work across the research strengths already
exhibited at Durham in order to catalyse a different kind of ‘frontier knowledge',
one generated through the engagement of specialists brought together to work
on research topics that reach across the disciplines. To achieve this aim we
depend on the ongoing support of colleagues at Durham through their
participation in IAS themes, engagement and collaboration with IAS 
Fellows, and active engagement with ideas at the disciplinary boundaries.

Ash Amin
Michael O’Neill
Susan J Smith
James Stirling

The Future

Cosin's Hall - home of the Institute of Advanced Study
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Under the umbrella of an IAS annual theme, a series of events are organised
by academics at Durham or by those holding one of the Institute's fellowships.
In addition, the IAS sponsors high-level and cross-disciplinary activities on
behalf of Durham departments, the University, and external bodies that include
public lectures and debates, seminar series, international conferences, and
strategic policy briefings. In a supposedly graduated start to the Institute,
between January 2007 (when our first Fellows arrived) and July 2007, the
IAS supported six thematic events, five non-thematic events, and two
IAS-badged events. The majority of these events have resulted in a
forthcoming publication but just as importantly, they have also produced new
research networks and collaborations, achieving one of the main aims of the
IAS: to engage in meaningful dialogue across disciplinary and professional
boundaries. 

The Legacy of Charles Darwin 
Interdisciplinary Public Lecture Series
January 2007 – April 2007

Organised by Professor Patricia Waugh (English Studies) &
Professor Nick Saul (School of Modern Languages and Culture)

The aim of this interdisciplinary public lecture series was to offer interested
generalists and specialists a persuasive and coherent account of both the
historical and contemporary significance of Darwin’s thought across many
fields, as the anniversaries of his birth and the publication of The Origin of
Species approached. Thus Professor David Knight reconstructed the context
of the theory’s genesis from E. Darwin to Paley and Tennyson, Professor James
Moore illuminated one of Darwin’s most personal and recondite motivations
(anti-slavery), and Professor Paul Weindling treated one of the darkest
chapters in the history of things done in the name of Darwinism (racial
hygiene). Moving to the present, Dr Matt Ridley and Professor John Dupré
presented the arguments for two competing strands of the main scientific
tradition: the theories of the selfish and co-operative gene. In the final phase,
representatives from other, mainly humanistic disciplines gave accounts of
what Darwin meant for them: Professor Tim Ingold from Cultural Anthropology,
Professor Dame Gillian Beer from English Literature, Dr Bennett Zon from
Music, Dr Jon Turney from Science Fiction, and Professor Joseph Emonds
from Cognitive Linguistics. All of these lectures combined intellectual
penetration with accessibility.

Achievements
Following on from this successful lecture series Professor Nick Saul has
organised a conference with Dr Simon James (English) called ‘The Evolution
of Literature: Legacies of Darwin in European Cultures’, which will run 4-6 April
2008. The best papers from that conference will be combined with the best
papers from this public lecture series to create a volume in Comparative Critical
Studies (Edinburgh University Press), which is planned for 2009-2010.

Activities Thematic Events
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Organised by Dr Stephen Barton (Theology) 
& Dr David Wilkinson (Theology)

The aim of this series was to offer both to the university community and to the
general public scholarly understandings of the interpretation and significance
of the Book of Genesis, the most important biblical text in the pre-modern and
modern debate about origins. Altogether there were fifteen contributions from
specialists in a range of disciplines including biblical studies, Jewish studies,
patristic theology, philosophy of religion, sociology of religion, Christian ethics,
and the history of science. The series ran throughout the Michaelmas and
Epiphany terms, and included a Day Conference held in the Leech Hall of
St John’s College on 21 February. In addition to the majority input from
the exceptional native Durham talent, the organisers were privileged to
have contributions from colleagues in Duke Divinity School (with which the
Theology Department at Durham has a special link), Aberdeen and Oxford.
The visiting speakers included one of the IAS Fellows, Professor John Hedley
Brooke.

Achievements
As a result of this very successful public lecture series, there will be the
publication of the lectures in an edited volume of about 120,000 words.
The book proposal, together with sample chapters, is being considered
currently for publication by Oxford University Press (New York).
Publication should take place in 2008.

Organised by Dr Alex Bentley (Anthropology)

This one-day conference saw a wide range of scholars from around the
UK consider the societal implications of religious belief, in response to the
growing confrontation between Darwinian science and religion.  The sessions
tackled the following questions: ‘Should scientists contest religious beliefs in
modern society?’; ‘Is religion inevitable in human society?’; ‘Is religion harmful
for society?’ and ‘Can science itself inspire spiritual wonder?’, and included
papers from Professor Lewis Wolpert (UCL), Professor Steven Mithen (Reading)
and Professor John Brooke (IAS Fellow).  

Achievements
The conference was a huge success and an edited book aimed at a
popular-level audience is planned. Contributions will be received from
prominent authors in Biology, Archaeology, Anthropology and Theology, that will
offer reflections on their positions, based on their work and varied experience,
about whether scientists should contest religious beliefs. The book, called
The Edge of Reason: Science and Religion in Modern Society (Continuum
Press), will offer a timely intervention from social scientists, natural scientists
and theologians into a public debate on a topic of wide interest and concern.

Reading Genesis after Darwin 
Public Lecture Series
November 2006 – May 2007

Darwin, Science and Belief Conference
19th April 2007



Organised by Professor Michael Summerfield 
(IAS Fellow/Edinburgh University)

The purpose of the seminar series, which ran over eight weeks from April to
June 2007, was to strengthen the natural science component to the IAS’s
public events on Charles Darwin. The series deliberately sought to reflect the
span of Darwin’s intellectual contributions across the natural and social
sciences, and invitations were issued to key figures ideally placed to explore
these in both their historical and modern context.  As well as the convenor,
speakers included a selection of the most prominent Darwin scholars in the
world: Professor Michael Ruse (Florida State University), Professor David
Livingstone (Queen’s University), Professor Neil Shubin (Chicago), Professor
James Mallet (UCL), Professor Robin Dunbar (Liverpool), Professor Ben Bradley
(Charles Sturt, Australia) and Professor Gregory Radick (Leeds). 

Achievements
The recordings of the seminars, that were arranged by the independent
television and radio presenter Dr Hermione Cockburn, form the basis of
a proposal to an independant producer for a radio series on the theme of 
the Darwinian legacy.  A further possibility being explored by Professor
Summerfield is a conference on Darwin and Geography to be held at the 
Royal Geographical Society in 2009 to coincide with the Darwin anniversaries.  

