
Durham University's Institute of Advanced Study (IAS) is a multidisciplinary
research institute that gathers together scholars, intellectuals and public figures
of world-class standing from all disciplines, to address topics of major academic,
public and policy interest. It is one of only a handful of such institutions around
the world that facilitates research in this way across the sciences, the arts, the
social sciences and the humanities.

Located in a magnificent historical building on a world heritage site next to
Durham Cathedral, the institute’s ambition is to place Durham right at the heart
of the world’s select community of universities considered to be the best, the
most innovative and the most creative sites of scholarship, generating the ideas
that transform thought and practice, and to communicate the most complex
problems to the public with clarity and vision.  

Contents

1. Welcome 04
A welcome from the Directors

2. Fellows 08
Research summary of IAS Fellows 2008-09

3. New Thinking 18
Events and activities to stimulate 
cross-disciplinary research

4. Researchers of Tomorrow 30
Postgraduate involvement with 
IAS activities and Fellows

   

5. Public Engagement 36
Connecting new research 
with public understanding

6. Recent Publications 44
Groundbreaking monographs 
and articles emerging from IAS activities

7. Directions 50
 Directorship and looking ahead

02  |  03

New thinking about big ideas
through interdisciplinary dialogue
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The above quote is taken from a poem by IAS Director Michael
O'Neill, who was writing in response to the paintings of IAS Fellow
and 2008-2009 artist-in-residence, Chris Gollon. Both Michael's
poem, and Chris's paintings, epitomise the scope of the annual
theme for 2008-2009: 'Being Human.' The notion that we cannot
understand the human only from empirical angles, but must bring
artistic representations and historical narratives, and the rigour and
imagination of science and the social sciences, to bear, runs through
all the events and fellowships of the year. The problems and
complexities of humanity demand insights from across disciplines,
bringing together medicine and economics, politics with archaeology,
psychology and neuroscience with philosophy and literature.

Our events on Humanising Practice, for example, (featured on p.23)
invited policy makers, medical practitioners, business theorists and
philosophers to consider the stakes of caring. How do we best care
for others in disaster situations? What sort of value can be placed on
a human life? These IAS-sponsored events tackle real-world urgencies
in healthcare and public policy, challenging us to think not only
about what it means to be human, but how to be human, better.

“to suppose being
human has meaning

only in its own space”

Highlights from 2008-2009

• Art exhibitions by Chris Gollon and Jane Alexander, which extended the
‘Being Human’ theme to a general audience (p.21 and p.41)

• The inaugural King Hussein Memorial Lecture 
in Cultural Dialogue (p.38)

• The launch of Thinking About Almost Everything, 
a multi-disciplinary collection of essays on a range of 
timely and relevant topics, edited by two IAS Directors (p.48)
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‘Satyr Mourning Over a Nymph (after Piero di Cosimo)’ by Chris Gollon



Furthermore, if we are to make the most of the powerful neuroscientific
instruments that can peer deep into the brain, we must look equally
deeply into our cultural heritage to see how literature and philosophy
construct our humanity, even if at a material level we are the product of
our neurons. Events on Figuring the Human and Emotions and Feelings in
Psychiatric Illness,  and many more featured in this report, assure us that
being human does not have meaning solely within the space of the skull.

What was the Institute's third year thus saw scientists, social scientists
and scholars from the arts and humanities at Durham come together
with some of the brightest intellectual and creative minds from around
the world to address the question of what it means to be human in the
twenty-first century. By bringing together experts from different
disciplines and different professional backgrounds, the Institute was able
to offer new insights into human understanding and wellbeing.

The result was a fascinating range of events and conversations that drew
together not only the academic community, but also the wider public.
2008-2009 saw the Institute develop new ways of delivering its
programme: the public were offered the opportunity to engage with the
theme via a wide range of public lectures, public forums and debates,
and art exhibitions (all of which feature from pp.36-41). It also saw the
launch of a major popular book, Thinking About Almost Everything,
which presents provocative thinking about a remarkable range of timely

and relevant topics, tackled in stimulating brief essays written by many
of Durham University's leading scientists, literary scholars, historians,
musicologists, geographers, philosophers, archaeologists,
anthropologists, and more.

Meanwhile, the Institute remained committed to offering the most
creative of research environments to allow scholars at Durham, and
Fellows from around the world, to engage with each other on this most
relevant of questions and to develop their thinking and research in new
directions. This was achieved by providing seed-corn funding for a range
of Durham-led research activities, by weekly seminars led by the IAS
Fellows, as well as by encouraging informal interactions over morning
coffee in the Fellows' lounge and during lunches and dinners held in
Durham Colleges, providing opportunities to engage with the University's
postgraduate research community, and by offering seminar space to hold
research conversations. All this alongside providing Fellows with quiet
office space, removed from their day-to-day obligations, to think and
develop their ideas over a three month period within the stimulating
research environment of Durham University.

We invite you to dip into this report to discover what has emerged as a
result of this year long focus on the question of what is means to be
human, and to learn about the wide range of exciting activities and
opportunities that exist at Durham's Institute of Advanced Study.

A Welcome from the Directors
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19 distinguished scholars and artists
from 14 universities and research
institutes across 6 countries

discussing and researching (among many other things):

• Legal history, manmade disasters, stupidity, racism, terrorism
photography, dehumanization, medicine and wellbeing

and producing:

• Books, lectures, articles, art works, research projects

Between 2008 and 2009, 19 scholars and artists based at universities
or research institutes from the UK and internationally were hosted by
the IAS to spend 3 months in Durham as Fellows. During their stay,
they pursued programmes of research, writing, and creative work, and
presented seminars and lectures to groups within Durham University
and to the general public.

Fellows



Professor Christa Davis Acampora
Hunter College, USA
Grey College/St. Mary’s College

Christa Davis Acampora's specialisms include modern European
philosophy and aesthetics. Whilst at the IAS, she analysed ways in
which de-humanization occurs in the definition of a terrorist enemy.

Professor Frances Bartkowski
Rutger’s University, USA
St. Mary’s College

Fran Bartkowski is a feminist theorist, literary critic and novelist,
whose research has covered issues such as feminism, identity and
kinship. Her time at the IAS brought her close to completing her novel
about post-Holocaust Germany, An Afterlife, and invigorated her interest
in the visual arts, through engagement with the work of artists Chris
Gollon and Jane Alexander.

Professor Christopher Brooks 
Durham University

Christopher Brooks' research ranges widely in the history of early-modern
England, with a particular focus on the law and its cultural implications.
His fellowship enabled him to read more broadly into the relationship
between human rights and 'being human,' as he looked at modern legal,
philosophical and anthropological texts.

Professor David Campbell
Durham University

David Campbell's research focus is on visual culture and international
politics, especially photography and the representation of atrocity,
famine and war. His book project on Geopolitics and Visuality was
stimulated by numerous conversations with many colleagues across a
wide-range of disciplines.

Professor Christa Davis Acampora
Professor Frances Bartkowski
Professor Christopher Brooks 

Professor David Campbell
Dr Charles Fernyhough
Dr Ingo Gildenhard
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Dr Charles Fernyhough
Durham University

Charles Fernyhough is a developmental psychologist who has looked
primarily at children's private speech and social understanding. He is
also a writer of fiction and literary journalism. Whilst his time at the IAS
was primarily spent on developing a book on the phenomenology of
thinking, conversations with other fellows spurred him to initiate a new
project on memory and narrative. 

Dr Ingo Gildenhard
Durham University

Ingo Gildenhard's main area of research is on the Classical Tradition.
The IAS workshop on 'Myths of Transformation' led him to propose an
edited collection on Metamorphosis: In Antiquity and Beyond, whilst his
Fellowship project on 'Identity and Flux in Western Conceptions of
Humanity' expanded into a study of 'Ovid and the Bible,' for which he
was awarded a Major Leverhulme Research Fellowship from 2009-12.

Mr Chris Gollon
St. Mary’s College

Chris Gollon is an established and award-winning name in British
painting. He produced sixteen paintings on the theme of 'Being Human'
during his time as artist-in-residence at the IAS; these were exhibited in
London in May 2009, with a catalogue co-produced by the IAS.
Paintings by Chris Gollon feature throughout this report.

