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Directors’ Introduction

In 2011-12, as in previous years, some of  

the world’s leading fi gures in their respective 

fi elds were attracted to the IAS by the  

prospect of working together with Durham’s 

own scholars on the second year of the 

Institute’s Futures theme. 

Futures II successfully completed six major themes:  

The Legacy of Charles Darwin, Modelling, Being Human, 
Water, and Futures. The results allowed the Institute  

to carry these themes forward, solidifying and enhancing 

the Institute’s reputation. The further development of 

these themes continued to appeal across the academic 

community and brought engagement from Durham’s 

three faculties. This produced a diverse interdisciplinary 

programme and colleagues’ and Fellows’ contributions, 

enthusiasm and creativity during the year resulted in   

a highly successful series of events.

The Futures II year aimed to develop the Fellowship 

programme around interdisciplinary ventures, building 

upon existing work and cultivating new research centres 

of excellence. There was a diverse mix of activities 

around sub-theme areas such as Life of the Frontier; 
Exaptation: Uncertainty and Technological Change; 
New Story Lines for Living with Environmental Change: 
Citizens’ Perspectives; Hearing the Voice; the Recovery 
of Beauty; Translating Cultures: Purpose, Process and 
Consequence; Biofuels, Science and Society; Quantifying 
Output Uncertainty in Models used for Climatic Change 
Research; Evolutionary Medicine and Future-Proofi ng 
Eye Function. Through this extensive programme of 

activities the IAS continued to encourage and enable 

interdisciplinary conversations and greater creative 

experimentation as well as fostering a diverse range   

of collaborative projects.

The IAS Fellowship programme remains at the heart of 

the Institute. The Fellowship scheme brought together 

some of the most eminent and creative scholars, artists, 

and public fi gures from across the arts and humanities, 

social sciences and sciences. The IAS hosted two 

distinguished cohorts of scholars during this time, 

including anthropologist Professor Elizabeth Edwards, 

psychiatrist Professor Marius Romme, scientist Meredith 

Lloyd-Evans and cultural and literary historian Professor 

Sander Gilman to name but a few.  

A Welcome from the Directors
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The IAS’s commitment to fostering world-class 

interdisciplinary collaboration saw the delivery of an 

exciting array of projects and activities. The result was a 

range of events and conversations that drew together not 

only the academic community, but also the wider public. 

As a result of the Institute’s new ways of delivering its 

programme, public audiences were offered open lectures, 

fora and exhibitions that enabled them to engage with 

the work and ideas emerging from the Institute. This 

included the highly successful Persistence of Beauty 
and Recovery of Beauty public lecture series; the King 
Hussein Memorial Lecture; the About Face exhibition, 

and a sound exhibition and installation at the Botanic 

Gardens.  There were also seminar series, conferences 

and research conversations examining for example, the 

notion of exaptation; the role of translators as mediators 

for local cultures; the meaning of wonder and beauty, 

and more. 

As well as ensuring that public engagement was central 

to its activities, the IAS remained committed to offering 

the most creative of research environments in which 

scholars at Durham and Fellows from around the 

world could exchange ideas and develop their thinking 

and research in new directions. This was achieved by 

providing funding for a range of Durham-led research 

activities; by weekly seminars led by the IAS Fellows, 

and by encouraging informal social interactions in the            

Institute and in Durham’s colleges.

There were some changes in the composition of the 

Institute’s personnel during the year. The acting 

Executive Director, Professor Michael O’Neill, one 

of the Institute’s inaugural directors, and Professor  

Colin Bain both returned to their respective  

departments. The Institute also bid farewell to its 

founding administrator Catherine Paine. The IAS 

appointed a new Executive Director, Professor Veronica 

Strang, an anthropologist and former Fellow of the IAS 

under the Water theme. It was also pleased to welcome 

two new directors: Professor Barbara Graziosi, Director for 

Arts and Humanities and Professor Martin Ward, Director 

for Science. A new Administrator, Linda Crowe joined 

the Institute in January 2012, and the IAS expanded 

its staff to assist in the delivery of its Cofund Fellowship 

programme, bringing in Simon Litchfi eld as Assistant 

Administrator and Karen Snowdon as Assistant Secretary. 

The Institute’s wonderful home in Cosin’s Hall on Palace 



Green has continued to offer a scholarly environment, 

providing a peaceful and creative space for Fellows and 

Durham colleagues alike.  2011-12 saw a signifi cant 

increase in its usage across all three terms with a diverse 

range of activities including research conversations, 

seminar series, receptions, public lectures, meetings, 

book readings and other events. The Directorate also 

introduced new initiatives to facilitate interdisciplinary 

research, including a workshop bringing IAS Fellows 

and Durham scholars together to exchange skills in 

interdisciplinary collaborative processes. 

The year has seen intensive work by the Institute and 

its staff to strengthen its internal relationships within 

Durham, fostering closer relationships with departments, 

faculties and colleges. The IAS has actively encouraged 

more Fellowship nominations, and proposed a key 

addition to its Fellowship application procedure: a 

request that candidates involve relevant departments 

in peer reviewing their research proposals and offering 

comments to the IAS appointments panel. As well as 

strengthening ties with departments, this will assist the 

IAS in recruiting Fellows of the highest calibre.

The Durham postgraduate community enjoyed 

opportunities to meet and exchange ideas with 

distinguished scholars and were offered access to a 

wide range of events. 2011-12 saw the IAS introduce 

a lecture and workshop aimed at facilitating a greater 

understanding of changes within academic publishing  

for postgraduates reaching the completion of their PhDs.

Directors’ Introduction
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Visions



What follows are refl ections on the ways in which the 

IAS, its Fellows and collaborators engaged with the 

theme of Futures II.

All publications emerging from IAS activities and further 

details of the work of individual Fellows are also listed 

in this report. 

Overview

The IAS Futures II year explored a variety 
of projects and areas that could develop          
into areas of research excellence. 

What lessons does evolution 
theory tell us about our past, 
present and future?
How is beauty constructed    
and how do we imagine beauty 
through art and literature?
How do we conceptualise         
new technologies?
How can we develop sustainable 
and effi cient energy solutions    
for future societies?

Visions



 Biofuels, Science and Society

Fuelling our Future?

Biofuels have been subjected to considerable scrutiny in 

recent years, particularly with the resurgence of interest  

in the bio-fuels debate, prompted by several factors

including security of energy supply, oil price volatility, 

and climate change. In reality, there are few substitutes 

for road transport fuels that are compatible with existing 

transport infrastructure. In the longer term other 

technologies may replace fossil fuel-driven motor vehicles. 

However, in the short to medium term, a replacement 

is needed that will aid the reduction of carbon dioxide 

emissions and extend fossil fuel reserve life. Though much 

work has been done on biofuel production, there are still 

disconnections between various aspects of the process. 

In particular, there is a need to improve scientifi c 

and public understanding of the issues and to bring 

a full range of disciplines together to develop biofuel 

technologies.

The Biofuels, Science and Society theme brought together 

Durham’s scholars from across the disciplinary spectrum 

with authorities from every facet of biofuel production and 

implementation. The collaboration enabled the group to 

discuss drivers for the use of biofuels, as well as barriers 

to their exploitation.  The programme set out to build on 

Durham’s strengths, to convene a more cohesive and well-

defi ned research group where biofuels are considered as 

socio-technical systems.  

Through monthly meetings, discussions and seminars 

various areas were explored. There was a literature analysis 

of Biofuels as a Socio-Technical System, the IAS hosted 

three Fellows, and activities culminated in the Biofuels, 
Science and Society Conference, the papers of which have 

become a themed edition of the Royal Society’s Interface 

Focus Journal.

What considerations must be taken into account in 

order to implement new biofuel technologies was one 

of the fundamental questions addressed by IAS Fellow 

Pat Harvey, a noted authority on bioenergy systems, 

biomaterial processing and biofuel supply chains. 

Renewable energy, biofuels and the use of algal and 

non-food plant systems for CO
2
 capture and the synthesis 

of novel chemicals have become the major focus of 

Harvey’s current research. Durham provided Harvey with 

the opportunity to expand her horizons and embrace a 

much broader understanding of bioenergy from a range 

of perspectives. An interdisciplinary approach is essential 

to this diversity, and having access to the IAS and the 

Durham Energy Institute (DEI), allowed Harvey to develop 

new thinking and integrate different ideas. A recurring 

theme emerged from her research: that new technologies 

will not be implemented for the benefi t of society without 

effective communication between all stakeholders. And 

this requires taking into account the different languages, 

tools, and ways of thinking that they use. 
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The Biofuels, Science and Society Conference was the culmination of over a year’s activities:
www.durham.ac.uk/bss/conference



The emergence of microalgae on the biofuels agenda 

brought Kevin Flynn’s expertise on phytoplankton 

physiology and models into the Biofuels discussion.     

This provided computer-simulated investigation of the 

potential for developing the commercial use of microalgae 

both for biofuels and as feed stocks. It also entailed 

balancing the optimal design for a biofuels microalga 

against the environmental risks of its escape. Flynn’s 

IAS lecture Energy from Microalgae Biofuels: dream or 
environmental nightmare? observed that the concept of 

using microalgae in a controlled fashion to produce biofuel 

is not new, but remains challenging. Flynn considered the 

challenges; why the generation of genetically modifi ed 

(GM) microalgae may hold the key to success, why such 

GM crops may be unstable, and yet how making them 

stable could generate harmful bloom species.

As Flynn considered models and technical data, Meredith 
Lloyd-Evans examined the social, political and economic 

aspects of a bioenergy future.  His IAS fellowship 

developed a series of papers for the Biofuels, Science 
and Society programme and he was a key speaker at 

the March conference.  His paper Algal Biofuels - fact 
and fantasy considered the representation of biofuels as 

a much- touted ‘miracle cure’ for oil-dependence and 

the claim that algae, large and small, do not take up 

land otherwise usable for food production. It examined 

the evidence that algae, by absorbing waste carbon and 

nitrogen oxides, could reduce the impact of greenhouse 

gases on climate change and provide a means for making 

carbon work much harder, thus sparing fossil fuels. And it 

considered biofuels as an example of how micro-organisms 

can be used to remove pollutants from water, possibly 

also helping reduce fears of ‘water wars.’ However, it 

also presented evidence raising questions about carbon 

balance and the economics of algal culture, and suggested 

that the amount of water needed to cultivate suffi cient 

microalgae may be prohibitive.

Meredith Lloyd-Evans’ Insights paper on Limitation and Liberations can be read at:
www.durham.ac.uk/ias/Insights/volume5/article

Visions

BioFuels, Science and Society  
Conference 2012 
The fi rst of its kind, this conference drew on the 

exceptional interdisciplinarity of the IAS and Durham 

Energy Institute.  It centred on fi ve main themes 

within the biofuels debate: Securing Energy in the 
Future; Finance and Governance Issues; Societal 
Issues and Public Perception; Environmental 
Considerations; and Future Biofuel Technologies.  