Organised by Dr Bennett Zon (Music)

What was initially conceived as a one-day international conference on
‘Evolutionary Musicology’ burgeoned into a densely-packed two-day congress
on ‘Music and Evolutionary Thought’. It became the first conference of its kind
aiming to foster interdisciplinary interaction between hitherto often separate
areas of scientific and musicological research.  Unlike previous conferences
linking music and evolution, ‘Music and Evolutionary Thought’ spanned the
arts and the sciences, seeking to establish and explore their intrinsic, yet often
problematical, synergy.  It did this by creating a forum for dialogue to enhance
understanding of the relationship between evolutionary thought and the study
of music, and by showing how music can be used to support and develop
genetic and evolutionary theories and models. Papers and panels focused on
such issues as acoustics and perception; animal song; archaeology and music;
brain areas involved in musical processing; composing with evolutionary
models; evolution and changing methodologies in the study of indigenous
musics; functions, uses, advantages, adaptations and universal features of
music and music-making; the impact of evolutionary thought on musicologists,
composers and critics; the influence of Spencer and Darwin on musical and
musicological thought; language and music; memetics; and the origins of
music. The conference aroused considerable interest, with over 75 delegates
representing disciplines ranging from cultural theory to neuroscience. Keynotes
were given by eminent interdisciplinary scholars Steven Mithen (Reading), and
Susan Blackmore.  

The conference was hosted jointly by the Institute of Advanced Study; the
Centre for Nineteenth-Century Music, the School of Music (Durham), and the
Cambridge University Centre for Music and Science.  In addition to the IAS
and School of Music, the conference was funded by the British Academy
(supporting keynote speakers), and the Society for Education, Music and
Psychological Research (supporting eight student bursaries).

Achievements
An edited volume entitled Evolutionary Musicology is being planned with
between 14 and 16 articles for Cambridge University Press (CUP).  Given the
huge interest in the conference, the organizers have initiated discussion with
CUP over the possibility of founding a journal entitled Music and Evolutionary
Thought.

The Darwinian Legacy: Earth, Life and Mind Seminar Series
April 2007 – June 2007

Music and Evolutionary Thought Conference
22nd & 23rd June 2007



Non-Thematic Events

Organised by Professor Stephen Regan (English Studies)

The aim of the symposium was to extend the interest generated by the
recent Durham lecture series on the Legacy of Charles Darwin and to open
up a dialogue between postgraduate researchers working on a diverse range
of arts and science subjects.  Proposals were invited from postgraduate
students interested in the legacy of Charles Darwin, including Darwinian ideas
in nineteenth- and twentieth-century poetry, but contributions of a broad,
interdisciplinary nature were encouraged. The event was attended by students,
lecturers and members of the public.  Most of the delegates were Durham
postgraduates but the universities of York, Lancaster, Sheffield, Newcastle
and Edinburgh were also represented. The opening plenary lecture was given
by Dr Matthew Campbell (Sheffield) who has written extensively on Victorian
and Irish poetry.  Following this lecture there were two seminar sessions that
provided postgraduates with an opportunity to present papers.  The symposium
closed with a reading and discussion of nineteenth- and twentieth-century
poetry in which Darwinian ideas have a special prominence and significance.

Achievements
As well as providing valuable experience and constructive feedback for
postgraduate speakers (some of whom were delivering conference papers for
the first time), the symposium prompted discussion among participants from
different academic disciplines and fields of research. It is hoped that several
of the papers from the symposium will be published in Postgraduate English,
Foundations (St Chad’s College Journal), or the forthcoming IAS Postgraduate
Journal Kaleidoscope. Dr Simon James has invited participants from the
symposium to contribute to the conference he is co-organising in Durham next
spring: ‘The Evolution of Literature: Legacies of Darwin in European Cultures’.

Organised by Dr Lawrence Black (History) 
& Dr Gidon Cohen (Politics)

This seminar series was devised to bring together colleagues at Durham
working on modern British political history and closely related disciplines,
primarily politics, history and sociology. The theme of the series was varieties
of activism and how different disciplines have understood and articulated this.
This culminated in a conference in May bringing together leading historians
and political scientists to debate this question.  Seminars in this series
included: ‘Changing Social Class Identities in Post-War Britain: perspectives
from mass observation’ (Professor Mike Savage, Manchester University);
‘The Database of Archives of United Kingdom Non-Governmental
Organisations since 1945’ (Dr James McKay, Birmingham University); ‘CND as
a Social Movement (1958-1984): what protest movements may or may not tell
us about social change’ (Dr Holger Nehring, Sheffield); and ‘Death of the
Consumer’ (Professor Matthew Hilton, Birmingham University).

Achievements
Both organisers have obtained AHRC funding for separate projects related to the
activism theme.  The editor of the journal Parliamentary Affairs, who attended the
conference in May, has invited papers from the conference to be submitted as a
special issue.

Science and the Arts: Darwin among the Poets
Postgraduate Research Symposium
4th July 2007

The Modern British Seminar Series
November 2006-May 2007
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Organised by Professor David Rollason (History/Centre for
Medieval and Renaissance Studies)

This multi-disciplinary workshop on ‘Power’ was organised by the Centre
for Medieval and Renaissance Studies (CMRS) to explore what might be the
parameters and objectives of a wide-ranging research programme on the
nature and origins of power, embracing all disciplines and all periods.
In particular, the Centre was keen for this theme to explore and aim to
understand, in a deeper and more wide-ranging way than has been
attempted before, the origins of political power in pre-modern Europe. 

Professor Michael Mann (UCLA) was the guest speaker at this workshop
and presented his paper on ‘Why people fought wars in the Middle Ages’.
Following a discussion of this paper there was a round-table discussion to
debate the ‘design of an inter-disciplinary research programme on power’.
A number of research strands emerged from this discussion including: the
notion of authority, and questions of political power versus social power;
practical thought and power with an emphasis on semantic definitions; the
language of power, the narrative of power and the context of power, including
counter-veiling power; power mechanisms; material culture and power in
ideological, political and economic terms; pre-modern discourses of power
and modern discourses of the state; and the distinction between power and
authority and the limited choices imposed by power structures. 

Achievements
The paper that Michael Mann presented at this workshop is available on the 
IAS website. The group are exploring the possibility of an AHRC/ESRC sponsored
seminar series to take forward further the ideas raised at the workshop. 