Professor Jill Gordon
University of Sydney, Australia
St. Mary’s College

Jill Gordon works in the field of medical education, serving on advisory
councils in Australia and publishing on the health professions. As well as
leading meetings for a number of projects during her stay, she worked
with colleagues at Durham University to develop the £1.9 million
interdisciplinary Centre for Medical Humanities, supported by a
Wellcome Trust Medical Humanities Strategic Award. 

“I don’t know if I can say enough about how
absolutely idyllic the fellowship time and
circumstances were for me: the setting in terms of
place and people was completely inspirational.”
Frances Bartkowski

“My encounter with the other Fellows, men and
women of words, has enabled my work to move
on to previously unthought-out territory.”
Chris Gollon



As a philosopher, Christa Davis Acampora's IAS Fellowship
saw her consider de-humanization in the "war on terror."

Do philosophers have a social obligation to engage with real-world issues,
such as the contemporary politics of terrorism?

At the risk of being cheeky, I would say that in the abstract philosophers
have no such obligation, because philosophy is something that anyone
can do. But, if the question pertains to professional philosophers, then
yes - there are social obligations to contribute to and direct thoughtful
discussion of "real-world" concerns, because it is society that creates the
space for thinking that professional philosophers require. Of course, this
does not mean that philosophers must always or only devote themselves
to topics the public finds useful. Most, if not all, philosophical questions
have living, breathing relevance. It is just that philosophers are not
always so mindful of calling attention to it.

In your article for the IAS Insights journal, you refer to US Colonel, Ted
Westhusing, who committed suicide because he felt the rules of engagement
did not sufficiently distinguish between enemies and innocents. Should
soldiers be educated in the arts of ethics, as well as of war? 

Certainly, but this is already a part of their training. In fact, Colonel
Westhusing was a professor of ethics at Westpoint Academy. The arts of
ethics and war were central to his identity. The thinking that goes into
the arts of ethics is supposedly codified in the "rules of engagement"
(ROI), which provide the conditions for the possibility of a just war and

for soldiers, without the necessity of moral deliberation, to do the right
thing. Part of Westhusing's problem was that the ROI, as he knew them,
were virtually impossible to follow, since he could not distinguish enemy
from innocent. The construction and organization of the US "war on
terror," in part, created the situation of indistinguishability, but it might
not be distinctive. Some have argued that this is what modern warfare
has become, and, in fact, the US Army Field Manual revises ROI in light
of the ambiguities contemporary soldiers face. Whether or not it
effectively provides guidance for action is another matter.  

How did your IAS Fellowship help you to engage with this challenging,
complex subject? 

I was keen to collect empirical evidence for my analysis, and my interest
in exploring terrorism by organizing it around analysis of specific cases
required me to work with a variety of documents that philosophers do not
ordinarily consider, including policy statements, interviews, planning
documents, and so on. I greatly benefited from working alongside and
among colleagues from other disciplines that routinely analyze such
materials. At Durham, I was particularly grateful for acquaintances I
made in the Geography department, which has several faculty members
who are working on the same or similar topics. My fellowship at the IAS
provided me opportunities to get critical feedback, which is challenging
to get otherwise. I am still benefiting from discussions with colleagues,
comments on my work, and exchanges of works in progress that were
made while I was a fellow. 

12  |  13Fellows

Talking About Terrorism

David Campbell is a Geographer at Durham University who
held an IAS Fellowship, during which he used the Sudan
archives at Durham's Palace Green Library to develop a
chapter for his book on Geopolitics and Visuality.

What is the "story" of this image?

This 1903 photograph is entitled Still Life with Ladies and Servants,
near Mongalla, Upper Nile. It shows an elephant kill made on a winter
safari, and features the wives of several high officials of the colonial
authority in Sudan, plus one Colonel Drage.

Why insight does it give into colonial behaviour?

Most of the photos in the Sudan archive were never intended for public
presentation. They were personal, candid "snapshots," taking advantage of
increasingly portable dry plate cameras. As such, they offer an unusually
private insight into unscripted colonial behaviour. In this case, although
seemingly composed to make a social point, in fact the composition is
probably unconscious, and therefore reveals two entrenched assumptions
in colonial minds: firstly, the mastery over nature, as symbolised by the
colonials standing on the back of the elephant; and secondly, the relative
status of the Sudanese, who always appear in the background or at the
edges of the photos in the Sudan archive. 

What is the relevance of studying colonial images?

When we see modern footage of the majority world, as in the Haiti
earthquake, we witness a similarly distant and dominated other. On the
one hand, humanitarian photography provokes a welcome charity response;
but on the other, it makes victims into passive objects of human action.
Seeing this effect in historically distant archival images makes us more
aware of the potential problems of photography in the present.

How did your IAS Fellowship help your research?

Not only was I able to pursue my Sudan project, it allowed me to relate
my archival work to contemporary events. For example, the war in Gaza
was in the media at the time, and through discussions with IAS Fellow
Adi Ophir, and with the time and space to think that was afforded by the
IAS, I was able to write a research paper responding to the images
emerging from the Gaza conflict.

Elephant Kill

Christa Acampora’s article on ‘Agonistic Politics and the “War on Terror”’ 
is available to download from: www.durham.ac.uk/ias/insights/volume2/article11

A recording of David Campbell’s IAS public lecture on ‘Sighting Sudan:
Photography from the Colonial Period to the Conflict in Darfur’ is available to download from:

www.durham.ac.uk/ias/events/fellowslectures200809/campbell

Agonistic Politics and the
‘War on Terror’

Agonistic Politics and the
‘War on Terror’

Volume 2 Number 11

Insights

Christa Davis Acampora

2009
ISSN 1756-2074

Institute of
Advanced
Study



Professor Robert Hariman                               
Northwestern University, USA
University College

Robert Hariman's scholarship focuses on the relationships between art
and argument in political culture. Using his Fellowship to commence a
project on 'stupidity,' his encounters with students and fellows
unexpectedly renewed his commitment to humanist scholarship.

Professor Sonia Kruks
Oberlin College, USA
St. Cuthbert's Society

Sonia Kruks is a political philosopher who is best known for her work on
the political and social ideas of the French existentialists. Whilst at the
IAS, she continued to work on her monograph on Simone de Beauvoir.

Professor Eduardo Mendieta
Stony Brook University, USA
Collingwood College

Eduardo Mendieta has translated the work of international
philosophers, and more recently published on the philosophy of war.
His current book on 'philosophical animals' unexpectedly acquired two
new chapters as a result of novel, interdisciplinary conversations with
Fellows and Durham academics.

Professor Nirmalangshu Mukherji
University of Delhi, India
St. Cuthbert’s Society

Nirmalangshu Mukherji's current interests lie with biolinguistics, the
nature of musical organisation, and the general properties of the human
mind. He received a broad spectrum of cross-disciplinary feedback
from IAS fellows and Durham academics as he planned his next book,
Routes to Reference.
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Professor Tom Nairn
RMIT University, Australia
University College

Tom Nairn has made a significant contribution to studies of nationalism
and political theory over the last four decades. He produced two reviews
for The London Review of Books, and an introduction to a volume of
collected essays during his Fellowship.

Professor Adi Ophir
The Cohn Institute, Israel
Van Mildert College

Adi Ophir's main research interest lies with modern and contemporary
continental philosophy in relation to ethics, political philosophy and
critical theory. Whilst working on projects on the history and theory of
man-made disasters, 'divine violence' and 'the political,' he engaged in
political discussions with students and academics, and began ongoing
conversations with colleagues in and beyond the IAS.

Dr Arun Saldanha
University of Minnesota, USA
St. Mary's College

Arun Saldanha explores the dynamics of bodily difference, especially those
relating to race. The interdisciplinary approach to 'Being Human' fostered
by the IAS led him to reconceptualise the challenge of his embryonic book
project, The Political Phenotype: Antiracist Science and Philosophy.

Dr Roger Smith
Institute of the History of Science and Technology, Russi
Hatfield College

Roger Smith's research has centred on the history of the relations
between mind and brain. In being encouraged to participate in a wide-
range of discussions, with diverse audiences, he became more conscious
of the way in which there exists an uneasy relationship between
descriptive notions of the 'human' and moral ideas of the 'humane.'
This is something that informed his planning of a new book on 'science'
in the period 1870-1910. 