It was attended by 70 people including academics 

from across the UK, NGOs, research councils         

and industry.  



Exaptation, Uncertainty and Technological change

‘Exaptation arises from the indefi nite, but rarely 

explicit, range of potential functions of existing 

objects/ideas.’ (D’Arcy Thompson, 1942)

As we explore new energy solutions for a biofuels future, 

exaptation-based mechanisms play an important role in 

new product development and industrial design process.  

Pier-Paolo Saviotti joined Durham collaborators to consider 

and determine that exaptation is a critical element in the 

emergence of new niches in economic and technological 

systems. Discovering a novel association between a 

function and a pre-existing technology, exaptation 

creates a new innovation space, and a new technological 

trajectory. Contrary to adaptation, in exaptation there       

is continuity in products and discontinuities in         

their functions. 

When an exaptation occurs, in fact, the application 

space of the pre-existing technology splits into distinct 

trajectories, each with a distinct adaptational dynamic. 

The transfer of known techniques and materials to new 

contexts can effect substantial savings and reduce risks. 

An understanding was sought of the current status and 

application of the concept in evolutionary biology and 

beyond, extending to the social sciences. How can a leap 

to new function - prior to the adaptational trajectory - be 

conceptualised other than as accident or contingency?

Discussions taking place at a workshop and conference 

concluded that the concept of exaptation is even 

more fruitfully applied in the social sciences than in 

biological science. However, the potential benefi ts of 

exaptation in biology and society are comparable with 

each demonstrating the advantages of utilising existing 

procedures or mechanisms for new functions, rather than 

evolving new traits ‘from scratch.’ An understanding of the 

mechanisms by which exaptations occur can reduce the 

cost and increase the effectiveness and speed of social 

and technical change.
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Are there discontinuities    
in Economic Development? 
Pier-Paolo Saviotti discusses the existence of 

discontinuities in economic development and 

concentrates on discontinuities in technological 

artefacts and in knowledge.  Although the existence 

of discontinuities has been largely discussed in 

epistemology and in the literature about innovation, 

there is no absolute consensus.  The situation, argues 

Saviotti, can be summarised as the existence of a 

debate between a ‘gradualist’ and a ‘discontinuous’ 

approach to economic development. His paper 

considers the implications of the existence of 

discontinuities including their impact on industry     

and emerging markets. 



Future Proofi ng Eye Function

A future without glasses?

Jer Kuszak and his Durham collaborators intend to 

eliminate the need for glasses.  A world authority on the 

eye lens, Kuszak argues vision is the most important of 

the fi ve senses and its decline with age is a certainty. As 

we age it is the change in our eye lenses that has the most 

noticeable and perhaps substantial effect on our lives. 

The most signifi cant gap in our understanding is how 

individual cells are organised within the eye lens and how 

this changes as we age. 

Kuszak’s research on cell organisation in vertebrate 

lenses enabled him to develop physical models of the 

different types of crystalline lenses to help us understand 

Presbyopia, the progressively diminishing ability to focus 

on near objects. Kuszak worked with Durham’s Professor 

Roy Quinlan, another recognised lens expert, to select the 

most appropriate datasets to defi ne future experimental 

goals and develop grant proposals. Creating innovative 

solutions to the universal effects of ageing in the human 

population, such as lens cataract, is an important goal in 

the process of engineering better remedies. Kuszak and 

Quinlan have developed the fi rst computer simulation 

of the geometric arrangement of lens fi bre cells in the 

primate lens.

Research Institutes at Durham University 
www.dur.ac.uk/research/institutes

Visions

Across Durham’s Research Institutes
The IAS is one of nine world-leading institutes at 

Durham working together to develop interdisciplinary 

programmes of research.  

Through the Wolfson Research Institute for Health 

and Wellbeing, Durham is a key centre for multi-    

and interdisciplinary research on health and wellbeing 

across medicine, the sciences, the social sciences  

and the arts and humanities.   

Working with the WRIHB and the Durham Forum 

for Health the IAS convened a public lecture, My 
GeneSpace: Personalised Genetics: are you ready 
to know your future? This explored the pragmatic 

realities of genetics including genome sequencing, 

point of care testing, legal safeguards and the social 

and ethical issues associated with phamarcogenomics.



Outputs

Jer Kuszak
Publication of paper with Durham colleagues (Roy Quinlan, 

Jun-ji Wu, Chris Saunter, and John Girkin) to be published in 

the Proceedings of the Royal Society of London. 

Paper given to the Department of Ophthalmology, City 

Hospitals, Sunderland. Laser Correction of Presbyopia:  
fact or fi ction?

Future Proofi ng Eye Function
Developed the fi rst computer simulation of the geometric 

arrangement of lens fi bre cells in the primate lens.

Department of Health-funded project on the Effects of Low 
Dose Radiation on the Eye Lens.

Biofuels, Science and Society
Successful grant application to the Templeton Foundation, 

Understanding the social, cultural and religious factors that 
shape the acceptance, use and resistance to GM crops: a 
comparative approach.

Preparation of SuperGen application. 

Long-term research group established.  

Participation at the Westminster Energy Forum on Biofuels 
and the RTFO in London in 2011.

Conference addressing fi ve key areas: Biofuels – Securing 
Energy in the Future; Finance and Governance Issues; 
Societal Issues and Perceptions of Biofuels; Environmental 
Considerations and Future Biofuels Technologies.       
Attended by 70 people.    

Publication of conference papers in a special issue of the 

Royal Society’s Interface Focus Journal. 

Pat Harvey
Successfully applied to attend an EPSRC scoping workshop 

for bioenergy funding representing the BSS group. 

Delivered and participated in several seminars and lectures. 

Established contact with numerous Durham colleagues across 

different disciplines.
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Outputs

EU Biomass Conference, Milan Convention Centre,    

Italy. Paper: ‘Glycerol production by halophytic 

microalgae: strategy for producing industrial quantities  

in saline water.’ 

Preparation of EPSRC Sustainable Chemical Feedstocks 

application: MacroBioCrude: evaluating an integrated 
supply and processing pipeline for the sustained 
production of macroalgae-derived hydrocarbon fuels.

Kevin Flynn
Participated in several seminars, debates and lectures, 

including Biofuels from Microalgae.

Development of co-authored paper with Chris Greenwell, 

‘Monster Potential Meets Potential Monster: pros and 

cons of deploying genetically modifi ed microalgae for 

biofuels production’ in Interface Focus 3(1).

Meredith Lloyd-Evans
Assisted in several research conversations and advised on 

a number of proposals. Collaborated on the development 

of a series of White Papers on Biofuels for Biofuels, 
Science and Society programme. Speaker at the Biofuels, 
Science & Society Conference. 

Pier-Paolo Saviotti
Wrote lectures and papers on innovation and exaptation. 

Developed articles including a review for the OFCE.

Exaptation and Uncertainty: social and technological change
Workshop and conference bringing researchers from 

across Durham’s academic departments together with 

nine external participants. 

 Visions



Evolutionary Medicine

‘Medicine without evolution is like 

engineering without physics’ (Professor 

Randolph Nesse, University of Michigan)

Applying modern evolutionary theory to understanding 

health and disease is the premise of Evolutionary Medicine, 

an emergent cross-disciplinary fi eld.  It provides a 

complementary scientifi c approach to mechanistic 

explanations in medical science, and particularly modern 

medical education.

Unlike fi elds such as genetics or biochemistry, it is  

a combination of several fi elds of medical science.  

It combines physics and chemistry to explain biology, 

while including many important concepts from biological 

anthropology. There are many working in the fi eld of 

evolutionary medicine who suggest that evolutionary 

biology, like physics and chemistry, should be required 

for admission to medical school.  Despite this visibility 

and interest UK universities have not developed full 

programmes in Evolutionary Medicine. Durham’s aim to 

emerge as the leader in this developing fi eld came to 

fruition with the introduction of an MSc in Evolutionary 

Medicine - the very fi rst of its kind. 

Historian and epistemologist Fabio Zampieri came to 

Durham to contextualise the contemporary Evolutionary 

Medicine approach, in particular in the period between 

1880 and 1940. Via seminars with student groups, he 

shared his knowledge about the history of evolutionary 

theories of disease. He considered in particular the 

problems of genetic pathological predisposition, the 

genes-environment relationship, the evolution of germs  

and virulence, and the so-called ‘diseases of civilisation’ 

i.e. diseases that appear to increase in frequency as 

countries develop and industrialize and longevity increases. 

In collaboration with Gillian Bentley, Zampieri worked 

on the history of the holistic perspective in medicine 

with the view that evolutionary medicine seems to be 

the most promising fi eld in which a holistic approach 

can be achieved. This view was developed further in his 

paper The Holistic Approach of Evolutionary Medicine: an 
epistemological analysis published in the IAS’s E-Journal, 

Insights, in which he investigates aspects of the human 

body and mind, as well as the principles and the methods 

through which evolutionary medicine formed a holistic 

perspective on health and disease. 
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Evolutionary Medicine
The only Master’s degree in this topic anywhere 

in the world has been introduced at Durham. The 

programme provides an integrated, interdisciplinary 

and comprehensive training in evolutionary medicine

IAS Fellow Fabio Zampieri, who has worked 

extensively on the history of evolutionary applications 

to health and disease, shared his knowledge with    

the students in this programme during seminars     

and lectures.

In her IAS lecture, Why men don’t have a menopause Lynnette Sievert discusses 
the evolutionary history of reproduction: www.durham.ac.uk/resources/ias/audio/Sievert.mp3



Strengthening the interdisciplinary profi le of the 

Evolutionary Medicine programme, Lynnette Sievert joined 

forces with Gillian Bentley to frame and contextualise their 

collaborative work. While Sievert researches menopause 

issues, Bentley is interested in the developmental origins 

of health and disease. 

Sievert’s recent research and fi eldwork in Bangladesh also 

produced an appreciation of how religion shapes women’s 

lives. Her interest in religious developments, as well as 

the connections between religion and health, were the 

basis for her IAS seminar. Women’s health, in particular, 

has a direct connection to fertility. Following her review of 

the literature on the evolution of religion, it appears that 

links between the capacity for belief in the supernatural 

and fertility are seldom made explicit. At times, it appears 

that religion leads to, or enhances, cooperation, and 

that co-operators have more children. However, Sievert 

argues there could also be a link between selection for 

the capacity for belief in the supernatural and women’s 

fertility, morbidity, and mortality. Her seminar considered 

the bridges between the literature on the evolution of 

religion and evolutionary medicine, specifi cally relating to 

women’s health.

Sievert’s Fellowship also allowed her to refl ect on the 

evolution of menopause and female post-reproductive life.  

She made progress on her book and wrote several articles 

for future publication (see p.57).