Organised by Professor Susan J Smith (Geography/IAS Director)

This international ‘think tank’ on housing wealth, was supported by the
Economic and Social Research Council, the Joseph Rowntree Foundation, 
and the Institute of Advanced Study. It aimed to bring scholarly and practical
expertise to bear on questions surrounding: the management of house price
appreciation (and price volatility); the use and misuse of housing wealth; and
emerging options for hedging housing risk. Participants spanned a mix of
disciplines and professions from North America, the UK and Australasia,
including housing economists, experts in the social study of finance, and
specialists in qualitative research, bringing together analysts from the national
Banks, the OECD, IMF, and other financial institutions, as well as academic
researchers, financial engineers and practitioners in financial markets. 

Part one was concerned with the integration of housing and mortgage markets:
it explored the links between housing wealth and consumption of all kinds. Part
two examined more particularly the role of housing wealth as a financial buffer,
asking whether home assets have an ‘insurance’ role, tiding households over a
range of economic shocks and biographical disruptions. Part three assessed the
risks of depending too squarely on the steady concentration of wealth into
property, given the likelihood that property booms will unwind. 

Achievements
The distinctive mix of policy makers, academics and the business community
encouraged debate around a suite of financial innovations, all designed to
address the investment (price) risks associated with modern housing markets.
Feedback from the ‘think tank’ already indicates that this has helped set the
scene for new products and policies designed to spread the risks, as well as
distribute the gains, of house price volatility. Most of the invited speakers are
now revising the papers for inclusion in an edited collection, The Housing
Wealth of Nations, which is under consideration for publication.

Multidisciplinary Workshop on ‘Power’
2nd December 2007

The Management and Governance of Housing Wealth Workshop
8th & 9th February 2007
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Organised by Professor Ash Amin (Geography/IAS Executive Director),
Professor Steven Graham (Geography), 
Professor Joe Painter (Centre for the Study of Cities and Regions), 
& Professor Philip Sheldrake (Theology)

The two-day colloquium aimed to bring into conversation influential urban
thinkers and practitioners to explore the potential of concepts such as ‘faith’
and ‘spirituality’ to help reformulate approaches to contemporary city-making.
The notion of ‘spirituality’ has begun to engage the attention of a number of
urban thinkers and practitioners but is still in the process of effective
formulation.   One purpose of the colloquium was to challenge participants
from diverse thought-worlds to explore a framework for creating a shared urban
spiritual vocabulary and also to shift the habits of thought of participants and
those they work with and influence. 

Twenty-five invited participants from the UK, USA, Canada, Australia and
Sweden met at St Chad’s College. They represented the worlds of urban theory,
architecture, planning, design, social philosophy, political theory, local politics,
religious thought, policy-making and government advisors. The four main
sessions explored the themes of ‘Ethos/Soul of a City’ (the spiritual dimension
of urban life and the role of faith communities in urban flourishing); ‘Planning
and Physical Space’ (spirituality in relation to architecture and planning, e.g.
the nature and roles of contemporary sacred spaces); ‘Politics of the City’
(understood as ‘the life of the polis/citizens’, community, belonging, identity,
the common good); and ‘Aesthetics and the Sublime’ (e.g. the need not to
separate aesthetics and ethics, aesthetics as a counter to a purely mechanical
idea of urban order).  The fifth session on the final afternoon began with
responses from a small panel followed by a concluding plenary on the
questions ‘what makes the good city?’ and ‘what is a spiritual city?’

Achievements
The colloquium achieved a high standard of discussion and exchange across
the boundaries of different disciplines.  A website has been established to
post the participants’ responses to the colloquium plus a blog for further
conversation. The Durham team are planning a synthesis essay for a
prestigious international journal in urban studies.

Organised by Dr Ted Kaizer (Classics), Dr Anna Leone (Archaeology),
Dr Edward Thomas (Classics), & Dr Rob Witcher (Archaeology)

Following on from the Faith and Spirituality in the City Colloquium, the aim
of this conference was to explore the impact of religious traditions on the
physical and social organisation of the Roman and Late Antique city.
It brought together scholars from diverse disciplinary backgrounds, with
discussion structured around papers from 14 international scholars.  

The first session assessed the influence of religious traditions on architectural
design, construction and decoration. It also addressed the problem of the
complex negotiations between imperial power and regional religious beliefs
and architectural forms. The second session considered how specific rites of
liturgical acts structured urban space and vice versa, with particular attention
to whether and how colonial powers acted to control existing religious practice
and authority. This session demonstrated the ability of cults and associated
architecture to spread around the empire, but that these beliefs and forms
were subject to continual renegotiation. The third session addressed the
impact made on urban areas by the introduction of new cults or by the
conversion from one religion to another, with a specific focus on Christianity.
This final session illustrated the profound impact of Christianity on the urban
landscape through the emergence of new architectural forms. The conference
concluded with a round-table debate that included discussion of the problems
of defining religious space, the affect of architecture, and possible approaches
to overcoming the marked divide in the study of pagan and later religions.
One important finding of the conference was to contest the common
assumption that the pagan tradition was diverse (an expression of the
different identities of individual societies) and that the Christian tradition
was homogenous (an expression of a single Christian community).   

Achievements
The conference organisers are planning to publish the proceedings of the
conference as a supplementary volume of BABesch (Bulletin Antike
Beschaving). 

Faith and Spirituality in the City Colloquium
20th & 21st March 2007

Cities and Gods: Interdisciplinary Perspectives Conference
6th & 7th July 2007



IAS-Badged Events

Organised by Professor Michael O’Neill (English Studies/IAS Director),
Dr Mark Sandy (English Studies) & Dr Sarah Wootton (English Studies)

This series of eight public lectures explored various aspects of Romanticism's
legacies in English and American literature. Four of the lecturers (Professor
Michael O'Neill, Dr Gareth Reeves, Dr Mark Sandy, and Dr Sarah Wootton)
came from the University's Department of English Studies, reflecting the
Department's strength in Romantic literature and its influence, a strength shown
in the setting up in 2005 of an intra-Departmental Research Group working on
'Romantic Dialogues and Legacies'. The remaining lecturers, all internationally
renowned experts in the field, were: Professor Richard Cronin (Glasgow), 
Dr Seamus Perry (Balliol College, Oxford), Professor Nicholas Roe (St Andrews),
and Dr Jane Stabler (St Andrews).

Achievements
Most of the lectures presented in this series will be printed in a Special Issue
of the UK journal Romanticism in 2008, guest-edited by Michael O’Neill.  