“What occurred at the IAS was a deepening of
understanding. I have come to a more serious
engagement with one of the foundational
problems in the human sciences.”
Robert Hariman

“The nine weeks I spent in Durham were
among the most productive and at the same
time most pleasant I have spent in years.”
Adi Ophir

Chris Gollon
Jill Gordon
Robert Hariman   

Sonia Kruks
Adi Ophir
Arun Saldanha
  



Professor Maren Stange
The Cooper Union, USA
Van Mildert College

Maren Stange is an Americanist noted for scholarship in visual culture
and cultural history. The uninterrupted research period facilitated by her
Fellowship enabled her to complete the 1960s civil rights section of her
forthcoming book on Photography and the End of Segregation.
She welcomed the IAS's demands that Fellows engage in future- and
policy-orientated discussion relevant to current global issues.

Professor Abye Tasse
Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia
Grey College

Abye Tasse is an experienced social work educator. At the IAS, he
prepared articles on Ethiopian guerrilla fighters, and on migration. At the
end of his fellowship, he was offered an Honorary Professorship in the
School of Applied Social Sciences.

Professor Mark Turner
Case Western Reserve University, USA
St. John's College

Mark Turner studies the nature of the cognitive operations that
distinguished human beings from other species during the Upper
Paleolitic period. He used his time at the IAS to write a crucial article,
whilst collaborating with Charles Fernyhough on the 'Thinking with
Feeling' workshops.

Roger Smith
Maren Stange
Abye Tasse
Mark Turner
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“I came away feeling that Durham as a
place is one of the best in the world for
conducting research and academic work.”
Abye Tasse

The IAS administers the award of three annual Sir Derman
Christopherson/Sir James Knott Foundation Fellowships
on behalf of the University's Research Committee. These
allow gifted Durham University researchers a term's leave
from teaching, with recipients automatically granted IAS
Affiliate status.

Professor Neil Cameron
Department of Chemistry

Neil Cameron continued his work to develop porous three-dimensional
scaffolds for the routine in-vitro culture of cells. The technology is
currently being commercialised through the Durham University spin-out
company, ReInnervate Ltd.

Professor Timothy Clark
Department of English Studies

This fellowship helped Timothy Clark to work on his monograph,
The Cambridge Introduction to Literature and the Environment,
which describes the way the global environmental crisis challenges
many dominant conceptions in the fields of literature and language.

Professor Matthew Ratcliffe
Department of Philosophy

Matthew Ratcliffe worked towards his book on Touch: Philosophical
Foundations, addressing the nature of touch and its importance to
emotion and being in the world. This can inform our understanding of
certain psychiatric and other medical conditions. 

Affiliates

For full biographies of all the IAS Fellows, and further details of their research before 
and during their time at the IAS, visit: www.durham.ac.uk/ias/fellows/0809fellows



3 designed to stimulate frontier research along themes such as:

• Home, mind, consciousness and the body, humanising practice, 
crises of personhood, abjection, bare-life and dehumanisation

Every year, IAS support enables Durham academics to engage in
conversations and activities with Fellows, international colleagues, early-
career researchers and policy makers. Every event stands at a confluence
of leading-edge ideas taken from different disciplines. This
interdisciplinary conversation catalyses research and policy initiatives in
new directions, and often leads directly to publications, major research
grants - or simply new ways of thinking.
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17 IAS-supported programmes of
events, including 11 workshops,
37 seminars, 5 symposia and
uncountable inspirational conversations

New Thinking



Abjection, Bare-Life, and Dehumanisation
Organised by Ben Anderson (Geography), Andrea Noble (Modern
Languages and Cultures)

Being Human: Humanity and the Divine 
in the Medieval  and Renaissance Worlds
Organised by Giles Gasper (History), Sarah Semple (Archaeology),
Corinne Saunders (English)

Displacement and Dispossession
Organised by Lorna Fox O'Mahony, James Sweeney (Law)

Emotions and Feelings in Psychiatric Illness
Organised by Anthony Atkinson (Psychology), Matthew Ratcliffe
(Philosophy)

From Neuron to Language
Organised by Charles Heywood, A.D. Milner (Psychology), Wolfram
Hinzen (Philosophy), Roy Quinlan (Biological and Biomedical Sciences)

Home: Philosophical Foundations
Organised by Simon P. James (Philosophy)

Home, Settlement and Dwelling: Temporal Perspectives
Organised by John Chapman (Archaeology)

Humanising Practice: Everyday Life Practices 
and Human Dignity in the Professions
Organised by Lena Dominelli (Applied Social Sciences),
Jane Macnaughton (Medicine and Health)

Humanity Between Biology and Culture:
The Niche Construction Perspective
Organised by Jeremy Kendal, Jamie Tehrani (Anthropology) 

Myths of Transformation
Organised by Ingo Gildenhard (Classics)

Setting a Value on Human Life
Co-hosted with the Durham Forum for Health

Thinking with Feeling
Organised by staff from English, Philosophy and Psychology

Transcultural Home: 'Timeless' Ecologies and Philosophies
Organised by Divya P. Tolia-Kelly (Geography)
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Programme of Events

The central aim of the IAS is to catalyse a different kind of
'frontier knowledge,'  generated through the engagement of
specialists brought together to work on research topics that
reach across the disciplines. The IAS embodies and connects
every subject area at Durham University, whether in the Arts
and Humanities, the Sciences, or the Social Sciences.

Key to this are the weekly Fellows Seminars, which provide an open forum
for 'thinking aloud.' Experts discuss their latest findings, or speculative
research possibilities, with academics and postgraduates from other
disciplines. The cross-disciplinary conversations that result help drive
scholars to entertain new perspectives on established critical enquiries.
A few examples of open-ended questions addressed by these seminars,
or 'up for grabs' in debate are:

•  What is stupidity? 
Robert Hariman

•  Are human beings ‘political animals’? 
Christopher Brooks

•  What do our reactions to old age tell us about our humanity?
Sonia Kruks

•  What, actually, is photography? 
David Campbell

What does it mean to ‘be human’ in medicine? Jill Gordon
All the additional IAS events that comprised the 'Being Human'
programme were open to a broad audience, and were partly or wholly-
funded by the IAS. They, too, took place at the interface of different
disciplinary ways of thinking about the 'human.'

Demonstrating the creative, interdisciplinary interactions
that are essential to the IAS's work, all the illustrations
included alongside the following events are taken from the
paintings by Chris Gollon, IAS Fellow and Artist-in-
Residence 2008-2009.

The 16 paintings that Chris produced on the ‘Being Human’ theme were
exhibited at the IAS at the end of his residency in March 2009 and also
at IAP Fine Art Gallery in London during May and June 2009. All the
paintings have been captured, alongside essays by some of the IAS
Fellows, in a stunning 52-page colour catalogue entitled Being Human:
Paintings by Chris Gollon, available to buy from IAP Fine Art. They will
also feature in art historian Tamsin Pickeral’s new book Chris Gollon:
Humanity in Art, which will be published in May 2010.

In the  pieces he produced
during his residency, Chris
responded directly to the
experiences and
conversations he had with
IAS Fellows and Durham
academics involved with the
IAS. His work illustrates the
theme of 'Being Human' in
experimental, often
provocative, ways. His studio
at the IAS became a sort of
laboratory, testing what it
means to 'Be Human.'

Crossing Disciplines

“The issues we addressed at these workshops are of
interest not only to philosophers, psychiatrists and
psychologists, but also to researchers in allied
disciplines, including neuroscience, anthropology,
literature studies, and a wider public.”
Emotions and Feelings in Psychiatric Illness

“The symposium included a poetry event
which led to a grounded examination of
theoretical and conceptual frameworks.
This experimental approach was described
as ‘stunning’ by a key scholar who attended.”
Transcultural Home Symposium

Illustrating the Human



What is a person? How are people dehumanised? Modern
multiculturalism has rapidly changed what we understand
as a person, whilst war and technology have led to a myriad
of new processes for dehumanisation and destruction. 

Understanding the ways in which we come to understand our own
'humanness' through language, political rhetoric, or the visual media has
become one of the most pressing political issues of our times. However,
it can only be understood through contexualising modern notions of the
human against historical ones. Ten seminars and a workshop on Rhetoric
of Personhood, and three workshops on Abjection, Bare Life, and
Dehumanisation assumed these dual perspectives on 'Being Human.' 

International and Durham-based contributors to the former series came
from Anthropology, Classics, English Studies, Modern Languages and
Cultures and Philosophy. Drawing on experiences of other cultures, and
a heritage of performance, narrative, and art, they showed how many
different versions of personhood may be current in a given social
situation, and how people attempt to realise some version of
personhood for themselves. 