Choosing the Gold Standard: subjective report vs physiological measure is Lynnette Sievert’s paper
for the IAS’s E-Journal, Insights: www.durham.ac.uk/ias/Insights/volume5/article3
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The Recovery of Beauty

Artistic Beauty, Conceptual Beauty,

Physical Beauty, and Moral and

Spiritual Beauty 

The Recovery of Beauty thematic programme sought 

to explore whether and in what way beauty could be 

reinstated as real and valuable, rather than seen simply 

or solely as constructed and variable. Recent years have 

seen signifi cant changes in our understanding of what 

makes the human body beautiful: the traditional idea that 

beauty is subjective has been challenged, for example, by 

evolutionary psychologists. The project aimed to uncover 

and rediscover the meanings and manifestations of beauty, 

exploring ways of moving beyond a sense of beauty as 

constructed, to explore how tensions frame and energise 

our experience of beauty; and to refl ect on whether beauty 

can have a reparative or healing agency that underpins 

human wellbeing.  

A key element of the activities was the encouragement    

of dialogue (and debate) concerning ideas and methods, 

both within and between strands.  Researchers were  

drawn from across the three faculties: the Sciences  

(Mathematics, Physics), the Social Sciences and Health 

(Archaeology, Geography, Medicine) and the Arts and 

Humanities (English, Classics, History, Modern Languages 

and Cultures, Philosophy, Theology and Religion). The 

Centre for Medical Humanities played a central role in 

the project. Activities included public lecture series, 

conferences, workshops, symposium and exhibitions 

including the Wonder of Beauty and About Face. 
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Recovery of Beauty
A series of public lectures considering the meanings 

and manifestations of beauty.

Sander Gilman Stand up Straight: posture, its history
and the meanings attributed to the upright body

John Onians Beauty is in the Brain of the Beholder

Simon Thurley The Pendulum of Taste: architectural 
protection and the rise of a state aesthetic

Elizabeth Archibald Bathing for Beauty in the    
Middle Ages

Ruth Holliday I Love Fake Beauty

Jane Macnaughton Elegant Surgery: the beauty         
of clinical expertise

Mark Macintosh Beautiful Ideas: the visibility of truth

Corinne Saunders Mindful Beauty: ideas and ideals in 
medieval literature

Kathleen Jamie Poetry Reading

Pat Waugh Bloomsbury, Beauty and After: idealist 
aesthetics in materialist times

David Fuller Violence, Pain and Beauty: through
Lessing to King Lear

Roger Scruton On Beauty



In terms of literature, the question whether beauty was 

more than a rhetorical fi ction and why it had proved to be 

so enduring for authors was the focus of the Persistence 
of Beauty public lecture series. Did the fact that both the 

Romantic and Post-Romantic imagination aspired towards 

an idealised notion of the beautiful as transcendent 

perfection suggest that this fascination extended beyond 

mere rhetoric?  The series explored the ways in which 

beauty functions and is represented in poetry and fi ction 

from nineteenth-century authors such as the Brontës, 

George Eliot, Dickens, Whitman, Hopkins, and Wilde to 

twentieth-century British, Irish, and American writers, T. 

S. Eliot, Yeats, Stevens, Auden, Graves, MacNeice, Crane, 

Bishop, Frost, and Spender.

The series, in its analyses, concluded that an ironic 

fascination with representations of beauty was passed on 

to later writers by the Romantic tradition; and both the 

Romantic and post-Romantic imagination refl ects the 

realisation that aspiration towards the beautiful confronts 

writers with diffi cult truths about the contingency of 

existence and the provisional nature of art itself. This 

realisation does not produce a diminishing commitment 

to the centrality of beauty for nineteenth- and twentieth- 

century writers: if anything, according to Michael O’Neill 

et al, recent aesthetic theories and practices renew and 

intensify the persistent presence of the beautiful as the 

shaping force of Post-Romantic writing in Britain, Ireland, 

and America.

In connecting her interest in the rise of romance as a 

literary genre to the Recovery of Beauty theme, IAS Fellow 

Elizabeth Archibald’s research on baths and bathing in 

medieval literature and society led her to explore the 

attitude of the early Church to bathing, and its evolution 

in the later Middle Ages. In researching her paper ‘Bathing 

for Beauty’, she came to the conclusion that beauty 

was not a very strong factor in medieval thinking about 

bathing, other than in combination with notions of health. 

Conversations with colleagues in the Centre for Medical 

Humanities and at the Institute for Medieval and Early 

Modern Studies (IMEMS) along with a number of seminars 

in Durham brought more practical questions about bathing 

into Archibald’s focus – for instance bathtub manufacture 

and the problems of fi lling and emptying them. 

Archibald also developed a number of articles whilst       

in residence including a paper for Medium Ævum       

(‘A Medieval Latin Play about Incest: the Comedia sine 
nomine, Petrarch and the Avignon Papacy’ forthcoming). 

 

In her paper for Insights, Elizabeth Archibald discusses Bathing, Beauty and Christianity in the Middle Ages: 
www.durham.ac.uk/ias/Insights/volume5/article1
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Cultural and literary historian Sander Gilman, Professor of 

Psychiatry at Emory University, participated in the Beauty 

theme and in particular worked alongside colleagues 

within the Centre for Medical Humanities. He brought his 

expertise to bear on the Wonder of Beauty conference and 

exhibition About Face. 

Can beauty have a reparative or healing effect? Can this 

underpin human fl ourishing? The focus of Gilman’s works 

on the engagement of contemporary medical, social and 

political discourse includes examining the aesthetics 

of modifi cation of the body. Themes addressed in his 

books include Creating Beauty to Heal the Soul: race and 
psychology in the shaping of aesthetic surgery (Durham: 

Duke Univ Press, 1998) and Making a Body Beautiful: a 
cultural history of aesthetic surgery (Princeton: Princeton 

Univ Press, 2000). In collaboration with the Centre for 

Medical Humanities, Gilman chaired a one-day symposium 

which explored the parallels and limitations between 

wonder and beauty.

Gilman also began a monograph on the history of posture 

during his tenure as an IAS Fellow. His developmental 

Insights paper ‘Stand up Straight: notes toward a 

history of posture’ considers posture and its history; 

the notion that it is not a static concept: rather, we 

should understand it as either part of fi xed physiognomy, 

(the inherent structures of the body, determined by 

inheritance) or part of mobile physiognomy, (determined 

by either pathology or by culture).

Renowned poet and Fellow of the Royal Society of 

Literature Kathleen Jamie’s interest in an interdisciplinary 

context brought her to Durham to develop further her 

relationship with the Centre for Medical Humanities.
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About Face
Artist surgeon, Henry Tonks (1862-1937) worked 

with the pioneering plastic surgeon Harold Gillies 

(1882-1960) during the 1914-18 war recording the 

injuries and subsequent reconstructions endured 

by soldiers who had sustained trauma to the face.  

Tonks chose to work in pastel, a medium that allowed 

him to suggest form rather than to elaborate it, as a 

technical medical illustrator might do.  This unusual 

choice of medium, allied to the extraordinary power  

of the images of the young men, with their devastating 

injuries interrupting otherwise youthful beauty, 

allowed researchers to raise questions about the 

nature of portraiture.

 Sander Gilman’s thoughts on posture can be downloaded from:
www.durham.ac.uk/ias/Insights/volume4/article5



Hearing the Voice

‘There are many fears and misunderstandings 

in society and within psychiatry about 

hearing voices.’ (Marius Romme) 

Hearing the Voice is an interdisciplinary project led by 

researchers at Durham University. This project aims to 

facilitate a better understanding of the phenomenon of 

hearing a voice that no one else can hear; its cognitive-

neuroscientifi c mechanisms; its social, cultural and 

historical signifi cance and its therapeutic management. 

Assisted by the IAS, the research team developed an 

external grant application for a multidisciplinary project  

on the phenomenon. The grant was successful and saw 

the University awarded £1m from the Wellcome Trust.

IAS support for Hearing the Voice included the award of 

Fellowships to the internationally renowned founders of 

the Hearing Voices Movement, Professor Marius Romme 

and Dr Sandra Escher. The Hearing Voices Movement has 

profoundly altered how the experience of hearing voices is 

perceived, challenging its links to pathology, and enabling 

voice-hearers to speak of their experiences.

Romme, a specialist in social psychiatry considered 

the commonalities and points of divergence between 

functional and dysfunctional experiences of hearing 

voices. The research aims to develop a transferrable 

interdisciplinary methodology that can be applied to   

other areas of human experience and their social context.

          

  

In their joint IAS lecture Romme and Escher expanded 

upon their new approach towards hearing voices, explored 

the fi ndings of their research and the consequence for 

traditional concepts of psychosis.  

The Hearing the Voice workshop in late November 2011, 

brought together fi fty world-leading experts from the 

fi elds of anthropology, cognitive neuroscience, cultural 

studies, English, medical humanities, nursing, philosophy, 

psychiatry, psychology, psychosocial studies, theology and 

the arts. 

Romme and Escher also brought voice hearing to 

other audiences at Durham including mental health 

workers. Their contribution has laid the foundations for 

research that focuses on and uses theory in relation to 

phenomenological experience.

Hearing the Voice 
http://hearingthevoice.org

Visions

Hearing the Voice
Accepting and making Sense of Voices – the fi rst 

major two day workshop – was held at Durham on 

November 24 – 25 2011, funded by the Wellcome 

Trust, the IAS and the Centre for Medical Humanities.

The workshop welcomed experts by experience       

and profession. 



An IAS Fellowship was also awarded to the psychologist 

Gail Hornstein, whose work on the meaning of voices to 

patients meshed naturally with the Hearing the Voice 

project. Her interest in patients’ experiences and in 

medical opinions and theories is well documented.   

She has compiled a bibliography of fi rst-person narratives 

of madness which now lists more than 700 titles, and her 

research highlights the contributions that patients - past 

and present - have made to our understanding 

of psychology.

Our Minds and Each Other: rethinking mental health,       
a major new project for Hornstein, sought to encourage    

a more psychological approach to thinking about how 

the mind works, challenging the trend towards simplistic 

biological explanations of mental states.  By underlining 

the key role of relationships in human wellbeing, as well 

as the importance of personal responsibility in preserving 

and maintaining mental health, Hornstein hoped to 

stimulate a renewed appreciation for the resilience and 

adaptability that characterises human psychology.
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Our Minds and Each Other:   
rethinking mental health
The UK and USA have some of the highest rates of 

mental illness, anxiety, and depression in the world, 

with both children and adults being diagnosed or 

treated for psychiatric symptoms.

American cultural attitudes to mental health problems 

have also undergone a radical change.  Rather than 

attributing mental health problems to social factors, 

the current paradigm has moved towards assumptions 

about biological causes and medical solutions.  