Michael O’Neill’s book The All-Sustaining Air: Romantic Legacies and
Renewals in British, American and Irish Poetry since 1900 (Oxford University
Press, 2007) expands ideas outlined in his lecture, and Mark Sandy’s co-edited
collection of essays Romantic Echoes in the Victorian Era (Ashgate, 2008)
relates closely to the central concerns of the lectures series and includes work
by three of the contributors to the series.

Organised by Professor Ash Amin (Geography/IAS Executive Director),
Dr Joanne Roberts (Business School) & Hamzah Muzaini (Geography)

This two-day international workshop, funded by the European Union’s DIME
Network of Excellence, was held on 27-28 October 2006, and focused on
the theme of ‘Communities of Practice (CoPs): A Driver for Innovation and
Competitive Advantage?’. Bringing together a group of eminent international
scholars, postgraduates, and practitioners, the workshop investigated the role
of situated practice in catalysing economic and regional innovation and
creativity, a question that has become central in contemporary thinking on how
best to reap the benefits of the knowledge economy. It was widely felt that this
encounter of experts from different backgrounds considerably advanced thinking
on the strengths and limitations of a ‘community’ perspective on knowledge. 

There were seven sessions in total: ‘Reflections on Communities of Practice’
in which commentaries were presented on how the meaning of the term has
changed over the last 15 years; ‘The Place of Proximity’, which explored whether
Communities of Practice imply spatial proximity; ‘Power, Loyalty, and Identity’,
in which papers were given to illustrate that it is a mistake to see Communities
of Practice as pre-given or free from conflict and power asymmetries; ‘Innovation
and Creativity’ looked at why a discourse of community has emerged in
contemporary capitalism, along with tracing the socio-spatial dynamics of high
energy creativity; ‘Openness, Collaboration and Trust’ included presentations on
virtual communities and on academic co-operation; ‘Exploration and Exploitation’
saw debates on the difference between organising for incremental and radical
innovation and learning, and the final session ‘Policy Reflections’ had as its
main objective to establish a working dialogue for more discussions and
exchanges between scholars, policy-makers and industrial practitioners.

Achievements
Oxford University Press will publish a volume edited by Amin and Roberts in
2008, entitled Community, Economic Creativity and Organisation, which
includes 10 substantially revised papers presented at the workshop.

Romanticism and Its Legacies 
Public Lecture Series
October 2006 – December 2006

The Knowledge Economy Conference
27th & 28th October 2006



Inaugural Fellows
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Between January and June 2007, 16 Fellows from the UK, US, Australia and
Europe spent up to 3-months at the Institute of Advanced Study.  They were the
Institute’s inaugural Fellows and during their stay in Durham they presented
seminars in the IAS and in departments, public lectures in colleges, and talks
around the country and abroad.  

The Fellows found the Institute to be a sanctuary from the everyday demands 
of their home academic environment, allowing them the space and freedom to
concentrate on their current research or to develop new ideas for future projects.
Those Fellows who came to the IAS already working on a particular topic found
they were in a position to complete many pieces of writing.  Other Fellows took
the opportunity to engage with each other and started at Durham to develop 
new thinking.   Many Fellows engaged with Durham staff, in departments and 
in colleges, which in some cases has produced joint research projects and
publications for the future.  And in addition to developing their own research,
their work on new ideas has turned into a promise of a 5,000 word paper for 
the Institute’s new Insights web series. Listed over the next few pages are the
seminars, presentations, and lectures given by the Fellows during their stay in
Durham.  An up to date record of publications arising from their work at the IAS
can be found on the Institute website.  Already, only a few months after their
departure, a total of 21 journal publications (excluding Insights), 4 books and 
9 other published works are in press or in preparation.

We have been overwhelmed by the Fellows’ positive response to their stay in
Durham, and are pleased to learn that many have every intention to return to
Durham in the future and to continue the collaborations that started or were
strengthened during their IAS Fellowship.  This group of Fellows will now act
as ambassadors for the Institute, helping to build our national and
international reputation.

Inaugural Fellows



Professor John Hedley Brooke, Oxford University
St John’s College
April – June 2007

John Brooke is a historian of science, with special interests in the history of
chemistry and the historical relations between science and religion.  From
1999 to 2006, he was the first holder of the Andreas Idreos Professorship of
Science and Religion at Oxford University, where he was also Director of the
Ian Ramsey Centre.  Author of such books as Science and Religion: Some
Historical Perspectives (CUP, 1991), and Heterodoxy in Early Modern Science
& Religion, co-edited with Ian Maclean (OUP, 2005), he used his Fellowship
at the IAS to complete papers for a series of forthcoming publications.

Presentations
‘Rainbows & Rapture: Scientific Discovery as Spiritual Experience’
Darwin, Science and Belief Conference, 19 April 2007

‘Genesis and the Scientists: Dissonance among the Harmonizers’
Reading Genesis after Darwin Public Lecture Series, 2 May 2007

‘Is ‘Nature’ Dispensable?’
Research seminar in the Department of Philosophy, 10 May 2007

‘Darwin’s theological remarks in the Origin of Species and their interpretation’
IAS seminar, 5 June 2007

Informal talk on Darwin to students at St John’s College, 5 June 2007

Panel member at the IAS discussion on 26 April 2007 on ‘Race, Religion and
Inheritance’ to celebrate the establishment of the Institute at Durham.  
A report of this event appeared in the Times Higher on 2 August 2007 and the
text of his contribution has been made available for the IAS website.  

Paper at a conference at the University of British Columbia, Vancouver,
in preparation for a book Science and Religion Around the World that
Professor Brooke is co-editing with Ronald Numbers (University of Wisconsin).

Professor Jane Buikstra, Arizona State University
Hatfield College
January – March 2007

Jane Buikstra is Professor of Bioarchaeology and Director of the Centre for
Bioarchaeological Research at Arizona State University.  A major influence in
the establishment of the subdiscipline of bioarchaeology, she is particularly
interested in the co-evolution of humans and Mycobacterium tuberculosis.
Jane Buikstra’s recent books include The Bioarchaeology of Tuberculosis:
A Global View on a Reemerging Disease (University of Florida Press, 2003), 
co-written with Charlotte Roberts, Durham University.  Professor Buikstra
principally used her IAS Fellowship to organise a review article on the
implications of recent molecular research on the Mycobacterium tuberculosis
complex, and to co-organise with Professor Roberts a conference on Infectious
Diseases that would be relevant for social issues today (planned for September
2009).  She also planned collaborative research projects with two other
colleagues in Archaeology, Dr Keith Dobney and Professsor Chris Scarre.