The workshops on Abjection dealt with more contemporary concerns.
They discussed how the visual media, especially photography, bear
witness to dehumanisation, and how visual culture can help to foster
humanitarianism. 
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...Dehumanisation and Selfhood
• Proposed special issue of the journal

Environment and Planning on the theme of
‘affirmative critique and dehumanisation,’
drawing on papers from the Abjection workshop

• Cambridge University Press considering
publishing papers from Rhetoric of
Personhood workshop

• Do animals count as ‘persons’?

• What is the brain physiology that allows us to
think of people?

• In what ways are lives destroyed or abandoned?

• Who bears witness to dehumanisation?

‘Almost Human’ by Chris Gollon

As medicine becomes increasingly technological and costly,
a workshop and seminar series asked how we can best
ensure that we continue to deal humanely with patients or
others in need.

In contexts as diverse as business, disaster situations, and the
developing world, the practice of giving care or being caring is
paramount. A series of eight seminars on Humanising Practice: Everyday
Life Practices and Human Dignity in the Professions brought together
international and local practitioners and academics to share best
practice and case studies. 

One particular problem with humanitarian care surrounds the financial
value placed on a human life. For example, in developing guidance on
the use of medicines, the National Institute for Health and Clinical
Excellence (NICE) implies a value on human life of about £30,000 per
year. Is it legitimate to quantify the human patient in this way? 

This pressing question can only be answered by simultaneously
considering economic, medical, philosophical and theological points of
view. A forum, hosted jointly with the Durham Forum for Health,
discussed the difficulty of Setting a Value on Human Life. It concluded
that, while calculating a monetary value to life might help in deciding
where to allocate resources in the health service, many other non-
monetary values - such as human fulfilment and recognition - expose the
limitations of such calculations. 

...Humanising Practice
• Strong reciprocal links with the University of

Addis Ababa formed through award of an
Honorary Professorship to IAS Fellow Abye
Tasse, and a capacity-building visit to Durham
by his colleagues

• Funding proposal to establish a Centre on
Migration at Addis Ababa, partnered with
Durham University

• Proposal to undertake a joint Durham-University
of Sydney research project on the ethical and
scientific foundations of medicine

• Attendance by participants of ‘Humanising
Practice’ at subsequent conferences on ‘Virtues
at Work’ and ‘Social Work in Times of Disaster’

“The events associated with the
series initiated a wide range of
conversations and ideas for further
research that continue to be
pursued. These would not have
occurred without IAS funding.”
Lena Dominelli and Jane Macnaughton,
Organisers of the Humanising Practice Seminar Series

‘Satyr Mourning Over a Nymph (after Piero di Cosimo)’ by Chris Gollon



With the advent of modern cognitive science, researchers
are able to probe the neurological functions that distinguish
us as humans, such as language and complex emotions.
However, science alone cannot capture the complex
experience of being human. This makes the study of mind
and consciousness ripe for interdisciplinary approaches
from across the sciences, arts and social sciences.

A three-day workshop on Emotions and Feelings in Psychiatric Illness
brought together philosophers, psychiatrists and psychologists. Current
research into psychiatric conditions shows that philosophers and
psychologists have traditionally overlooked the importance of emotions to
rational thinking and affective feeling. Conversely, psychiatric literature
remains unclear as to what emotions actually are; here, concepts and
data provided by philosophers and psychologists can help to fill the gaps
in the psychiatric body of evidence. 

By sharing knowledge across these disciplines, this pathfinding
workshop staked out the new conceptual issues that need to be covered
by interdisciplinary emotion research. 

Along a comparable theme, a three-day symposium on From Neuron to
Language focused more on the neuroscience of language. Where is
syntax formed in the brain? How does language relate to genes?

Questions like these form some of the foundational problems for current
neuroscientists, as well as for philosophers and linguists. By bringing
together 90 researchers from such disciplines, this event put Durham on
the map for research in this field.

...Mind and Consciousness
• Do we speak because we think, or think 

because we speak?

• What is an ‘emotion’ anyway?

• Formation of enduring collaborative research
groups, and follow-up workshops

• Edited volume and/or journal special issue,
with offers from Phenomenology and the
Cognitive Sciences and Philosophy,
Psychiatry and Psychology for papers from
‘Emotions and Feelings’

• A special issue of Language and Cognitive
Processes on ‘The Neuroscience Signs of
Semantics,’ which will be guest-edited by a
philosopher as well as a neuroscientist, a world-
first collaboration for a neuroscience publication

‘Prayer’ triptych by Chris Gollon

Do we think with our minds, with our bodies, or with both?
Three workshops connected  cognitive science with our
literary heritage to discuss new research and historical
experience in this area. 

Western culture has long assumed that our minds and our bodies are
different things. Our minds are capable of rational thought, whilst our
bodies merely move us around and produce 'gut' emotional reactions -
such as fear or sadness - to the world we encounter. 

However, Charles Darwin hypothesised that embodied emotional
responses are crucial to our ability to survive. Building upon his work,
neuroscientists have shown that without bodily feelings and expressions
of emotion, we would not be able to think rationally at all. And so it is
that poets, novelists and dramatists have long exploited our embodied
emotions, making us laugh or cry in response to fictional stories, and in
doing so helping us to think about how we relate to the human world.
To feel an emotional response to a character in a narrative is also, then,
to think rationally about our lives and challenges. 

The notion of Thinking With Feeling lies, then, at the intersection of
disciplines such as cognitive science, psychology, literary studies and
philosophy. These three workshops allowed academics to look at mind-
body dualism from a variety of new angles, spinning off both into
neuroscience and literary studies. 

...Mind and Body 
• £294 000 AHRC Award for co-organiser

Matthew Ratcliffe, for a project on Experience
in Depression

• Workshop members to initiate grant application
to further ideas in relation to literary writing

• Enhancement of monographs of Durham-based
conference organisers

• Why might reading Middlemarch benefit us
from an evolutionary perspective?

• Are people who read a lot of literary fiction
better at empathising than non-readers?

• How does vocalising poetry help us mentally to
comprehend its meaning?

• Do we cry because we feel depressed, or do we
feel depressed when we cry?

‘The Philosopher’s Dream’ by Chris Gollon
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Central to our notion of our humanity is our creation of
homes. The establishment of home environments was
central to our evolutionary development, whilst many
current geo-political problems stem from displacement and
a sense of homelessness. 

Four interrelated symposia considered the importance of the home to
human development from a variety of disciplinary perspectives, including
law, politics, anthropology, evolutionary science, and archaeology, and
demonstrated the flexibility afforded by the IAS's commitment to funding
interdisciplinary work.

The series was inaugurated by a workshop which sought to establish the
Philosophical Foundations for the notion of home, ranging from the
practice of gardening to the poetry of Rilke and Chinese philosophy.
Another workshop on Home: Temporal Perspectives thought about the
significance of home through from our hunter-gatherer ancestors in the
deep past, to the dense urban spaces of the present. Meanwhile, policy
makers and legal experts descended on Durham to discuss Displacement
and Dispossession at an interdisciplinary workshop reflecting on
contemporary global debates. The final symposium on Transcultural
Home brought together artists, curators, and academics to think about
the notion of 'home' across non-Western cultures. The workshop ran to
an innovative format, which introduced performances of poetry, song and
dance from different cultures into academic discussions. 

...Home
The human rights of the homeless

The practice of gardening
Neanderthal homes
Posthuman homes

Home in Chinese philosophy
Home in the poetry of Rilke

• Edited collection on The Law of Home:
Displacement and Dispossession

• Proposed special issue of the journal
Ethics and Education

• Proposed conference monograph on home in
the deep past

• Follow-up conference on the “Mesolithic and
Neolithic Transition” planned for 2010

‘Human’ by Chris Gollon

How does human culture modify our evolutionary biology?
Humans are uniquely able to adapt their environment,
rather than evolving passively in response to it. The 'niche
construction perspective' draws together biology with
anthropology, archaeology with computer modelling in an
effort to understand this effect.

A one-day forum on Humanity Between Biology and Culture: The Niche
Construction Perspective allowed the free exchange of research findings
from different fields of enquiry. 

Contributors, for example, talked about using computer simulations to
measure the effect of dairy farming on genetic evolution, and they
explored how genetic tracers can help us to reconstruct the lives of early
hunter-gatherers. They also considered the significance of the advent of
wealth and economies on more recent human transformations. 