In Europe there is an increasing emphasis on      

‘well-being’, as mental health comes to be seen as 

one of the most important determinants of general life 

quality.  However, the rise of bio-medical explanations 

and treatments for emotional distress has often made 

it seem as if mental health simply means an absence 

of symptoms, and that people’s own understandings 

of themselves have no place in modern psychology. 

Gail Hornstein’s public lecture sought to restore an 

appreciation for the subtlety and usefulness of our 

own narratives of ourselves, and in particular, to 

highlight the crucial signifi cance of relationships in 

shaping mental health.



Outputs

Recovery of Beauty
A symposium; a series of twelve public lectures on the 

Recovery of Beauty; and nine lectures in the Persistence 
of Beauty series. The About Face exhibition.

Collaboration between English Studies and the  

Centre for Medical Humanities impacted on a range   

of groups nationally and internationally (researchers; 

the general public; medical professionals; health and  

arts practitioners; public bodies and policy-makers). 

Sander Gilman
Chaired the Wonder of Beauty symposium.  

Kathleen Jamie
Developed a collaborative project Frissure with visual 

artist Brigid Collins, bringing together the human body, 

the natural world and the act of looking. 

Elizabeth Archibald
Developed a monograph on baths and bathing in the 

Middle Ages. Delivered 11 lectures/seminars.

Hearing the Voice
A 2 day international conference attended by 50 

participants.  A special issue of the journal Psychosis,   
to be published in 2013.

Gail Hornstein 
Established links and collaborated with the Depression 

Research Group and Centre for Medical Humanities. 

Wrote and completed a number of articles.

Marius Romme and Sandra Escher
Established links with Hearing the Voice team and the 

Centre for Medical Humanities.

Evolutionary Medicine
Ground-breaking introduction of the UK’s fi rst MSc 

programme in Evolutionary Medicine.

Lynnette Sievert
Consolidated links with Gillian Bentley and co-wrote   

a number of journal articles. 

Fabio Zampieri
Established collaboration with the Department   

of Anthropology.

 Visions



Life of the Frontier

What are the manifestations of frontiers, material and  

non-material? How do frontiers exist as regions of interaction 

and transformation? What is the life cycle of a frontier?

These questions and areas of research interest attracted a 

major strand of IAS research and brought two international 

experts to Durham. The year-long initiative included a 

series of meetings and two dedicated workshops, Frontier 
Materialities and Debatable Lands and culminated in the 

Life of the Frontier conference. It discussed the life-cycles 

and dynamism of frontiers, as well as the extent to which 

borders act as barriers. Seeking new understandings of 

frontiers and borders, the programme appealed across the 

disciplinary spectrum and a number of areas of interest 

were identifi ed including international borderlands; the 

materiality of frontiers as liminal spaces; the genealogy 

of frontiers; medical frontiers; and World Heritage Site 

frontiers. The programme facilitated the creation of a 

unique cross-disciplinary cluster of research skills. The 

additional involvement of a wider group of scholars in 

north-east England and Scotland, alongside international 

Fellows Sarah Green and Emmanuel Brunet-Jailly, created  

an international context for these discussions.

The theme combined multiple research strengths across 

the university including the International Boundaries 

Research Unit, Durham’s leading centre for work on 

the defi nition and management of current frontiers. It 

included an AHRC interdisciplinary project on Hadrian’s 

Wall with the departments of Archaeology and Geography, 

which strengthened Durham’s reputation as the centre for 

studies on the Roman frontier in Britain.  An established 

research interest in the Department of History on medieval 

frontiers in Europe was complemented by new work on the 

history of internal boundaries and international borders in 

Sudan; and, with the Department for Modern Languages 

and Cultures, research on the cultural and political frontier 

between France and Algeria. 

Leading scholar on the dynamics of borderland and 

border cities and editor of the Journal of Borderland 
Studies (Routledge) Emmanuel Brunet-Jailly took up 

an IAS Fellowship to develop his research with the 

Frontiers programme and to focus on a major project,  

an encyclopaedia of border confl icts. In addition, he was 

also able to complete his book Understanding XXI Century 
Borders and Borderlands.

These collaborations raised questions about why 

communities border themselves, for example, what was 

the purpose of Hadrian’s Wall? Brunet-Jailly’s examination 

of what ‘borders,’ ‘borderlands,’ and ‘frontiers’ are helps 

us understand contemporary issues such as the European 
Schengen Agreement (the 1995 European agreement 

to abolish internal border checks), the idea of a fortress 

Europe or the suggestion that borders are disappearing 

within Europe. 
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Emmanuel Brunet-Jailly’s public lecture on the Understanding Borders and Borderlands can be listened 
to and downloaded from: www.durham.ac.uk/resources/ias/audio/Emmanuel.mp3



Sarah Green considered a fresh conceptual approach 

towards the study of bordering practices and how the 

concept of border has been changing on the eastern 

peripheries of Europe. During her Fellowship she fi nalised 

her approach towards this project, Tidemarks.  Her 

interaction with Fellows and colleagues, including Bob 

Simpson and his concept of ‘thanato-citizenship’, proved 

useful for her forthcoming paper dealing with the death   

of undocumented migrants in the Aegean. 

Green’s research interests in the circulation of money in 

the Aegean also highlighted the changing relationship 

between borders and currencies from a social 

perspective. In her public lecture Green contributed to 

our understanding of how currencies both shape and are 

shaped by the border dynamics of any given region, both 

as material objects (cash) that people handle in their 

everyday lives; and as symbols and traces of the wider 

political, social and historical contexts in which these 

exchanges take place.

The lecture provided a vantage point from which to 

think about the recent situation within the Eurozone, 

exploring the point that the value of all currencies, both 

in quantitative and qualitative terms, are always at least 

partially dependent upon their cross-border value. In that 

sense, all currencies have relative locations.

 

Sarah Green’s lecture on Money Frontiers: the relative location of Euros, Turkish Lira and Gold 
Sovereigns in the Aegean can be heard at: www.durham.ac.uk/resources/ias/audio/Green.mp3

Visions

Breaking Boundaries in Postgraduate 
Frontiers and Borders Research 
The Breaking Boundaries in Postgraduate Frontiers 
and Borders Research conference brought 39 research 

postgraduates from the UK and overseas for an 

interdisciplinary dialogue on borders and frontiers 

research. It featured twelve papers from across the 

social sciences and humanities. Designed to provide 

a postgraduate counterpart to Life of the Frontier, 
the discussion on frontiers and borders emphasised 

the ways in which the practice of research on borders 

and frontiers can in itself be a form of ‘breaking 

boundaries’ through the application of new approaches 

and cross-disciplinary theories and methods.



New Storylines for Living with Environmental Change: Citizens’ Perspectives

How are the societal challenges of environmental 

change characterised? And what happens when 

they are subjected to public deliberation?

The Government’s 2007 Comprehensive Spending Review 

consolidated the UK’s Government strategy towards the 

funding of research.  Its aim was to ‘equip Britain for the 

long-term challenges that lie ahead.’ As a result several 

cross-research council priority themes were established, 

including ‘Living with Environmental Change.’ 

Professor Sarah Banks and her team worked collaboratively 

with County Durham residents to examine the issues 

locally, to share perspectives on new technologies 

and to identify key questions for future research. The 

team’s major aim was to consider the social and ethical 

implications of emerging technologies in enabling people 

to live with environmental change (e.g. carbon capture, 

and storage, biofuels, and nanotechnology).

The programme of work entailed a linked series of 

events involving academics and members of the public 

in discussing and debating key issues. A distinctive and 

novel element of the project involved the commissioning 

of an interactive sound-installation artwork, designed to 

give artistic expression to the ideas explored.  Artist, Ingrid 
Sylvestre worked with the project, both as a participant in 

the Citizens Panel and as an artist recording discussions.  

Durham’s composer Dr Trevor Wishart was also involved 

with the project, and a sound installation drawing on his 

composition based on North East voices was placed in the 

Botanic Garden Visitor Centre, along with an exhibition of 

Ingrid Sylvestre’s art works.

IAS Fellow Bronislaw Szerszynski’s research uses 

qualitative research, social theory methods, philosophy 

and political economy to explore changing relations 

between humans, environment and technology.  He 

collaborated with the New Story Lines for Living with 
Environmental Change: Citizens’ Perspectives project 

team, taking part in a number of research conversations 

and the programmes’ workshop Myth, Narrative and 
Ancient Wisdoms. He also worked on a new monograph 

assessing the possibility of a transition to green 

capitalism. His Fellowship allowed him to complete two 

journal articles applying the mathematical notion of 

topology to the social world.
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Bronislaw Szerszynski’s lecture Can The Environmental Crisis Save Capitalism? 
can be heard at: www.durham.ac.uk/resources/ias/audio/Szerszynski.mp3



His connection with public engagement is extended in 

the work he conducted on ‘New Topologies of the Public,’ 

which analyses the use of public engagement exercises in 

science and technology policy. Topology is used here to 

understand the different kinds of public that are brought 

into existence by diverse public engagement exercises, 

and entails looking at how aspects of the participants’ 

subjectivity (both individual and collective) are brought 

into relation with each other.  

At the IAS Szerszynski also completed a book chapter 

with Maia Galarraga (Lancaster University) on the ethics 

of geo-engineering, as part of an on-going collaboration 

on geo-engineering and society. An early version of this 

paper was presented at Szerszynski’s IAS seminar and will 

be published as part of an edited collection on the ethics 

of solar radiation management. These ideas also helped 

to shape the focus group project on geo-engineering 

conducted with Phil Macnaghten (collaborator on the   

New Storylines project). 

Bronislaw Szerszynski discusses New Storylines for living with environmental change: citizens perspective:
www.geography.durham.ac.uk/video/szerszynski.mov

Visions

What should be the purpose of nature 
conservation in the future and how it 
should be practised? 
The Whose Nature? workshop challenged the existing 

conservation models in the UK designed to protect 

biodiversity in nature reserves.

This event explored new forms of interaction between 

practising scientists and the wider County Durham 

and North East community. Local communities 

refl ected on issues relating to nature conservation   

and considered how their questions could be 

addressed by the scientifi c community. 



Quantifying Output Uncertainty in Models used for Climatic Change Research

Climate change is one of the most important issues of our 

time. A more realistic understanding of uncertainty will 

allow contributions to be more relevant and applicable. 

How close are model outputs to reality? How robust 

are models when used to infer or to simulate processes 

under environmental conditions unlike those prevailing 

during the period from which the data used to develop 

the model were obtained? Models are used widely across 

the academic world to address various aspects of climatic 

change. Durham focuses in particular on models that 

simulate the dynamics of components of the Earth system 

(e.g. ice-sheet dynamics, population and range dynamics 

of species). These models use simplifi ed representations 

of the underlying processes and require estimates of 

parameter values based upon (often limited) data, 

such estimates often being obtained using a statistical 

model.  Also used in Durham are statistical models of 

the relationship between components of Earth systems 

and one or more environmental variables. Such models 

are being used both to simulate how the Earth system 

component might respond to altered environmental 

conditions, and to deduce past environmental conditions.