Presentations
‘Humans and Tuberculosis: Co-evolutionary Perspectives’
Medical Anthropology Lecture Series, Department of Anthropology, 
7 February 2007

‘Venerated Ancestors: Mummies of the Ancient Andes’
IAS Public Lecture, Hatfield College, 9 February 2007

‘Quantification of DNA Preservation following Mummification and Irradiation’ 
(with K. Nystrom, A. Farnbach, and A. Wilbur)
VI Mummy Conference, Lanzarote, 19-25 February 2007

‘Differential Diagnosis of Infectious Disease: Tuberculosis’
MSc course in Paleopathology, Department of Archaeology, 27 February 2007

‘Tales from the North American Mid-continent: Recent Archaeological Initiatives’
Research seminar, Department of Archaeology, 1 March 2007

Invited paper at Conference on Museums and Skeletal Remains, London, 
2-3 March 2007

‘Tombs for the Ancestors: American Bioarchaeological Perspectives’
Department of Archaeology, York University, 7 March 2007

‘Bioarchaeological Perspectives: Case Studies from the Americas’
Department of Archaeology, Reading University, 8 March 2007

‘Tuberculosis: Past and Present’
IAS seminar, 15 March 2007
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Professor Lorraine Code, York University, Canada
Collingwood College
April – June 2007

Lorraine Code is Distinguished Research Professor in the Department of
Philosophy at York University, Canada.  Author of What Can She Know?
Feminist Theory and the Construction of Knowledge (Cornell University 
Press, 1991) and Ecological Thinking: The Politics of Epistemic Location
(OUP, 2006) her research, whilst at the IAS, focused on the taxonomic fact 
of classifications that divide things in the world – particularly living things 
– into “kinds”, and whose assignment to a particular category tends to have 
a determining influence on how they can be, be known, be treated, expect to
live, and expect to achieve recognition.

Presentations
Invited paper, UK Society for Women in Philosophy conference,
University of Stirling, 21 April 2007

‘’They Treated Him Well’: Fact, Fiction and the Politics of Knowledge’
IAS seminar, 24 April 2007

Workshop organised by Philosophy, University of Twente, Netherlands,
to discuss Professor Code’s work, 29 May 2007

‘Advocacy, Negotiation and the Politics of Unknowing’
Royal Institute of Philosophy lecture, Keele University, May 2007
IAS Public Lecture, Collingwood College, 21 June 2007

Professor Bryan Cullen, Duke University
University College
April – June 2007

Bryan Cullen holds the James B. Duke Chair in Molecular Genetics and
Microbiology and directs Duke University’s Center for Virology.   His research
has had a major impact on our current understanding of the molecular biology
of several important human pathogens, including HIV-1 and several human
herpesviruses.  His current work is on understanding the ongoing evolutionary
race between viral pathogens and host anti-viral defense systems, and whilst
at the IAS he worked on trying to shed further light on the phenomenon of
antagonistic co-evolution and to communicate the ongoing importance of the
evolutionary selection paradigm, not only for understanding the evolution of
species but also for the development of effective treatments for rapidly
evolving pathogens such as HIV-1 and tuberculosis.

Presentations
‘Rapid and Ongoing Dawinian Selection of the Human Genome’
IAS seminar, 1 May 2007
IAS Public Lecture, University College, 8 May 2007

‘Viruses, microRNAs and RNA Interference’
University of Amsterdam, 17 May 2007



Professor Penelope Deutscher, Northwestern University
St Mary’s College
January – March 2007

Penny Deutscher is associate professor of Philosophy who specializes in
feminist and twentieth century French philosophy, and continental approaches
to the study of bioethics, biology and corporeality.  Author of Yielding Gender:
Feminism, Deconstruction and the History of Philosophy (Routledge, 1997),
and A Politics of Impossible Difference: The Later Works of Luce Irigarary
(Cornell University Press, 2002), she has also published on late nineteenth
century feminist thinkers inspired by Spencer and Darwin, including
Antoinette Blackwell, Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Eliza Gamble and Clémence
Royer. Having just completed a manuscript on Simone de Beauvoir, Professor
Deutscher used her time at the IAS to prepare the ground for new work and
furthered her research on late nineteenth century British writers, including
Eliot, Grand, Ellerton, Caird, and Frances Power Cobbe, for whom the question
of women’s rights involved a contest between the available conceptual
languages of justice, morality and biology.

Presentations
‘Women and so on: Derrida’s Rogues and the Auto-Immunity of Feminism’
Department of Politics and Philosophy, Manchester Metropolitan University, 
15 February 2007
Department of Geography, 28 February 2007
Philosophy Society, Edinburgh University, 22 March 2007

‘Simone de Beauvoir and the Ethics of Ambiguity’
Department of Philosophy, 27 February 2007
Institute of Advanced Study, School of Philosophy, University of London, 
8 March 2007

‘Feminism’s Substance Contested: Evolution and Women’s Rights’
IAS seminar, 7 March 2007

‘Natural Subjection, Intolerable Evil: Suffrage, The Slave, and the Slave of the Slave’
IAS Public Lecture, St Mary’s College, 13 March 2007

Professor John Dupré, University of Exeter
Hatfield College
14-26 May 2007

John Dupré is a philosopher of science, with special interests in the
philosophy of biology.  Currently Director of the ESRC Centre for Genomics in
Society, he has written numerous books including The Disorder of Things
(Harvard University Press, 1993), Human Nature and the Limits of Science
(OUP, 2001), and Darwin’s Legacy: What Evolution Means Today (OUP, 2003).
Prior to his two week fellowship in May, Professor Dupré came to Durham to
give a lecture in the Interdisciplinary Public Lecture Series on the Legacy of
Charles Darwin.

Presentations
‘The Friendly Germ meets the Selfish Gene: a Microbe's Eye View of Evolution’
‘The Legacy of Charles Darwin’ Interdisciplinary Public Lecture Series, 
12 February 2007

Panel member at the IAS discussion on 26 April 2007 on ‘Race, Religion 
and Inheritance’ to celebrate the establishment of the Institute at Durham.  
A report of this event appeared in the Times Higher on 2 August 2007 and 
the text of his contribution has been made available for the IAS website. 

IAS/Ustinov postgraduate seminar, 19 May 2007

‘Biological Ontology’ IAS seminar, 22 May 2007
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Professor Michael Fellows, University of Newcastle, Australia
Grey College
January – March 2007

Mike Fellows is a professor of Computer Science, who is well known in his
field for his pioneering work on the subject of parameterized complexity and
algorithims, which has established itself as a major new branch of theoretical
computer science, with particularly strong applications in computational
biology.  He co-authored the monograph Parameterized Complexity (Springer,
1999), which is acknowledged as the foundational text for the field. Whilst at
the IAS Professor Fellows worked intensively with Stefan Szeider (Computer
Science) on a number of research papers.