This workshop brought together speakers from the US and around the
UK, but more importantly represented the value of drawing on
contributors from across disciplines in order to tackle the common
theme of 'Being Human' in the world.

...Biology and Culture

• Consolidated research network that will feed
into the planned Centre for Coevolution of
Biology and Culture

• Application for a special edition of the
Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society

‘The Wheel of Fortune (After Goya)’ by Chris Gollon
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Humans have always constructed myths and beliefs about
their origins and identity. Understanding history, then, is
vital if we are to understand the human in modernity.

One key myth that threads across cultural studies, national identities and
temporal boundaries is that of metamorphosis. How do different cultural
traditions represent metamorphoses? Why is metamorphosis so central to
the Western culture, through from the ancient Greeks to twentieth-
century literature? How does the concept of metamorphosis help human
beings to negotiate reality? International contributors were brought
together from various disciplines to focus on the central topic of Myths of
Transformation at a three-day workshop.

The notion of metamorphosis forms one element of the more general
metaphysical construction of the Divine. A seven-seminar series on
Being Human: Humanity and the Divine in the Medieval and
Renaissance Worlds attracted eminent speakers from across Europe,
placing Durham's own interdisciplinary Centre for Medieval and
Renaissance Studies at the centre of research into this area. As well as
looking at Christian perspectives stretching back into Medieval Europe,
participants also considered other world-views of the Divine, such as
those of the Viking world, and world cosmology and religion. 

...Human Histories
• Planned further collaboration between the

University of Siena and Durham University in
the area of the classical tradition

• Planned edited volume on Metamorphosis in
Antiquity and Beyond

• Medieval and Renaissance Postgraduate
Discussion Group funded for a Summer
conference along the theme of “Being Human
in the Middle Ages and Renaissance”

• Cultivation of closer collaborations with the
universities of Copenhagen, Aarhus and Aberdeen

• Cross-disciplinary funding bids proposed to
look at medieval science, Nature, and various
research workshops

“The premise of the workshop,
borne out by the proceedings, was
that a trans-disciplinary look at the
phenomenon of metamorphosis
would enhance thinking and
research in each discipline.”
Ingo Gildenhard,
Organiser of the Myths of Transformation Workshop  

‘Angels’ by Chris Gollon

New Thinking



4 by engaging the University's postgraduate
researchers with IAS themes through:

• Seminars, The Kaleidoscope Journal, Conferences,                           
Close contact with Fellows

The IAS provides research postgraduates with a unique opportunity to
meet and exchange ideas with some of the most distinguished scholars
from across the world and to access to a wide range of events, either
specially hosted for postgraduates, or held in conjunction with other
University events. 

Postgraduate researchers are able to attend and present at dedicated
research seminars in the IAS, or at joint IAS-Ustinov Seminars hosted by
the University's dedicated postgraduate college. Postgraduate researchers
are also specially invited to attend all Fellows Seminars (see p.21). Finally,
early-career researchers have the opportunity to arrange conferences, and
to edit and publish their work in the Kaleidoscope journal.

Researchers of Tomorrow
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Building multi- and inter-disciplinary
research expertise



Human Monsters, Monstrous Humans? Humanity,
Divinity and Interspecies Hybrids
Presented by Dr Robert Song (Theology)

This paper considered the moral challenge presented by the Human
Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008, which allowed for the creation of
human-animal hybrids. It sought to put contemporary developments within
a religious heritage of thought dating back to the seventeenth century.

Writing About Science in Different Hats
Presented by Dr Charles Fernyhough (Psychology; IAS Fellow)

Charles Fernyhough reflected on his attempts to be creatively innovative in his
science writing, with reference to his book and blog, The Baby in the Mirror

Rereading Posthumanism in 
The War of the Worlds and Independence Day
Presented by Alistair Brown (English Studies; Research Postgraduate)

This paper discussed two popular science fiction works, and considered
how views of their moral and technological messages changed after World
War One and the September 11th terrorist attacks.

The Ustinov Seminars are student-run workshops held at the
University's postgraduate college. Two seminars during
2008-2009 focused on the IAS theme.

The seminars in 2008 and 2009 allowed postgraduates from the
sciences, arts and social sciences to present their work, alongside the
cutting-edge research of IAS Fellows (Jill Gordon, Roger Smith, Frances
Bartowski, Eduardo Mendieta, Abye Tasse). 

Themes covered a host of approaches to the notion of 'being human,' from
medieval medicine to cognitive science to Inuit attitudes towards home.

 

“Talking with Fellow Maren Stange was a unique
experience made possible by the IAS. It was invaluable
to be able to learn from, and exchange ideas with,
someone at the very top of their research field.” 
Kate Griffin, Research Postgraduate

Postgraduate Seminars Joint Ustinov-IAS Seminars

Jacques Derrida 2009
Organised by Maebh Long (English)

This two-day conference invited established international scholars on
Derrida to share a platform with research postgraduates, to discuss two of
Derrida's writings. As well as formal papers, the conference included
performance pieces, video and film, and an interactive musical
performance written specially for the event by a PhD student in the
University's Department of Music.

Afterlives
Organised by Professor Stephen Regan, with Postgraduate Assistance

This day-long conference brought together research students to consider
the theme of 'afterlife' in literature, culture and the visual arts; there were
also papers considering philosophical and theological perspectives on
death, with a concluding keynote from Professor Douglas Davies, Director
of the Centre for Death and Life Studies at Durham University.

Kaleidoscope is the IAS's postgraduate journal, publishing
the best interdisciplinary research by early-career scholars
from all disciplines, across universities in the UK and
internationally. It is edited by a cross-disciplinary team of
postgraduates, and published in collaboration with Gylphi,
an academic publisher.

'Being Human' (Volume 3, Issue 1)
This issue presented four peer-reviewed articles and five book reviews.
Articles covered the representations of Medea in seventeenth- and
eighteenth-century literature, the American poet Hart Crane, the ethics of
foetal ultrasound scans, and the theory of human geography.

'Beyond the Human' (Volume 3, Issue 2)
The four articles here covered cloning in Ishiguro, mechanical images of
man in the 18th century, the construction of concepts of humanity in
Mark's gospel and Shelley's "The Sensitive Plant". A review essay analysed
constructs of the human in Metzinger and Canfield's books on the science
of the mind and the development of language. 

Postgraduate Conferences Kaleidoscope Journal
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The current editor-in-chief, Maebh Long (English Studies),
reflects on the two journal issues published on the theme 
of 'Being Human'

For Issue 3.1 of Kaleidoscope, the editors decided to respond to the
postgraduate community's growing interest in the journal and to publish
biannual editions. 3.1 directly addressed the Institute's theme of Being
Human, while 3.2 looked Beyond the Human to different or problematic
versions, approaches and conceptualisations of humanity. 

Both themes provoked submissions of excellent quality, and gave a
wonderful insight into the high-level academic research being conducted
by postgraduates. As ever, the interdisciplinary focus means that the
journal presents a cross-section of current studies, and the published
articles work together to analyse questions of humanity without being
restricted to a single discipline's vocabulary or syntax. The peer-review
process provides detailed feedback to postgraduates from postgraduates,
and enables early-career researchers to see how their work interacts with
research being conducted by their peers.

The relationship with Glyphi, an academic publisher, is ongoing, and they
continue to provide the journal with high-quality typesetting. We have been
delighted and enthused by the response to Kaleidoscope - our website
counter has recorded hits of nearly 10,000 a month - and we have been
contacted by national and international conference organisers to publish
their conference proceedings.

Issue 3.1's theme of Being Human presented thought-provoking reflections
on humanity and subjectivity through articles on 17th and 18th century
alterations to the character of Medea, Hart Crane's relationship with his
sexuality, heritage and country, the mother-foetus connection as perceived by
Levinasian ethics, and humanity's modes of  spatially contextualising itself. 

Issue 3.2's Beyond the Human saw analyses of alternative approaches to the
human in 18th century engagements with the man-machine, in the different
formulations of humanity called for by Mark's gospels, in Shelley's "sensitive-
plant" and cloning in Ishiguro's Never Let Me Go.

We look forward to the coming issue 4.1 which both engages with the IAS
theme of Water and presents the conference proceedings of Durham's
Afterlives conference. 4.1 should be online in June 2010.  