The overall aim of this body of work was to develop an 

increased awareness amongst modellers of the need to 

quantify uncertainties in model outputs that arise from 

uncertainties in the input data and also to highlight the 

methods available for achieving such quantifi cation.              

A further goal was to stimulate collaborative research 

between statisticians and those developing and applying 

models that could generate new tools able to provide more 

realistic uncertainty estimates for both process-based or 

dynamic models and for statistical models. 

The programme brought a number of leading scholars to 

Durham to deliver a series of guest lectures and seminars 

and to enable interaction across Durham’s research 

community. Speakers during the year included Jonty 

Rougier (Bristol), John Haslett (Durham), Stephen Sitch 

(Exeter), Mark O’Malley (Dublin), Tony Payne (Bristol), 

Peter Challenor (Southampton), Philippe Huybrechts 

(Brussels), Lev Tarasov (Canada) and Paul Valdes (Bristol). 

A range of topics, from the challenges of limitations in 

dynamical models of climate to modelling ice sheets and 

palaeoclimates, were considered.
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Lev Tarasov’s lecture Grappling with Uncertainty: probing our glacial past and warm musings on science 
in society can be heard at: www.durham.ac.uk/resources/ias/audio/Tarasov.mp3



Lev Tarasov holds the Canada Research Chair in 

glacial dynamics modelling at Memorial University of 

Newfoundland and Labrador. His Fellowship yielded a 

strong collaboration with the programme. His interest 

in the modelling of complex systems, especially in 

quantifying uncertainty and the reduction thereof through 

the integration of observational data and modelling, led to 

work with the Departments of Geography and Mathematics 

on the calibration of a deglacial model for the Antarctic 

ice sheet.

Tarasov has been pioneering the development and 

implementation of approaches using artifi cial neural 

networks to emulate expensive Earth Systems Models, 

the goal of which is to generate meaningful data for 

predictions of climate change (in the future or in the deep 

past). He endeavours to bridge the gap between the glacial 

modelling and geological communities. 

Further details about the IAS’s Futures II theme are available on the IAS website
www.durham.ac.uk/ias/futures2

Visions

‘The climate system and most  

environmental systems have inherent 

fundamental uncertainties’

Claims Lev Tarasov in his position paper 

‘Environmental complexity, uncertainty, and   

societal response: an interdisciplinary dialogue.’  

Potential changes in complex systems can have 

high socio-economic impacts. Yet, Tarasov 

believes, societal response to such risk is defi cient.  

Summarising the categorical sources of uncertainty   

in Earth/climate systems, the challenges in 

quantifying those uncertainties, as well as their 

implications, Tarasov’s interdisciplinary discussion 

posed a number of questions. How have different 

societies dealt with deep uncertainties associated  

with complex systems? What can the Humanities offer 

in terms of evolving understandings and capacities 

to deal with complexity? What guidance is there from 

the social and political sciences on improving societal 

capacities to deal with complex environmental issues? 

How does the relationship between science and 

society need to change?



Translating Cultures: Purpose, Process and Consequence

What are the social and cultural purposes of translation? What technical and 

creative processes are involved and how do they change depending on the 

type of translation? What effects does translation have on power relations?

This programme addressed fundamental and wide-ranging 

questions concerning translation in its many forms, 

including the translation of cultural practices between 

different communities of speakers and practitioners. It 

also posed fundamental research questions requiring 

interdisciplinary investigation. The project was formulated, 

in part, in response to two strategic programmes emerging 

from the Research Councils: the AHRC’s Translating 
Cultures and RCUK’s Connected Communities.

The programme of work connected with global social 

concerns at a time when globalisation and the digital 

revolution have raised questions of inter-cultural 

communication and translation between media. A number 

of key research questions were explored in a series of 

themed workshops; what is the socio-cultural purpose 

of translation? Why might cultures have to translate? 

What technical and creative processes are involved in 

translation, and how do they change depending on the 

type of translation?; how do material conditions determine 

translation practice and process, and how do those 

involved in translation conceptualise the process?

IAS Fellow Elizabeth Edwards, a historical and visual 

anthropologist, considered the ways in which translation 

can be used as a spatial metaphor, underlining the ways in 

which the study of the photographic record has liberated 

ideas about translation from linguistic models of analysis.  

These ideas were applied to her new work on the 

transnational dimensions of photographic surveys.  

What was the nature of the cultural moment that brought 

together the desire ‘to record’ and the appropriateness of 

photographs as a long-term archive? What were the values, 

assumptions and aspirations that characterised this 

process? Developing this under the preface ‘memorialising 

desire’ Edwards wrote a major paper that is currently going 

forward to publication.
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Elizabeth Edwards’ Insights paper Photography, survey and the desire for History
is available in Insights Volume 5



As well as attending lectures on law and multiculturalism, 

technological change, defi nitions of madness, and 

theory of history, the IAS Fellowship enabled Edwards 

to read extensively on theories of language, art history, 

visual culture, transnationalism, phenomenological 

geography, cultural theory, social anthropology, colonial 

administration in Africa, photography in Papua, history 

of anthropology, and archaeology in colonial India. This 

particularly enriched her long-term project on the making 

of the ethnographic in nineteenth-century photography, as 

an act of cross-genre translation.

View the profi les of former IAS Fellows:
www.durham.ac.uk/ias/fellows/iasfellows

Visions

In six years, the IAS has hosted over 100 visiting 

Fellows from 19 countries, including the US, Canada, 

China, India, Australia, and New Zealand.



Modernism and the Resistance to Translation

A collaborative project between English, Classics 

and Modern Languages will consider the question of 

translation in relation to modernist literature during 

2012-13. The project is specifi cally interested in 

non-translation. Why are some terms in literature not 

translated? The particular aim of the project is to examine 

the ways in which modernist writers incorporated into their 

work words and phrases from other languages.

Laying the foundations for the project during 2011-

12 was IAS Fellow Ann Banfi eld from the University of 

California (Berkeley). A specialist in linguistics and critical 

theory, Banfi eld has written extensively on the intersection 

of linguistics and literature and on British and Irish 

Modernism. She has considered the idiosyncratic way 

that translation operates at the heart of Samuel Beckett’s 

work. Moving back and forth between English and French, 

Beckett developed a literary language that is the opposite 

of Dante’s ‘illustrious vernacular’ and Joyce’s ‘Wakese’, 

both conceived as combinations of different vernaculars. 

During her Fellowship, Banfi eld examined the connection 

between those works and words that Beckett defi ned as 

‘untranslatable,’ as well as considering the concept of the 

maternal language. 

Inspired by her visits to Durham Cathedral Library, 

Banfi eld examined accounts of medieval reading and 

writing practices, which helped her to clarify her ideas 

about the role of grammar in that period and what Dante 

might have had in mind when he said that the second 

language learned at school was grammar.

Her position paper, ‘Beckett’s Revolution of the Syntax:    

the evolution of Beckett’s style toward linguistic ‘Lessness’’

considered both Beckett’s and James Joyce’s resistance to 

world English. Both aimed, in quite different ways, to create 

a literary language which was no one’s mother tongue.
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Listen to Ann Banfi eld’s lecture Samuel Beckett and the Mother Tongue at 
www.dur.ac.uk/resources/ias/audio/Banfi eld.mp3

Postgraduate Activities
The Breaking Boundaries in Postgraduate Frontiers 
and Borders Research conference brought together 

research postgraduates from across the UK and 

abroad for an interdisciplinary dialogue on borders  

and frontiers research.  

The Many Faces of a Hellenistic King conference 

focused on the relations between the east and the 

west during the Hellenistic period. 

A third conference, InterTexts allowed      

postgraduate and early career researchers working 

on interdisciplinary projects to present their work 

and contribute to a discussion on interdisciplinary 

research within literary studies. (see page: 51)



Outputs

Life of the Frontier Conference
Attended by 45 delegates including postgraduates, 

academics from the UK and abroad. 

Emmanuel Brunet-Jailly
Created an international context for Life of the Frontier 
discussions and completed fi ve research papers. 

Sarah Green
Wrote and completed several journal articles.  Research 

conversations with Fellows infl uenced her work.

Ann Banfi eld
Worked on a book about Samuel Beckett’s language, and 

conducted extensive new research on the origin of the 

term ‘mother tongue.’  Revised and expanded a chapter 

on Joyce and Beckett’s relation to the mother tongue.  

Translating Cultures: Purpose, Process and Consequence
3rd International Conference Translating Regions 
Translating Voices. 

Elizabeth Edwards
Participated in numerous seminars and lectures. 

Established contact with many Durham colleagues across 

different disciplines. 

New Story Lines for Living with Environmental Change: 
Citizens’ Perspectives 
Composed installation and exhibition in Durham’s 

Botanic Garden.  Engaged with members of the public 

through its workshop and citizens’ panel.

Bronislaw Szerszynski
Completed two journal articles and a book chapter.

Quantifying Output Uncertainty in Models used for Climatic 
Change Research
Modellers and statisticians delivered a series of lectures 

and seminars.

Lev Tarasov
Co-wrote article for publication in Quaternary Science 
Review. Delivered three seminars and a public lecture.

 Visions



Engaging public audiences

The IAS remains committed to making research accessible 

to broader audiences. Alongside its thematic programme, 

the IAS supported a number of additional activities in 

which, over the course of this year, hundreds of members 

of the public, academics and researchers at other 

institutions and policy makers were able to participate. 

Futures and Futures II had a particular impact on health 

and wellbeing. With the Durham Forum for Health and the 

Wolfson Research Institute for Health and Wellbeing, the 

IAS co-convened My GeneSpace: Personalised Genetics: 
Are you ready to know your future? led by Professor Sir 

John Burn from the Institute of Genetic Medicine at 

Newcastle University, with Professor Deryck Beyleveld, 

Professor of Law and Bioethics at Durham University, and 

Dr Simon Woods, from the Policy, Ethics & Life Sciences 

Research Centre at Newcastle University.

A showcase of the Institute’s work is its annual 

London event. This year’s event proved no exception in 

highlighting Durham’s links with prominent public fi gures. 

IAS Director Professor Barbara Graziosi hosted an evening 

at the Royal Society with TV presenter and author Bettany 
Hughes, chief arts and culture writer of The Guardian, 

Charlotte Higgins, and leading authority on ancient drama 

and democracy, Edith Hall. All came together to discuss 

the role of the public intellectual in classical Athens and 

today. Demonstrating the prestige that the IAS has now 

established, the event was attended by a number of 

Durham alumni, who form part of a wider ‘Friends of 

the IAS’ network. It is hoped that this network will help 

the IAS to raise funds to promote its activities and its 

dissemination of knowledge.