Presentations
‘Complexity, Complexity and Evolution’
IAS seminar, 23 January 2007

Invited paper at international conference on Parameterized Complexity
and Computational Geometry
McGill University, 28 January – 2 February 2007

Invited paper, London Algorithms Workshop
University of London, 7-8 February 2007

‘Why is P Not Equal to NP?’
IAS Public Lecture, Grey College, 23 February 2007

Professor Frank Möbus, University of Göttingen
Collingwood College
February – March 2007

Frank Möbus is professor of German literature, with particular expertise in
the area of 18th and 20th century German literature with special interests
in Goethe, Jewish literature, expressionism and modern poetry, as well as
in Critical Studies and Critical Theory.  Author of Sünden-Fälle: Die
Geschlechtlichkeit in Erzählungen Franz Kafkas (Wallstein, 1994) and
Dichterbilde: Von Walther von der Vogelweide bis Elfriede Jelinek, co-edited
with Friederike Schmidt- Möbus (Reclam, 2003), Professor Möbus used his
time at the IAS to write three chapters for his new book The ‘Negro’s’ Face in
20th Century Children’s Literature.  He also collaborated with fellow IAS
Fellow, Professor Bryan Cullen, on a possible conference entitled ‘Narrating
Viruses and Plagues’, and Professor Nick Saul on the ‘Evolution and
Literature’ conference that has received IAS funding for April 2008.

Presentations
‘The Different Faces of Friday: Aspects of the European Robinson Crusoe Reception
IAS Public Lecture, Collingwood College, 15 March 2007

‘Faust und Kommerz (Faust and Commerce)
Seminar, School of Modern Languages and Culture, 7 March 2007

‘On Goethe’s Faust’
Seminars, School of Modern Languages and Culture, 13 & 14 March 2007



Professor James Moore, Open University
University College
January – March 2007

James Moore is a noted Darwin scholar and historian of science, publishing
extensively on science and religion, Victorian lives, and Charles Darwin.  
His books include The Post-Darwinian Controversies (CUP, 1979); Religion 
in Victorian Britain (Manchester University Press, 1988); Darwin with Adrian
Desmond (Michael Joseph, 1991); and The Darwin Legend (Baker Book
House, 1994).  Whilst at the IAS, Professor Moore completed two chapters
(10,000 words) for a book he is writing with Adrian Desmond about the 
anti-slavery context of Darwin’s theories on human evolution Darwin’s Sacred
Cause: Anti-slavery and the Shaping of Human Evolution (Allen Lane, 2008), 
and gave 3 BBC interviews and another in New Scientist on Darwin.

Presentations
‘Darwin, Sex and Slavery’
‘The Legacy of Charles Darwin’ Interdisciplinary Public Lecture Series, 
22 January 2007

‘The Legacy of Charles Darwin’
IAS/Ustinov postgraduate seminar, 27 January 2007

Darwin Memorial Lecture
Shrewsbury Darwin Festival 2007, 11 February 2007

‘R.A Fisher: A Faith Fit for Eugenics’
IAS seminar, 13 February 2007

Professor Maxine Sheets-Johnstone, University of Oregon
St Mary’s College
April – June 2007

Maxine Sheets-Johnstone is a scholar affiliated to the Department of
Philosophy at Oregon, where she holds a Courtesy Professorship.  She is
author of such books as The Roots of Thinking (Temple University Press,
1990), and The Roots of Power: Animate Form and Gendered Bodies
(Open Court, 1994).  Her third ‘roots’ book The Roots of Morality is currently
under review, and the research Professor Sheets-Johnstone carried out whilst
at the IAS, which was centred on xenophobia, is a topic that is an outgrowth
of a strong thematic in this last book.

Presentations
‘The Enemy: A 21st Century Archetype’
IAS seminar, 15 May 2007

‘On the Hazards of Knowing Oneself’
IAS Public Lecture, St Mary’s College, 29 May 2007
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Dr Robert Skipper, University of Cincinnati
Van Mildert College
April – June 2007

Rob Skipper is an historian and philosopher of biology with particular
interests in the origin and development of evolutionary genetics.  He is known
principally for his historical and philosophical work on the R.A Fisher-Sewell
controversy, particularly his papers ‘The Persistence of the R.A Fisher-Sewall
Wright controversy’ (Biology and Philosophy, 2002) and ‘The Heuristic Role
of Sewell Wright’s 1932 Adaptive Landscape Diagram’ (Philosophy of Science,
2004).  During his time at the IAS Dr Skipper worked on the historical and
conceptual foundations of R.A Fisher’s genetic theory of natural selection. 

Presentations
‘R.A Fisher’s Argument for Neo-Darwinism’
IAS Seminar, 8 May 2007

‘What’s Fundamental about the Fundamental Theorem of Natural Selection?’
University College London, May 2007
Department of Philosophy, Durham, May 2007

‘The End of Evolutionary Synthesis?’
IAS Public Lecture, Van Mildert College, 13 June 2007

Dr Paula Stockley, University of Liverpool
Grey College
April – June 2007

Paula Stockley is an evolutionary biologist specialising in the study of diversity
in animal reproductive traits.  Her work has helped advance understanding of
the extreme diversity found between closely related animal species in
reproductive traits such as gamete morphology, genital anatomy, copulatory
behaviour, parental investment and life history strategies.  Paula’s time at
the IAS was spent attending over 50 seminars and lectures and working on
a major scientific review that will track key conceptual and theoretical
developments in our understanding of sex role evolution – from Darwin’s
Descent of Man to neo-Darwinian perspectives and current ongoing
evolutionary debate.  A key aim of this review is to provide the first
comprehensive review of ‘non-traditional’ mammalian sex roles (e.g. male
mate choice, female competition), for discussion within a broad theoretical
framework.  In addition, Dr Stockley collaborated closely with Professor Robert
Barton and Dr Isabella Capellini in the Department of Anthropology and a
manuscript developing from one project is currently in the early stages of
preparation.