Editing Kaleidoscope

Researchers of Tomorrow

The Kaleidoscope journal can be accessed freely online at: www.durham.ac.uk/kaleidoscope

“The analyses progress from the single figure
in a specific historical period to a situating of
then human being not in time but in space, a
contemporary reading of universal themes.”
Issue 3.1 Editorial

“This issue reaches out beyond the human, to the
other than human and the human, otherwise.” 
Issue 3.2 Editorial



5
bringing together:

• Princes, Public, Postgraduates, Professors and Professionals

Whilst incubating world-class ideas, the IAS is also committed to 
making research accessible to a broader audience. During 2008-2009, 
a programme of events and exhibitions broke research through academic
boundaries and brought it into public life in Durham City and the wider
region. Over the course of this year, thousands of members of the public,
researchers at other institutions, and policy makers were able to share 
in thinking about the human - thinking that has far-reaching 
implications for all.

Public Engagement
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Helping everyone to think about
the big ideas of the present and
future through art works, video and
audio recordings, public lectures,
performances and careers events



The Annual King Hussein Memorial Lecture in Cultural Dialogue
Presented by HRH Prince El Hassan bin Talal of Jordan

This annual lecture promotes top-level reflection on intercultural
understanding and the creative possibilities of mutual intercultural
enrichment. The inaugural lecture, on 'The Human Being is our Most
Valuable Asset,’ was given by eminent thinker and world politician, HRH
Prince El Hassan bin Talal of Jordan, brother of the late King Hussein. 

Identity Without Boundaries
Presented by Professor Lord Bhikhu Parekh

In this lecture, Bhikhu Parekh, former chair of the Runnymede
Commission on the Future of Multi-Ethnic Britain, articulated a view of
identity that might provide the basis of global, multicultural humanism.

Being Human: Who Cares?
Hosted by the Right Honourable 
Grenville Holland, Mayor of Durham

To celebrate the arrival of the Jane Alexander exhibition (see next page),
the Mayor of Durham hosted a roundtable discussion in Durham Town Hall.
This public event brought together IAS Fellows, Durham University
academics, and the Dean of Durham to talk about the problem of caring
for each other in a hectic, modern world. Contributors asked whether
caring is intrinsic to human nature, or an unnatural ethic that we have to
work hard to sustain. More pragmatically, the public audience was
challenged to discuss whether 'Being Human' means creating societies
that care for everyone, or whether we should care only for our close
relatives and friends.

Fellows' Public Lectures
IAS Fellows are world-class researchers at the cutting edge of their
respective disciplines. However, they are also excellent public
communicators, and each IAS Fellow gives a public lecture during their
tenure at the IAS, showcasing the latest research for a general audience. 

Lectures covered issues relevant to contemporary society, such as how to
humanise medicine in an era of increasing technologisation, how man-
made disasters come about, and the history and contemporary significance
of photography and reportage to the maintenance of human rights.

Figuring the Human 
Organised by Charles Fernyhough (Psychology), Ingo Gildenhard (Classics)

This series of five, well-attended public lectures profiled a range of
opinions on the nature and future of humanity, its limits and possibilities.
Speakers included Raymond Tallis on neurology, Richard Holmes on men
in battle, and Marina Warner on a prehistory of flight.

Being Human: Classical Perspectives
Organised by Ingo Gildenhard (Classics)

This series of six lectures explored views on what it means to be human
that originated in Ancient Greece or Rome, and that continue to provide 
a defining point of reference into modernity.

The Well Brain
Organised by Paul Chazot, Roy Quinlan (Biological and Biomedical Sciences)

These publically accessible lectures given at the Centre for Life and Lit
and Phil in Newcastle attracted large and diverse audiences to hear about
cutting-edge research in neuroscience. The well-known scientist Colin
Blakemore led to a careers event for local 6th formers, whilst research
seminars at Durham and Newcastle attracted health practitioners and
academic staff and students from both universities.

Public Lectures “We attracted world-class scientists and this
was largely due to the foresight and vision of
the IAS who made adequate funds available.” 
Paul Chazot and Roy Quinlan, 
Organisers of the Well Brain Public Lecture Series

Public Engagement

Some Lecture Highlights

• Richard Holmes on men in battle

• Colin Blakemore on how our brains interpret what we see

• Marina Warner on the history of flight

• Sonia Kruks on the theory of revenge

Recordings of many IAS public lectures are available to download from www.durham.ac.uk/ias/recordings
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The most exciting frontier for modern biology is to
understand how the human brain functions. Recent
developments in neuroscience have afforded new insights
into the biology and operation of the brain, and a lecture
series on 'The Well Brain' aimed to make these exciting
developments accessible to the public.

As one of the Northeast's premier venues for biological research and public
engagement with science, the Centre for Life in Newcastle seemed an
ideal location to host a series of public lectures delivered by some of the
UK's top neuroscientists and funded by the IAS.

Audiences of over 200 people came to hear Dan Storm (University of
Washington) talking about the importance of a good night's sleep, Neil
Burgess (UCL) on the 'memory puzzle,' and Colin Blakemore (Universities
of Oxford and Warwick) on how our brain interprets the visual world around
us (the latter lecture was hosted in the Lit and Phil museum). 

As one of the UK's most recognisable scientists, Colin Blakemore also gave
a careers presentation to local 6th formers, inspiring them with a vision of
what makes a successful scientist.

Behind the public face of this event, research seminars took place between
these prestigious scientists, health practitioners at local NHS trusts, and
academics from Durham University and the Institute for Neuroscience in
Newcastle. The links forged here led invited-speaker Seth Grant (University
of Cambridge) to become a co-applicant for a Biotechnology and
Biosciences Research Council strategic grant involving Durham scientists.

The series demonstrated how, whilst sponsoring world-class research, 
the IAS can also use its prestige to bring scientists, practitioners and
public together at the University and at research and public institutes
across the region.

Indeed, this series was so successful that the Centre for Life asked 
the Durham organisers, Professor Roy Quinlan and Dr Paul Chazot, to
continue the lecture series into 2009-2010, with a number of events 
in Durham and Newcastle continuing to put insights into the mind out
into the world.

What's in Your Mind?

Public Engagement 40 |  41

Jane Alexander Exhibition 
'On Being Human'

The IAS arranged for South African sculptor Jane Alexander
to exhibit her work publically in the Galilee Chapel in
Durham Cathedral. This was the first opportunity to see 
her work in the UK outside of London.

Jane Alexander is an internationally-acclaimed artist who is best known
for her life-size sculptures, which feature human forms altered with
horns, wings, hooves and other found objects. These figures, perceived
in various states of abjection, invite reflection on what it is to be human
when in situations of poverty, deprivation or oppression.

For this exhibition, Jane displayed her tableau of figures called the 
‘Bom Boys,’ representing the street children of Cape Town, along with
five further sets of figures: ‘Harbinger,’ ‘Scavenger,’ ‘The Defendants,’
‘Lamb with Stolen Boots,’ and ‘Beast.’ These were placed within the
Galilee Chapel, responding specifically to the site and lit only by the
light through its stained glass windows.

During its three week period, the event attracted 8000 visitors, 
and led to regional and national publicity. Art History students from 
Durham University helped to guide and record reactions to the
provocative exhibition.

“We hope that by installing the
exhibition in the Cathedral there
can be a fruitful encounter between
Alexander's depiction of the human
condition and the Christian tradition
with its insights about the possibility
of renewal and hope for humanity.”
The Very Revd Michael Sadgrove, 
Dean of Durham

For more images, or to buy an exhibition catalogue with essays, see
www.durham.ac.uk/ias/onbeinghuman/janealexander

“People were queuing to get into the venue. It was a
memorable evening that left the audience wishing for more.”
Paul Chazot and Roy Quinlan, 
Organisers of the Well Brain Public Lecture Series



Video and Audio Archive
Since the start of the 2008-2009 period, recordings of many
IAS-supported lectures and seminars have been made freely available
online. These can be used by teachers and lecturers, as well as being
of general interest.

Open-Access Publications
The IAS publishes two journals which are both freely available online. 

Insights contains pathfinding research papers written by IAS Fellows,
whilst Kaleidoscope is a premier interdisciplinary journal featuring
postgraduate research. 

The Fellowship scheme and programme of lectures and seminars
supported by the IAS have seen many leading academics, artists and
policy makers from around the world visiting Durham. 