The IAS brings the world’s leading thinkers and authors to 

a wide public audience. Embodying this role is the annual 

King Hussein Memorial Lecture in Cultural Dialogue, 

established in 2008 as part of the IAS’s Being Human 

year. The purpose of this lecture is to promote refl ection 

on intercultural understanding. During this Futures II 
year the lecture was delivered by Professor Marc Stears, 
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A comprehensive archive of all the IAS’s themes, Fellows and activities 
from the past six years can be found at: www.durham.ac.uk/ias

Six Years of IAS Themes
2006-07 The Legacy of Charles Darwin

2007-08 Modelling

2008-09 Being Human

2009-10 Water

2010-11 Futures

2011-12 Futures II



Professor of Political Theory at the University of Oxford 

and leading thinker in the Blue Labour movement. His 

lecture, Everyday Democracy: how new relationships can 
help overcome social segregation and build a common 
good, reconceptualised notions of democracy.  By thinking 

of it as an everyday cultural practice (i.e. located within 

our homes, workplace etc.), rather than something merely 

concerned with elections and legislation, he argued that 

democratic experience could be transformed to overcome 

the divisions that blight societies today.

Information about the next IAS theme, Time, can be found at:
www.durham.ac.uk/ias/time

Visions

Video clips of lectures and events are available on the 

IAS website at: www.durham.ac.uk/ias/recordings. 



Outputs

My GeneSpace: Personalised Genetics: Are you ready   
to know your future? 
Public event attended by 100 people.

The Public Intellectual in Classical Athens and Today  
with Bettany Hughes, Edith Hall and Charlotte Higgins

Attended by 90 Durham alumni and members of the   

general public. 

King Hussein Memorial Lecture in Cultural Dialogue
Attended by 80 academics and members of the public.
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Visions



People
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Between October 2011 and March 2012, 19 Fellows 

from the UK, US, Canada and Europe spent up to 3 

months at the Institute of Advanced Study.  During their 

stay in Durham they pursued programmes of research, 

writing, and creative work relating to and enriched by 

the Futures II theme. They presented seminars and 

lectures to groups within Durham University and to    

the general public, and forged on-going collaborations 

and partnerships with Durham academics and 

research teams.

IAS Fellow’s feedback on their stay in Durham is very 

positive. Many plan to return to Durham in the future 

and to continue the collaborations that started or were 

strengthened during their Fellowships.

People

During 2011-12 the IAS hosted

19 distinguished scholars from
17 universities and research institutes 
and organisations in 
6 countries

Activities
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Elizabeth Archibald
Ann Banfi eld
Emmanuel Brunet-Jailly
Elizabeth Edwards

Professor Elizabeth Archibald
Bristol University, UK
Trevelyan College

Elizabeth Archibald’s research is focused on medieval 

literature, especially the Arthurian legend, medieval  

romance and the classical tradition in the Middle Ages. 

She is interested in social history both in terms of sources  

for literary texts, and the ways in which literature does or does 

not refl ect social trends and concerns. During her Fellowship 

she focused on medicinal baths and on the infl uence of 

Roman and Arab bathing practices on the medieval West. 

While in Durham she worked on a major monograph.

Professor Ann Banfi eld 
University of California, Berkeley
St John’s College

Ann Banfi eld has written extensively on the intersection 

of linguistics and literature and on British and 

Irish Modernism. During her Fellowship she made 

good progress on a major book concerned with the 

idiosyncratic way that translation operates at the heart   

of Samuel Beckett’s work.

Professor Emmanuel Brunet-Jailly
University of Victoria, Canada
Hatfi eld College

As a political scientist specialising in comparative and urban 

politics, Emmanuel Brunet-Jailly has published widely and 

conducted research on border, borderlands, boundaries 

and frontiers.  He used his IAS Fellowship to engage with 

interdisciplinary perspectives on borders with Durham’s 

research cluster Life of the Frontier and to continue to work 

on his forthcoming monograph Understanding Borders.

Professor Elizabeth Edwards
De Montfort University, UK
University College

As a historical and visual anthropologist, Elizabeth Edwards is 

renowned for her extensive work in the fi eld of cross-cultural 

photography.  She has published some of the foundational 

work on the history of anthropological photography. She used 

her time at the IAS to consider ways in which translation 

can be used as a spatial metaphor. The theme of visual 

translation was the basis for her return to Durham later   

in the year to participate in a Durham-led workshop.

‘The Institute of Advanced Study does  
more to promote science than most research 
institutions I have visited around the world.’
Emmanuel Brunet-Jailly

‘I have been very impressed by the       
energy, interdisciplinarity and friendliness     
of Durham.’
Elizabeth Archibald



Kevin Flynn
Sander Gilman
Sarah Green
Pat Harvey

Professor Kevin Flynn
Swansea University, UK
Van Mildert College

Kevin Flynn is an expert in the construction, testing and 

use of mechanistic plankton function type models and is 

at the forefront of developments and applications in his 

fi eld.  His research into biofuels design for microalgae 

led to his involvement in Durham’s Biofuels, Science and 
Society programme to draw together the various groups 

involved in the biofuel debate.  

Professor Sander Gilman
Emory University, USA
University College

Having worked at universities across the US and held 

numerous visiting professorships at institutions across 

the globe, cultural and literary historian Sander Gilman 

came to Durham to continue his research and engage 

with the Institute’s Recovery of Beauty project. While 

here, he developed his forthcoming book The History     
of Posture.

Professor Sarah Green 
University of Manchester, UK 
Hatfi eld College

Social anthropologist Sarah Green is a specialist on 

location, borders and spatial relations. She has been 

exploring these themes for over two decades, recently 

developing a new approach to the study of borders. 

Her Fellowship at the IAS allowed her to initiate 

a collaborative research program aimed at further 

developing her conceptual approach towards the study   

of bordering practices.

Professor Patricia Harvey 
University of Greenwich, UK 
St Mary’s College

Patricia Harvey’s research focuses on renewable    

energy, biofuels and the use of algal and non-food plant 

systems for carbon capture and the synthesis of novel 

chemicals. She is a noted authority on bioenergy, and 

her Fellowship enabled her to research and write a book 

about bioenergy opportunities and problems in relation  

to CO
2
 mitigation strategies. 

‘A multidisciplinary approach to bioenergy 
is essential and I found that the forums     
for the relevant discussions, exemplifi ed 
by the Institute structures and the colleges, 
were exemplary.’
Patricia Harvey

‘The interdisciplinary character of the IAS 
has been enormously benefi cial, bringing me 
into contact with sets of ideas and methods     
I perhaps wouldn’t normally encounter,     
nor should I have reached them by other 
means necessarily.’
Elizabeth Edwards

Activities



Gail Hornstein
Jer Kuszak
Kathleen Jamie
Meredith Lloyd-Evans

Professor Gail Hornstein 
Mount Holyoke College, Massachusetts, USA
Grey College

Gail Hornstein’s work is concerned with the history of 

20th-century psychology, psychiatry, and psychoanalysis. 

Her IAS Fellowship entailed work on a major new 

project, Our Minds and Each Other: rethinking mental 
health, which sought to encourage a more psychological 

approach to how the mind works, challenging current 

reductionist biological models of mental life.  

Professor Kathleen Jamie
University of Stirling, UK
St Mary’s College

Kathleen Jamie is one of the UK’s foremost poets. 

Interested in writing in an interdisciplinary context, 

she fostered collaboration with the Centre for Medical 
Humanities to explore concepts of beauty over time    

and their manifestation in medicine and the arts. 

Professor Jer Kuszak  
LensAR, Inc. and Rush Medical College, USA
Collingwood College

Jer Kuszak is a world authority on the eye lens. His research 

on cell organisation in vertebrate lens and his interest 

in computational biology (an emerging interdisciplinary 

area), was of particular interest to colleagues at Durham’s 

Biophysical Sciences Institute. Kuszak engaged with a 

multidisciplinary team of vision scientists on the Future-
Proofi ng Eye Function programme.

Meredith Lloyd-Evans
BioBridge Limited, UK
St Mary’s College

The IAS’s Policy and Enterprise Fellow Meredith Lloyd-Evans 

founded BioBridge Ltd in the late 1980s, a bioscience 

innovation consultancy. As part of the Biofuels, Science and 
Society programme his Fellowship built upon current work in 

using biomass for renewable energy, and examined the social, 

political and economic aspects of a bioenergy future, especially 

with regard to the use of algae for carbon recycling and energy. 

‘I have been fortunate to have been 
awarded Visiting Fellowships at many 
institutions in the US and UK but this 
Fellowship at the IAS has had by far the 
most infl uence on my own research.’
Gail Hornstein

‘I was especially pleased with the   
support structure at the IAS as well as the 
interaction with the Fellows. A brilliantly 
successful program.’
Sander Gilman
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Sandra Escher
Marius Romme
Pier-Paolo Saviotti
Lynnette Leidy Sievert

Professor Marius Romme
Netherlands
Grey College

Dutch psychiatrist Marius Romme is best known for 

his work on hearing voices (auditory hallucinations) 

and is regarded as the founder and principal theorist 

for the Hearing Voices Movement. As part of Durham’s 

Hearing the Voice project he was involved in activities 

to discuss the current and future state of research into 

this experience, and to explore methods for enhancing 

interdisciplinarity in the fi eld of mental health.

Dr Sandra Escher
Netherlands
Grey College

Sandra Escher’s research interests focus on voice 

hearing. She has collaborated with Marius Romme since 

1987, and has co-written fi ve books with him. During her 

Fellowship she continued this collaboration and engaged 

with the Hearing the Voice programme of work.  

Dr Pier-Paolo Saviotti
Inra Gael, Grenoble, France
Collingwood College

Pier Paolo Saviotti’s main research interests have been 

the infl uence of innovation on long-term patterns of 

economic evolution and the mechanisms by which 

organisations create and use knowledge. At Durham 

he worked on the concept of exaptation (theories of 

economic and technological evolutionary change), on 

the dynamics of diversity and its relationship to 

exaptation, and on the value of applying the concept   

to the social sciences. 

Professor Lynnette Leidy Sievert
University of Massachusetts at Amherst, USA
Trevelyan College

A noted scholar of women’s health and the menopausal 

transition, Lynnette Leidy Sievert continued her work on 

a manuscript about the evolution of post-reproductive 

life, and further developed interests and collaborations 

relating to evolutionary medicine.

‘The period of my Fellowship was academic 
life at its best.  I really enjoyed the freedom 
to let the mind wander in an environment 
in which creativity is privileged with respect 
to the achievement of immediate and very 
specifi c objectives.’
Pier-Paolo Saviotti

‘The time I spent in Durham at the IAS was 
the high point of my academic career.’
Jer Kuszak

Activities



Bronislaw Szerszynski
Lev Tarasov
Fabio Zampieri

Dr Bronislaw Szerszynski
Lancaster University, UK
St Mary’s College

Bronislaw Szerszynski collaborated on the New Story Lines 
for Living with Environmental Change: Citizens’ Perspectives 
programme of work. His Fellowship also allowed him to 

complete major revisions on two journal articles applying the 

mathematical notion of topology to the social world.  