Presentations
‘Sperm Competition and Sexual Conflict in Mammals’
Seminar in the Department of Biological Sciences, 30 April 2007

‘Sexual Selection’
IAS/Ustinov postgraduate seminar, 19 May 2007

‘Sex and Conflict after Darwin’
IAS seminar, 21 June 2007



Professor Michael Summerfield, University of Edinburgh
Hatfield College
April – June 2007

Mike Summerfield is a professor of Geomorphology whose primary research
interests lie in the macroscale evolution of landscapes.  Author of Global
Geomorphology (Longman, 1991) and Geomorphology and Global Tectonics
(ed.) (Wiley, 2000), his recent research focus has been on the application of
cosmogenic isotopes to quantifying long-term rates of landscape change.
A major component of Professor Summerfield’s Fellowship involved organising
and running the very successful ‘The Darwinian Legacy: Earth, Life and Mind’
IAS seminar series.  During his Fellowship he also undertook preparatory
reading for two publications – a paper on Darwin’s geomorphology and a
commissioned chapter on ‘Evolution’ for the Handbook of Geographical
Knowledge (eds. John Agnew and David Livingstone).

Presentations
‘Darwin, Landforms and the Theory of the Earth’
The Darwinian Legacy: Earth, Life and Mind seminar series, 10 May 2007

‘Landscape Development and Mantle Dynamics: constraining the surface uplift
history of southern Africa’
Research seminar, Department of Geography, 13 June 2007

Invited presentation, one-day workshop on cosmogenic isotopes and geomorphology
Department of Geography, 8 June 2007

Professor Robert A Walker, University of Maryland
Van Mildert College
January – March 2007

Robert Walker is associate professor of chemistry and serves as the associate
chair of the University of Maryland’s Chemical Physics Program.  His research
program uses a variety of nonlinear optical methods to examine molecular
structure and chemical properties of liquid interfaces including liquid/solid,
liquid/liquid, and liquid/vapour systems.  Professor Walker’s Fellowship
spanned the first three months of his six month sabbatical to Durham
University.  His decision to come to Durham was motivated by his intention to
explore new research areas related to the structure, organization and stability
of model biological membranes.  Throughout his IAS Fellowship, Professor
Walker collaborated closely with Professor Colin Bain and his research group
in the Chemistry Department.

Presentations
‘Do Oil and Water Really Not Mix? Studies of solvation, structure and
organization at liquid surfaces’
IAS seminar, 30 January 2007

‘Where Species Begin: structure, function and composition of cell membranes’
IAS Public Lecture, Van Mildert College, 8 March 2007
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Dr Boris Wiseman, Durham University
January – March 2007

Boris Wiseman is a lecturer in French and whose research belongs in the 
area of contemporary French thought and is centrally concerned with various
forms of interdisciplinary connections. Author of Lévi-Strauss, Anthropology
and Aesthetics (CUP, 2007) and editor of the Cambridge Companion to 
Lévi-Strauss (forthcoming), Dr Wiseman used his Fellowship to organise a
major international and interdisciplinary conference on ‘Qualia: Thinking the
Senses’ (28-30 March 2008) which will bring together a number of world-
leading anthropologists, critical theorists and philosophers. In addition, a
joint project with Professor Mike Fellows emerged during the course of their
Fellowships which concerns Lévi-Strauss’s so-called ‘canonical formula’.

Presentations
‘Structuralism, Symbolist Poetics and Abstract Art’
IAS seminar, 27 February 2007

‘Nature, Culture, Chance: From Caduveo Body Painting to the Readymade’
IAS Public Lecture, 9 March 2007

Dr Bennett Zon, Durham University
January – March 2007

Bennett Zon is a Reader in Music with interests in British musical and
intellectual culture of the long nineteenth century.  His current research
focuses on evolutionary theories of genius and concepts of musical greatness,
with a particular interest in Wagner.  As well as using the Fellowship to spend
time researching patterns of Darwinian influence on musicological works
which focus on establishing unbroken lineages of musical mastery, especially
those exemplified in writings privileging Wagner as an evolutionary apogee- as
Darwin’s ‘fittest survivior’, Dr Zon also used his Fellowship to organise the very
successful ‘Music and Evolutionary Thought’ conference in June 2007.

Presentations
‘Wagner in Nineteenth Century Britain: ontogeny, phylogeny, and evolutionary
concepts of genius’
IAS seminar, 20 February 2007

‘Wagner’s as Music’s Fittest Survivor: Evolution and Nineteenth Century
Concepts of Genius’
‘The Legacy of Charles Darwin’ Interdisciplinary Public Lecture Series 
12 March 2007



Postgraduate Activity
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One of the explicit aims of the Institute in its first year was to secure
the engagement of the research postgraduate community with its
programme of events and its Fellows, and to provide them with the
opportunities to examine for themselves the benefits and challenges
of multi- and inter-disciplinary research.  To achieve this aim an
IAS Postgraduate Steering Committee was established in November
2006, comprising an IAS Director as chair  (Professor Michael
O'Neill), a senior academic representative from each Faculty
(Professor Sarah Banks, Dr Elizabeth Burd and Professor Stephen
Regan), the Postgraduate Dean (Dr Douglas Halliday), and the
Principal  of Ustinov College (Dr Penny Wilson).  For 2006/07
the committee worked to develop a postgraduate programme
that dovetailed with the activities of  the IAS, and in particular the
IAS's annual theme. It is the Steering Committee’s intention that
ultimately the postgraduate community will be proactive in the
organising and running of future programmes.

Inter-disciplinary Postgraduate Training Day
One of the Steering Committee’s first objectives was to establish an
inter-disciplinary group of research postgraduate students who would meet
regularly at the IAS to discuss matters arising from the annual theme, and
also to organise seminars with themes that would require thinking across 
the boundaries. 

A training day was organised on 14 February 2007 at Trevelyan College
that allowed interested postgraduates to attend and to explore the concept
of interdisciplinarity; to consider how the Legacy of Charles Darwin theme,
interpreted broadly, is relevant across disciplines; to consider the benefits
and challenges for postgraduates working across disciplines; and to offer some
preliminary skills training in running seminar discussions and presenting ideas
to interdisciplinary audiences.

As a result of this training day an IAS seminar group of thirteen postgraduates
from a wide range of disciplines (Anthropology, Archaeology, Chemistry,
English, Geography, Philosophy, Sociology, and Theology) was formed and has
subsequently met on a regular basis at Cosin’s Hall.  They have held their own
seminars (see right), attended seminars given by the IAS Fellows, and have
established an interdisciplinary postgraduate journal entitled Kaleidoscope
(see right).

IAS Seminars
The IAS postgraduates held two seminars after the February training day.  
The first seminar was held on 6 March and Professor (Emeritus) David Knights
presented a talk on the ‘origins’ of Darwinism, namely providing a historical
context of the intellectual framework of Charles Darwin. The second seminar
on 3 April was organised around a poster session to allow the postgraduates
to present their research to each other.