Press coverage of events such as the Jane Alexander art exhibition in
Durham Cathedral, or the London-based launch of the IAS's edited essay
collection, Thinking About Almost Everything has focused attention on
those activities that cross from the University into the public domain.

By introducing leading intellectual figures to the City, and by drawing
attention to Durham's rich intellectual heritage, the IAS is helping to boost
Durham's profile nationally and internationally. 

Online Resources

Public Engagement

Regional Influence

On Being Human
in Medicine

On Being Human
in Medicine

Volume 3 Number 4

Insights

Jill Gordon

2010
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6
The interdisciplinary research supported by the IAS leads directly to 

• Monographs, Edited Essay Collections, Journal Articles,          
and Journalism and Exhibition Catalogues

This section includes publications either written by IAS Fellows, or
emerging from IAS organised activities.  These publications relate to the
Institute’s first two annual themes – ‘The Legacy of Charles Darwin’
(2006-2007) and ‘Modelling’ (2007-2008) – as well as to some non-
thematic IAS supported activities in these years.

Publications 2007-2009
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9 books, 7 chapters, 22 journal
articles, and 3 journal special issues



Anderson, A. (2008) Traditionalism, Interaction, and Long-Distance Sefaring
in Polynesia. The Journal of Island and Coastal Archaeology 3: 240-50.

Barton, S. and Wilkinson, D. (ed.) (2009). Reading Genesis after Darwin.
Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Bentley, A. (ed.) (2008) The Edge of Reason: Science and Religion in
Modern Society. London: Continuum.

Black, L. and Cohen, G. (ed.) (2009) Activism. Special issue of
Parliamentary Affairs 62: 189-367.

Bohn, W. (2008) Three Spanish Ultraist Poets. Revue des Littératures de
l´Union Européenne 8: 13-27.

Braun, M. (2009) The Evolution of Emissions Trading in The European
Union – The Role of Policy Networks, Knowledge and Policy Entrepreneurs.
Accounting, Organizations and Society 34: 469-87.

Brooke, H.J. (2008) Rainbows and Rapture: Scientific Discovery as
Spiritual Experience. In Bentley, A. (ed.) The Edge of Reason: Science and
Religion in Modern Society. London: Continuum. 

---. (2009) ‘Laws impressed on matter by the Creator’? The Origin and the
Question of Religion. In Ruse, M. and Richards, R. (ed.) Cambridge
Companion to the Origin of Species. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, pp. 256-74.

---. (2009) Should the Word ‘Nature’ Be Eliminated? In Proctor, J. (ed.)
Envisioning Nature, Science, and Religion. Conshohocken, PA: John
Templeton Press, pp. 312-36.

---. (2009) Genesis and the Scientists: Dissonance among the
Harmonizers. In Barton, S. and Wilkinson, D. (ed.) Reading Genesis after
Darwin. Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 93-110.

Buikstra, J. and Komar, D. (2007) Forensic Anthropology: Contemporary
Theory and Practice. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Buikstra, J. and Scott, R. (2009) Identity Formation: Communities
and Individuals. In Knudson, K. and Stojanowski, C. (ed.) Bioarchaeology
and Identity in the Americas. Gainesville, FL: University Press of Florida,
pp. 231-36.

Code, L. (2008) Advocacy, Negotiation and the Politics of Unknowing.
Southern Journal of Philosophy 46: 32-51.

Cullen, B. (2007) Outwitted by Viral RNAs. Science 317: 329-30.

Dupré, J. (2007) Real but Modest Gains from Genetic Barcoding.
Genomics, Society and Policy 3: 41-43.

Engels, A. (2009) The European Emissions Trading Scheme: An
Exploratory Study of How Companies Learn to Account for Carbon.
Accounting, Organizations and Society 34: 488-98.

Haslett, J. et al. (2008) A New Approach to Assessing Synchronicity of
Past Events Using Bayesian Reconstructions of Sedimentation History.
Quaternary Science Reviews 27: 1872-85.

Lansing, J.S. et al. (2008) Male Dominance Rarely Skews the Frequency
Distribution of Y Chromosome Haplotypes in Human Populations.
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences USA 105: 11645-50. 

Lohmann, L. (2009) Toward a Different Debate in Environmental
Accounting: The Cases of Carbon and Cost–Benefit. Accounting,
Organizations and Society 34: 499-534.

MacKenzie, D. (2008) Material Markets. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

---. (2009) Making Things the Same: Gases, Emission Rights and the Politics
of Carbon Markets. Accounting, Organizations & Society 34: 440-55.

Monographs, Collections and Articles

Publications

Mamdani, M. (2009) Saviors and Survivors: Darfur, Politics and the War on
Terror. New York, NY: Pantheon.

Moore, J. and Desmond, A. (2009) Darwin's Sacred Cause: Anti-slavery
and the Shaping of Human Evolution. London: Allen Lane.

Moore, J. (2009) Charles Darwin's Faith - Lost and Found? In Numbers,
R.L. (ed.) Galileo Goes to Jail, and Other Myths about Science and
Religion. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, pp. 142-51. 

Musolff, A. And Zinken, J. (ed.) (2009) Metaphor and Discourse. London:
Palgrave Macmillan. Olson, A. et al. (2007) Chemical Mimicry of Viral
Capsid Self-Assembly. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences
104: 20731-36.

O’Neill, M. (ed.) (2008) Romanticism and Its Legacies. Special issue of
Romanticism 14.

Ormerod, P. et. al. (2008) Social Network Markets: A New Definition of the
Creative Industries. Journal of Cultural Economics 32: 167-85.

Ormerod, P. and Roach, A.P. (2008) Emergent Scale-free Social Networks
in History: Burning and the Rise of English Protestantism. Journal of
Cultural Science 1.

Ormerod, P. et al. (2008) Shelf Space Strategy in Long-Tail Markets.
Physics and Society 19: 691-96.

Ormerod, P. (2008) Random Matrix Theory and the Evolution of Business
Cycle Synchronization 1886-2006. Economic E-Journal 2.

---. (2008) Resilience After Local Economic Shocks. Journal of Applied
Economics Letters 17: 503-07.

Powells, G.D. (2009) Complexity, Entanglement and Overflow in the New
Carbon Economy: The Case of the UK's Energy Efficiency Commitment.
Environment and Planning: A 41: 2342-56.

Sandy, M. and Wootton, S. (ed.) (2008) Modelling the Self: Subjectivity
and Identity in Romantic and Post-Romantic Thought and Culture.
Special issue of Romanticism on the Net 51.

Sheets-Johnstone, M. (2008) On the Hazards of Being a Stranger to
Oneself. Psychotherapy and Politics International 6: 17-29.

---. (2009) The Corporeal Turn: An Interdisciplinary Reader. Exeter:
Imprint Academic.

Smith, S. and Searle, B. (ed.) (2009) The Housing Wealth of Nations.
Hoboken, NJ: Wiley Blackwell.

Stark, D. The Sense of Dissonance: Accounts of Worth in Economic Life.
Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2009.

Walker, R. et al. (2008) Hydrocarbon Fuels in Solid Oxide Fuel Cells: 
In Situ Raman Studies of Graphite Formation and Oxidation. Journal of
Physical Chemistry C: 112: 5232-5240.

Walker, R. et al. (2008) Spontaneous Formation of DPPC Monolayers at
Aqueous/Vapor Interfaces and the Impact of Charged Surfactants.
Biochimica et Biophysica Acta 1778: 2368-77.

Wiseman, B. (2008) Tangled up in Blue: Art as Incantatory Magic. In
Stecker I. and Verne, M. (ed.) Astonishment and Evocation: Festschrift for
Stephen Tyler. International Rhetoric Culture Project. 

Zon, B. (2007) Representing Non-Western Music in Nineteenth-Century
Britain. Rochester, NY: University of Rochester Press.
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Edited by Ash Amin and Michael O'Neill, 
with Donna-Marie Brown and Shari Daya

Published in March 2009 by Profile Books, Thinking About Almost
Everything addresses major questions of human knowledge, and offers 
a unique insight into a wide range of innovative ideas currently being
explored in the Arts, the Social Sciences, and the Sciences.  This
genuinely multi-disciplinary book presents provocative thinking about 
a remarkable range of timely and relevant topics, and sparkles with the
energy of fresh and original thinking.