Professor Lev Tarasov
Memorial University of Newfoundland                        
and Labrador, Canada
Van Mildert College

Lev Tarasov is interested in reducing uncertainty through    

the integration of observational data and modelling.

During his Fellowship he collaborated with Durham’s 

geographers on calibrated deglacial chronologies, as well 

as colleagues within Mathematical Sciences to quantify 

structural uncertainty in earth systems models.

Dr Fabio Zampieri
University of Padua, Italy
Trevelyan College

Historian and epistemologist Fabio Zampieri has 

published extensively on the history of Darwinism and 

on the history of medicine in the 19th-century. In 

particular, he has worked on the history of relationships 

between Evolutionary Biology and Medical Sciences. 

While in Durham, he became involved in Durham’s new 

Evolutionary Medicine programme. 

‘The IAS location is beautiful.                          
I would have loved a longer visit.’
Lev Tarasov

‘It was great to have time and space to     
think and the IAS provided excellent facilities 
for that.’
Bronislaw Szerszynski
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Affi liates

These allow gifted Durham University 

researchers a term’s leave from teaching,   

with recipients automatically granted IAS 

Affi liate status.

Dr Colin McFarlane
Geography

Urban geographer Colin McFarlane’s work is concerned 

with theorising the intersections between urban 

inequality, materiality and knowledge. During his 

Fellowship he pursued his project Informal settlements 
and infrastructures of everyday life: materialising urban 
collectives and examined how infrastructure enables, 

delimits, and disrupts collective life within informal 

settlements. His aim was to establish a new research  

area on the materialisation of everyday urban life. 

Dr Daniel Paulusma
Engineering and Computer Sciences

Obtaining faster algorithms for problems such as 

Frequency Assignment formed the basis of Daniel 

Paulusma’s Fellowship as he sought to consider discrete 

optimisation problems originating from Computer 

Science, Economics and Mathematics. Living in an age 

where computers are ubiquitous and applications are 

becoming more advanced, computation time remains       

a bounded resource. His aim therefore was to enable the 

sustained development of telecommunication networks 

and to minimise the total number of frequencies assigned 

to a network of transmitters. His Fellowship enabled 

him to convert a number of conference abstracts to full 

journal papers (see Page 56). The results of his research 

formed the basis for a successful EPSRC grant proposal, 

Detecting Induced Graph Patterns.

Professor Nick Zangwill
Philosophy

Central to Nick Zangwill’s research interests are 

metaethics, aesthetics and the philosophy of mind. 

His Fellowship focused on music and indescribability; 

what is music, and how do we experience it? Zangwill 

suggested that it has nothing to do with emotion in 

any literal sense, any more than descriptions of music 

in terms of time and space are literal. He developed 

a view that musical experience is the experience of 

aesthetic properties that, for the most part, cannot be 

described literally. He considered people’s experiences 

of the aesthetic properties of music and its capacity 

to give listeners a distinctive kind of pleasure. His 

view is sympathetic to that of the nineteenth-century 

music critic Eduard Hanslick. Developing his own 

cognitivist view Zangwill examined the aesthetic and non-

aesthetic concepts that are involved in experiences and 

understandings of music, and giving a plausible account      

of how these relate to each other.

The IAS administers the award of three 

annual Sir Derman Christopherson/Sir James 

Knott Foundation Fellowships on behalf of 

the University’s Research Committee. 

Activities



ActivitiesActivities
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Activities

Every year, IAS support enables Durham academics to 

engage in conversations and collaborative activities with 

Fellows, international colleagues and policy makers. 

Most importantly, these activities catalyse new ways 

of thinking. They lead research and policy initiatives 

in new directions, produce major publications, assist 

scholars in gaining grants, and bring Durham’s research 

to a range of national and international audiences. 

Activities

In 2011-12 these included 15 
conferences, seminar series and 
workshops and 41 public lectures 
involving hundreds of international 
academic participants, and
hundreds of members of the public.

The IAS sponsors a wide range of 
activities aimed at bringing research 
to the general public.



Biofuels, Society and Science. Conference organised by 

Chris Greenwell (Chemistry) and Keith Lindsey (Biological 

and Biomedical Sciences)

Body, Corporeality and Identity. Workshop organised by 

Lisa Brundle (Archaeology)

Breaking Boundaries in Postgraduate Frontiers and Borders. 
Conference organised by Darrell J. Rohl (Archaeology) 

Confl ict and Consensus in Early Hexameter Poetry. 
Conference organised by Lilah Grace Fraser (Classics  

and Ancient History)

Exaptation, Uncertainty and Technological Change. 
Workshop and conference organised by Bob Layton 

(Anthropology)

Hearing the Voice. Conference organised by Charles 

Fernyhough (Psychology) and Angela Woods (Medicine, 

Pharmacy and Health)

InterTexts. Conference organised by Kaja Marczewska

Life of the Frontier. Workshops and conference

organised by Andrew Burridge (IBRU/Geography)

 Many Faces of a Hellenistic King. Conference organised   

by Heba Abd El Gawad (Archaeology)

New Storylines for Living with Environmental Change: 
citizens’ perspectives. Series organised by Sarah Banks 

(Applied Social Sciences)

Norse in the North. Conference organised by David Varley 

(English Studies) 

Quantifying Output Uncertainty in Models used for Climatic 
Change Research. Seminar series organised by Brian 

Huntley (Biological and Biomedical Sciences) and 

Michael Goldstein (Mathematical Sciences)

The Recovery of Beauty. Seminar series, symposium

and workshop organised by Corinne Saunders

(English Studies), Jane Macnaughton (Centre for Medical

Humanities, Medicine, Pharmacy and Health) and 

Michael O’Neill (English Studies)

Translating Cultures: purpose, process and consequence. 
Workshop organised by Jonathan Long (Modern 

Languages and Cultures) 

Workshops, Seminars and Conferences
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A Future Without Glasses, by Jer Kuszak   

(Rush Medical College) 

Accepting and Making Sense of Hearing Voices, by Marius 

Romme and Sandra Escher 

Algal Biofuels: fact and fantasy, by Meredith Lloyd-Evans 

(BioBridge Ltd)  

Bathing for Beauty in the Middle Ages, by Elizabeth 

Archibald (University of Bristol)

Beautiful Ideas: the visibility of truth, by Mark McIntosh 

(Durham University) 

Beauty is in the Brain of the Beholder, by John Onians 

(University of East Anglia) 

Beauty in Trouble: Robert Graves and Louis MacNeice,   

by Fran Brearton (Queen’s University Belfast) 

Beauty, Pain, and Violence: through Lessing to King Lear,   
by David Fuller (Durham University) 

Biofuels: where do we go from here?, by Patricia Harvey 

(University of Greenwich)

Bloomsbury, Beauty and After: idealist aesthetics in
materialist times, by Pat Waugh (Durham University)

Can the Environmental Crisis Save Capitalism?, by Bronislaw

Szerszynski (Lancaster University) 

Elegant Surgery: the beauty of clinical expertise, by Jane 

Macnaughton (Durham University) 

Energy from Microalgae: biofuels - dream or environmental 
nightmare?, by Kevin Flynn (Swansea University) 

Enigmatical Beauty of Each Beautiful Enigma, by Mark 

Sandy (Durham University) 

Everyday Democracy: how new relationships can help
overcome social segregation and build a common good,
by Marc Stears (University of Oxford)

From Constitutional Medicine (1880-1940) to Evolutionary 
Medicine, by Fabio Zampieri (University of Padua)

Grappling with Uncertainty: probing our glacial past and 
warm musings on science in society, by Lev Tarasov 

(Memorial University of Newfoundland and Labrador) 

Activities

Public Lectures and Debates



How We Became Rich: from necessities to diversity and 
imaginary worlds, by Pier Paolo Saviotti (University Pierre 

Mendes-France) 

I Love Fake Beauty, by Ruth Holliday (Leeds University)

Lamia Beauty and Problematic Sylphs in the Works of the
Brontes and George Eliot, by Sarah Wootton (Durham 

University)

Mindful Beauty: ideas and ideals in medieval literature,   

by Corinne Saunders (Durham University) 

Money Frontiers: the relative location of euros, Turkish lira 
and gold sovereigns in the Aegean, by Sarah Green

My GeneSpace: personalised genetics: are you ready   
to know your future?, by Sir John Burn (Newcastle

University), Deryck Beyleveld (Durham University) and 

Simon Woods (Newcastle University)

On Beauty, by Roger Scruton (Institute for the 

Psychological Sciences)

Our Minds and Each Other: rethinking mental health, by Gail 

Hornstein (Mount Holyoke College) 

Placing the Past: photographic survey and popular history 
1885-1918, by Elizabeth Edwards (De Montfort University) 

Poetry Reading, by Kathleen Jamie (University of Stirling) 

Recovering Connections: abstract and analogy in poetry and 
physics, by Don Paterson and Giovanni Vignale 

Samuel Beckett and the Mother Tongue, by Ann Banfi eld 

(University of California, Berkeley) 

Something, is it? On Frost, Bishop and Others, by Angela

Leighton (University of Cambridge)

‘Stand up Straight’: posture, its history and meanings,         
by Sander Gilman (Emory University) 

The Beauties of Charles Dickens, by Robert Douglas-

Fairhurst (University of Oxford) 

The Beauties of T.S. Eliot, by Seamus Perry   

(University of Oxford) 

The Diffi culty of Beauty: Hopkins, Yeats, Crane, Spender,   
by Michael O’Neill (Durham University) 
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The First Steps: principles and evidence base of accepting 
and making sense of voices, by Marius Romme and  

Sandra Escher 

The Pendulum of Taste: architecture and the rise of a State 
aesthetic, by Simon Thurley (English Heritage) 

The Public Intellectual in Classical Athens and Today,       
by Bettany Hughes, Charlotte Higgins (The Guardian)  

and Edith Hall (King’s College London) 

Ugly Meanings in Beautiful Things: reading and desire   
in fi n-de-siecle fi ction, by Simon J James   

(Durham University) 

Understanding Borders and Borderlands, by Emmanuel 

Brunet-Jailly (University of Victoria) 

W. H. Auden: the loveliness that is the case, by Tony

Sharpe (Lancaster University)  

Why Men Don’t Have a Menopause, by Lynnette Sievert 

(University of Massachusetts at Amherst)

Activities

Audio recordings and slides from many public lectures are available at:
www.dur.ac.uk/ias/recordings/1112
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The IAS is committed to promoting the benefi ts of 

interdisciplinary research within the postgraduate 

community, and to encouraging research students         

to engage with the Institute and its activities. 