Kaleidoscope
The IAS postgraduate group are in the final stages of launching Kaleidoscope,
an on-line postgraduate journal designed to foster communication between
postgraduates in different disciplines and to promote excellence in
interdisciplinary research.  Kaleidoscope will be hosted by Durham University
and will be linked to the existing IAS website.  The content of the journal
will reflect the changing annual theme of the IAS but in addition, submissions
upon the nature of interdisciplinary work will be encouraged.  The journal will
be published twice a year (winter and summer).

IAS-badged Ustinov Seminars
Dr Penny Wilson, on arrival as Principal of Ustinov college (Durham’s
postgraduate college), established a series of Ustinov seminars that provide
postgraduates with the opportunity to present papers in a friendly and informal
environment.  It was agreed that one of the Saturday morning seminars each
term should become IAS-badged, with the purpose of getting Durham’s
postgraduate community to focus on the Institute’s annual theme, and
to invite one or more of the IAS Fellows to participate.  As a result, two 
IAS-badged Ustinov seminars ran in 2006/07, the first on 27 January
(attended by Professor James Moore) and the second on 19 May 
(attended by Professor John Dupré and Dr Paula Stockley).

IAS Postgraduate Symposium
To bring the 2006/07 theme to a close, Professor Stephen Regan (English
Studies) organised a postgraduate symposium entitled ‘Science and the Arts:
Darwin among the Poets’ on 4 July 2007.  Details of the symposium can be
found on page 9 of this report, but in brief the aim of the symposium was to
have a plenary lecture, followed by at least 6 postgraduate papers, followed by
a panel discussion.  This was an incredibly successful event and it is hoped
that it will be possible to repeat this type of activity on an annual basis.

It should be noted that all of what is described above would not
have been possible without the very generous support of Michael
Stephenson, whose annual donation is ring-fenced for IAS
postgraduate activity.
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The Institute is led by four Directors appointed by the
Vice-Chancellor, drawn from the three academic faculties
at Durham, and aided by an administrator and secretary.
The Directorate is supported by a distinguished Advisory
Council which meets once a year.

Professor Ash Amin FBA, AcSS, FWAAS Executive Director
Ash Amin is Professor of Geography.  He was Head of Department from 
2003 to 2005.  One of the UK’s most celebrated urbanists, Professor 
Amin has published extensively on different aspects of contemporary urban 
and regional change. This work has contributed to debates on theorising 
space, sense of place, belonging and attachment, economic and social 
justice, and political empowerment.  He has been a member of the ESRC’s
Research Priorities Board (1997 - 2001) and one of four race and 
ethnicity advisers to the Joseph Rowntree Foundation (2003-2006).

Professor Michael O’Neill FEA, FRSA Director
Michael O’Neill is Professor of English. He was Head of Department from
1997 to 2000 and from 2002 to 2005. Professor O’Neill has published books,
chapters, and articles on many aspects of Romantic literature, especially the
work of Percy Bysshe Shelley, and on an array of British, Irish, and American
twentieth- and twenty-first century poets. He is also a published and
award-winning poet.

Professor Susan J Smith AcSS, FRSE Director
Susan J. Smith is Professor of Geography.  She currently holds an ESRC
Professorial Fellowship, awarded ‘to support the UK’s top social scientists’
who are ‘acknowledged scholarly leaders in their field with an outstanding track
record in conducting leading edge research’. This work is concerned with the
links between housing, mortgage and financial markets.  More generally,
Professor Smith’s research addresses the challenge of inequality: the personal
and social costs of insecurity; the exclusionary underpinnings of residential
segregation; the discriminatory patterning of health inequalities; and the
relevance to markets of an ethic of care. She is also experienced in research
strategy, management and assessment of all kinds.

Professor James Stirling CBE, FRS Director
James Stirling is Professor in Mathematical Sciences and Physics and 
Pro-Vice-Chancellor for Research at Durham University. In 2000 he became 
the first Director of the University’s new Institute for Particle Physics
Phenomenology (IPPP), which together with the Institute for Computational
Cosmology forms  part of the Ogden Centre for Fundamental Physics. From 2001
to 2003, Professor Stirling served as the first Chair of the PPARC Science
Committee, the research council’s top-level scientific advisory committee. He has
also been  a member of the Physics Panel in two Research Assessment Exercises
(2001 and 2008) and is Deputy Chair of the 2008 Panel. Professor Stirling’s
research area is theoretical particle physics. He has published more than 300
research papers, including some of the most frequently cited papers in the
physical sciences. 

IAS Advisory Council 2006-07
Chair: Professor Sir Kenneth Calman FRSE, FRCP, FRCS(ed), FRCGP, Vice
Chancellor, Durham University 

Dr Bill Bryson, Chancellor, Durham University 

Professor Dame Gillian Beer FBA, English Literature, University of Cambridge 

Professor Gillian Clark, Department of Classics and Ancient History, 
University of Bristol

Professor Martin Daunton FBA, Master of Trinity Hall, University of Cambridge

Professor Julia Goodfellow CBE, Chief Executive, Biotechnology and Biological
Sciences Research Council 

Professor Sally Macintyre OBE, FRSE, FMedSci, Director, Medical Research
Council's Social and Public Health Sciences Unit 

Professor Lord Bhikhu Parekh AcSS, FBA, Political Philosophy, Hull & London
School of Economics 

Dr Matt Ridley FRSL, FMedSci, Science Writer, Founding Chairman of the
International Centre for Life 

Professor Nikolas Rose, Department of Sociology, London School of Economics

Professor Malcolm Schofield FBA, Ancient Philosophy, University of Cambridge

Professor Peter Smith CBE HonMFPHM, FMedSci, London School of Hygiene
and Tropical Medicine 

Mr Peter Watson, Author & Journalist
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An Invitation

We hope this report has succeeded in giving a flavour of what the
Institute of Advanced Study and Durham University are trying to achieve
and what has already been achieved in a very short period of time.  An
Institute that spans all disciplines, engages in dialogue across traditional
academic boundaries and beyond the ‘ivory towers’ of academia, in order
to create new thinking about the big ideas that will change the world.
We welcome your active engagement with our programme.  Do please
visit our website, participate in our programme if you are able, suggest
topics and names of individuals we should support, and contribute in
other ways to help ensure that the Durham IAS will continue to help
catalyse frontier knowledge in exciting and socially useful ways.
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