Difficult and interesting topics are tackled decisively in stimulating brief
essays written by many of Durham University's leading scientists, literary
scholars, historians, musicologists, geographers, philosophers,
archaeologists, anthropologists, and more. The ideas in Thinking About
Almost Everything, are laden with potential – the potential, for example,
to generate belief in the power of art to improve health, science to
extend life or sight, religion to temper extremism, feeling and irrationality
to work with reason. 

The book is edited by two Directors of the IAS. The Durham launch 
for this book took place on 5 March 2009 with Bill Bryson, and was
followed by a London launch at the British Academy on 19 May 2009
with George Alagiah OBE. 

Thinking About Almost Everything

Copies of this book can be purchased in all major
book stores, priced at £15.00.

Publications



7 focusing on:

• Knowledge at the frontiers of disciplines, Bringing together academic 
and non-academic communities and Public and policy engagement

After achieving much in its first three years, Durham's IAS is looking to
continue to drive public policy and research well into the future.

After achieving much in its first three years, Durham's IAS is looking to
continue to drive public policy and research well into the future.
Following the 'Being Human' theme, the IAS turns its attention in 2009-
2010 to one of the most pressing issues faced by humankind: Water.
With its capacity to allow life juxtaposed with the risk it carries of
extinguishing life as a result of flooding, pollution and global water
shortages, ‘water’ as a theme continues to situate the IAS as an
interdisciplinary centre of excellence, engaging with research of
relevance to all our futures.

Directions
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There are only a few Institutes of
Advanced Study covering the arts,
the sciences, and the social sciences



     Professor Ash Amin FBA, AcSS, FWAAS
Executive Director
Ash Amin is Professor of Geography. He was Head of Department from
2003 to 2005, and has served on a number of research advisory or
strategic boards, along with advising policy bodies such as the Joseph
Rowntree Foundation, the OECD and the EU. Professor Amin's research
focuses on the interface between space and society, and he has
published widely on matters relating to multiculturalism, economic
development, social participation, and political change.

Professor Michael O'Neill FEA, FRSA
Director
Michael O'Neill is Professor of English. He was Head of Department from
1997 to 2000 and from 2002 to 2005. Professor O'Neill has published
books, chapters, and articles on many aspects of Romantic literature,
especially the work of Percy Bysshe Shelley, and on an array of British,
Irish, and American twentieth- and twenty-first century poets. He is also
a published and award-winning poet.

Professor Susan J. Smith FBA, AcSS, FRSE
Director
Susan J. Smith is Professor of Geography. She has recently completed an
ESRC Professorial Fellowship exploring the links between housing,
mortgage, and financial markets. She is currently working on the uneven
geographies of credit and investment risks in housing. More generally,
Professor Smith's research addresses the challenge of inequality. She
has published over 100 books and articles addressing the personal and
social costs of insecurity; the exclusionary underpinnings of residential
segregation; the discriminatory patterning of health inequalities; and the
relevance to markets of an ethics of care. She is also experienced in
research strategy, management and assessment of all kinds.

Professor Colin Bain CChem, MRSC 
Director
Colin D. Bain has been Professor of Chemistry at Durham since 2005,
having previously served at Oxford, Cambridge and Harvard. His research
is in the chemistry and physics of interfaces, with applications in
lubrication, detergency, printing and optics. He has received awards for
research in the UK, Japan, India, and Australia, and currently sits on the
Scientific Advisory Board of the Max Planck Institute for Colloid and
Interface Research and of Oxford Capital Partners.

Ash Amin
Michael O’Neill
Susan Smith
Colin Bain

Directors 2008-2009
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  Catherine Paine
Administrator

Catherine Paine studied for her degree in Sociology at the University of
Sheffield. After completing this degree in 1998 she worked and travelled
in South America for several months before returning to the UK where
she was employed by the Education Department at HMP Durham.
Catherine joined Durham University in 2000, initially working for an
electronics engineering project attached to the School of Engineering,
and then as the Administrator in the Department of English Studies. 
She joined the Institute of Advanced Study in January 2006.

Audrey Bowron
Secretary

Audrey Bowron has worked for Durham University since 1988 and during
that time has worked in a number of different areas of the University,
including the Registrar's department and Trevelyan College as the
College and Principal's secretary. She was a secretary in the Department
of English Studies for 10 years before joining the IAS in February 2007.

Catherine Paine
Audrey Bowron

Administration 2008–2009
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Chair
Professor Chris Higgins FRSE, FRSA, FMedSci
Vice-Chancellor, Durham University

Dr Bill Bryson
Chancellor, Durham University

Professor Dame Gillian Beer FBA
English Literature, University of Cambridge

Professor Sir Kenneth Calman FRSE, FRCP, FRCS(ed.), FRCGP
Chancellor, University of Glasgow

Professor Gillian Clark
Classics and Ancient History, University of Bristol

Professor Martin Daunton FBA
Master of Trinity Hall, University of Cambridge

Professor Lord Bhikhu Parekh FBA, AcSS
Political Philosophy, University of Hull and London School of Economics

Dr Matt Ridley FRSL, FMedSci
Science Writer, Founding Chairman of International Centre for Life

Professor Nikolas Rose
Sociology, London School of Economics

Professor Malcolm Schofield FBA
Ancient Philosophy, University of Cambridge

Professor Sir John Sulston FRS
Institute of Science, Ethics and Innovation, University of Manchester

Mr Peter Watson
Author and Journalist

Advisory Council 2008-2009
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The IAS wants to build on its achievements in the first three years to
ensure that research at Durham continues to be enhanced by
interdisciplinary thinking; that the work of Durham University continues
to be showcased on an international stage; that the IAS is seen as a
leading Institute of Advanced Study internationally among scientists,
social scientists and scholars in the humanities; that Durham University
is on the map nationally and internationally as a venue and forum for
high-level policy debates; and that cutting-edge research and ideas
continue to be communicated to the public.

The IAS has continued to focus on these aims with its 2009-10 theme
on ‘Water’: bringing to Durham the very best established and up-and-
coming researchers, artists, and intellectuals from across the globe and
from all disciplines; establishing a programme that includes a wide range
of inter-disciplinary seminars, workshops, conferences and public
lectures that covers a spectrum of ideas - from those that are concerned
with physical water on earth and in space to those that focus on the
metaphorical value and appeal of water; and working with 2009-10
corporate sponsor, Northumbrian Water, to host a high-level,
international meeting to address policy issues on global access to water.

In its continued work to achieve these aims, the IAS is very appreciative of
the support it receives from the senior officers at Durham University, from
individuals within departments and colleges, without whose support there
would be no IAS at Durham, and also the wise counsel of its distinguished
Advisory Council. Special thanks also go to Professor Susan Smith, IAS
Director for the Social Sciences, who left Durham in October 2009 to take
up the post of Mistress of Girton College. Susan played a pivotal role in
establishing the IAS at Durham. 

To receive details about future IAS themes, please contact the Institute:

Institute of Advanced Study
Cosin’s Hall
Palace Green
Durham 
United Kingdom
DH1 3RL

Tel: +44 (0) 191 334 2589
Fax: +44 (0) 191 334 4699
Email: enquiries.ias@durham.ac.uk
Website: www.durham.ac.uk/ias

Looking Ahead...
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Supporting the IAS

The IAS is very grateful to the private individual donors and the trusts
and foundations who have generously supported the Fellowship
programme and IAS activities in 2008-09. The Durham University
Society Association for Durham Alumni (DUSADA) and the James Knott
Trust were generous in their support of the 2008-09 Fellowship
programme, and the Jane Alexander exhibition was only fully realised as
a result of significant funding from the Northern Rock Foundation,
Santander Universities, and the North American Foundation for Durham
University, for which the IAS is most grateful. The IAS also benefits
greatly from the guidance and support of its Development Board.

Durham University has undertaken to invest substantially in the IAS
through the provision of core budget, personnel, facilities and
accommodation. The University welcomes additional funding to support
the IAS Fellowship programme, especially for young researchers and
those from the Global South, and to establish new and engaging research
projects and endeavours, such as international art exhibitions, public
debates, and high-level policy workshops. To find out more about the 
IAS and opportunities to support its work, please contact the Institute
Administrator, Catherine Paine.

Credits
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Money Raised to Date

Philanthropic donations  £161,633
Trusts and Foundations:
Durham University Society Association for Durham Alumni  £41,000
Sir James Knott Trust  £25,000
The Northern Rock Foundation  £10,000
The North American Foundation for Durham University  £4,000

Corporations:
Northumbrian Water  £50,000
Santander Universities  £5,000
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