The Institute provides research postgraduates with 

the opportunity to meet and exchange ideas with 

distinguished international scholars. They have access 

to the full range of workshops, conferences and lectures 

sponsored by the IAS. They are also able to participate 

in dedicated postgraduate research seminars. This 

year included two IAS co-hosted two seminars with the 

University’s postgraduate Ustinov College.  

The IAS also supported a number of postgraduate events 

and workshops including fi ve dedicated conferences.  

The Breaking Boundaries in Postgraduate Frontiers and 
Borders Research conference brought together research 

postgraduates from across the UK and abroad for 

interdisciplinary dialogue on borders and frontiers 

research.  The conference was designed to provide 

a postgraduate counterpart to the IAS Life of the 
Frontier sub-theme. The Many Faces of a Hellenistic King 

conference focused on the relations between the east  

and the west during the Hellenistic period. The InterTexts 
conference turned its attention to interdisciplinarity 

and allowed postgraduate and early career researchers 

working on interdisciplinary projects to present their 

work and contribute to discussions on developments 

within interdisciplinary literary studies. Confl ict and 
Consensus in Early Hexameter Poetry brought together 

advanced graduate students, early-career researchers 

and more experienced scholars from Durham, British 

academia and beyond. Poetry was examined from two 

main perspectives: as thematic concerns in the poems 

themselves and in relation to their early reception. The 

fi nal conference supported by the IAS was Norse in the 
North, the fi rst annual conference in the fi eld of Old 

Norse and Viking studies.  An interdisciplinary project 

in collaboration between the universities of Durham, 

York and Leeds aimed to strengthen the link between 

these institutions and to provide a national platform 

for postgraduates to present their work. The conference 

demonstrated the formidable strength of research in this 

area in the North of England.

2011-12 also saw the IAS introduce an annual 

lecture and workshop addressing the challenges and 

opportunities within academic publishing, particularly 

with the rising importance of digital media. Such 

changes have resulted in some fundamental shifts in 

academic publishing, and this lecture and workshop 

provided postgraduates with an opportunity to consider 

the challenges and develop strategies to establish a 

publication record.

Postgraduate Activities



Activities



Outputs 2011-2012
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This section includes the publications that emerged 

from IAS organised activities, IAS Fellows and 

postgraduate researchers during 2011-12.  As well as 

covering the theme of Futures II, publications during 

2011-2012 also emerged from previous IAS themes.

Outputs 2011-2012

Authored Books
Edited volumes
Special issues of journals
Journal Articles
Reports for research users
Advisory documents for policy makers
Television and radio outputs
Online Resources
Funding proposals

The interdisciplinary research 
supported by the IAS leads directly to 

Outputs



Banks, K (2012) ‘Apocalypse now and then’,   

Literature and Theology, 26(4), pp. 361-366.

Brunet-Jailly, E (2012) ‘A new border? A Canadian 

perspective on the Canada-US border post-9/11’, 

International Journal 67(4).

Brunet-Jailly, E (2012) ‘In the increasingly global 

economy, are borderland regions public management 

instruments?’, International Journal of Public Sector 
Management, 25(6/7), pp. 483-491.

Brunet-Jailly, E. (2012) ‘Securing borders in Europe   

and North America’ in Wilson, TM., Hastings, D. (eds)  

A Companion to Borders. Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell,       

pp. 100-118.

Brunet-Jailly, E (2012) ‘The Washington declaration: 

toward a North American Schengen?’, European Union 
Centers of Excellence Newsletter, 6(1).

Carruthers, M. (2013) The Experience of Beauty in the 
Middle Ages. Oxford: Warburg Studies.

Cartwright, N. (2012) Evidence-Based Policy: a practical 
guide to doing it better. Oxford: University Press.

Ceccarelli, P (2012) ‘Water and identity in the

ancient Mediterranean’, Mediterranean Historical Review,

27(1), pp. 1-3.

Clegg, SR., Kornberger, M., Kreiner, K (2011) ‘The

values of style in architectural practice’, Culture and
Organization, 17(2), pp. 139-153.

Dainton, B (2012) ‘On singularities and simulations’, 

Journal of Consciousness Studies, 19(1-2), pp. 42-85.

Dainton, B. (2012) ‘Selfhood and the fl ow of experience’ 

in Crone, K., Musholt, K., Strasser, A. (eds). Facets of 
Self-Consciousness.  Amsterdam: Rodopi, pp. 161-200.

Dainton, B (2012) ‘Selfhood and the fl ow of experience’, 

Grazer Philosophische Studien, 84, pp. 173–211.
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Authored books, Collections   
and Articles
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Dainton, B. (2012) ‘Time and temporal experience’ in 

Bardon, A. (ed) The Future of the Philosophy of Time. 

New York: Routledge, pp. 123-148

Eacott, MJ., Easton, A (2012) ‘Remembering the future: 

the infl uence of past experience on future behaviour’, 

Learning and Motivation, 43(4), pp. 167-260.

Fairchild, IJ., Baker, A. (2012) Speleothem science: 
from process to past environments. Oxford: Wiley-

Blackwell.

Graham, S., McFarlane, C., Desai, R (2013) ‘Water   

wars in Mumbai’, Public Culture, 25, pp. 115-141.

Greenwell, HC., Flynn, KA., Mitra, A., Sui, J (2013) 

‘Monster potential meets potential monster: pros and 

cons of deploying genetically modifi ed microalgae for 

biofuels production’, Interface Focus 3 (1).

Greenwell, HC., Lloyd-Evans, M (2013) ‘Biofuels, 

science and society’, Interface Focus 3(1).

Fernyhough, C. (2012) Pieces of Light.  London: Profi le.

Hornstein, GA (2013) ‘Whose account matters?   

A challenge to feminist psychologists’, Feminism  
& Psychology, 23, pp. 29-40. 

Fiala, J., Kaminski, M., Paulusma, D (2012) ‘Detecting 

induced star-like minors in polynomial time,’ Journal of 
Discrete Algorithms, 17, pp. 74-85.

Golovach, PA., Kaminski, M., Paulusma, D., Thilikos, DM 

(2012) ‘Induced packing of odd cycles in planar graphs’, 

Theoretical Computer Science, 420, pp. 28-35.

Golovach, PA., Paulusma, D., Song, J (2012) ‘Computing 

vertex-surjective homomorphisms to partially refl exive 

trees’, Theoretical Computer Science, 457, pp. 86-100.

Saviotti P., Pyka A (2012) ‘On the co-evolution of 

innovation and demand: some policy implications’,  

Revue de l’OFCE, 124, pp. 349-388. 

Outputs



Begum, K., Bentley, G., Chowdhury, O., Murphy, L., 

Muttukrishna, S., Puleo, E., Sievert, LL., Sharmeen, 

T (2013) ‘Life Course Effects on Age at Menopause 

Among Bangladeshi Sedentees and Migrants to the UK’,  

American Journal of Human Biology, 25(1), pp. 83-92.

Bertone-Johnson, E., Sievert, LL (2012) ‘Perimenstrual 

symptoms and symptoms at midlife in Puebla,Mexico’, 

Climacteric 16(1), pp. 169-178.

Brown, DE., Morrison, LA., Rahberg, N., Reza, A., 

Sievert, LL (2012) ‘Prevalence and determinants of 

headaches in Hawaii: the Hilo women’s health study’, 

Annals of Human Biology, 39(4), pp. 305-314.

Galarraga, M., Szerszynski B. (2012) ‘Making climates: 

solar radiation management and the ethics of fabrication’ 

in Preston, C. (ed) Engineering the Climate: The Ethics of 
Solar Radiation Management. Massachusetts: Lexington. 

Stokes, C., Tarasov, L., Dyke, A (2012) ‘Dynamics of the

North American ice sheet complex during its inception

and build-up to the last glacial maximum’, Quaternary
Science Reviews, 50, pp. 86-104.

Hamilton, A., Zangwill, N. (eds) (2012) Scruton’s 
Aesthetics. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan.

Zangwill, N (2012) ‘Rationality and moral realism’,   

Ratio 25(3), pp. 45–364.

Zangwill, N (2012) ‘Does knowledge depend on truth?’, 

Acta Analytica.

Zangwill, N. (2012) ‘Constitution and causation’, 

Metaphysica, 13(1) pp.1-6.
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A Dialogue On Creative Thinking and the Future
of the Humanities
by Mikhail Epstein and Andrew Crumey

Are There Discontinuities in Economic Development?
by Pier Paolo Saviotti

Bathing, Beauty and Christianity in the Middle Ages
by Elizabeth Archibald

Choosing the Gold Standard: Subjective Report vs
Physiological Measure
by Lynnette Sievert

Emergency Futures
by Ben Anderson

Limitations and Liberations
By Lloyd-Evans, Me

On the Future of the Humanities
by Mikhail Epstein

Photography, Survey and the Desire for ‘History’
by Elizabeth Edwards

The Holistic Approach of Evolutionary Medicine:
an epistemological analysis
by Fabio Zampieri

‘Stand up Straight’: Notes toward a history of posture
by Sander Gilman

Insights Journal

Outputs

The Insights journal can be accessed freely online at: 
www.durham.ac.uk/ias/Insights



The following lectures from the Futures II year are freely 

available to download from the IAS website:

Accepting and Making Sense of Voices with Marius Romme 

and Sandra Escher

Algal biofuels - fact and fantasy with Meredith Lloyd-Evans

Bathing for Beauty in the Middle Ages with Elizabeth 

Archibald 

Biofuels - where Do We Go From Here? with Patricia Harvey

Bloomsbury, beauty and after: idealist aesthetics in
materialist times with Pat Waugh 

Can the Environmental Crisis save Capitalism? with 

Bronislaw Szerszynski 

Beauty, Pain and Violence: through Lessing to King Lear 
with David Fuller

Elegant Surgery: the beauty of clinical expertise  

with Jane Macnaughton

‘Enigmatical Beauty of Each Beautiful Enigma’: The 
Persistent Poetics of Beauty and Death in Walt Whitman and 
Wallace Stevens with Mark Sandy

Energy from microalgae: biofuels dream or environmental 
nightmare? with Kevin Flynn

From Constitutional Medicine (1880-1940) to Evolutionary 
Medicine (1940-2010) with Fabio Zampieri 

Grappling with Uncertainty: probing our glacial past and
warm musings on science in society with Lev Tarasov

How We Became Rich: from necessities to diversity and
imaginary worlds with Pier Paolo Saviotti

I Love Fake Beauty with Ruth Holliday 

Mindful Beauty: ideas and ideals in medieval literature  

with Corinne Saunders 

Money Frontiers: the relative location of Euros, Turkish Lira
and gold sovereigns in the Aegean with Sarah Green

On Beauty with Roger Scruton

Placing the Past: photographic survey and popular history
1885-1918 with Elizabeth Edwards 

Samuel Beckett and the Mother Tongue with Ann Banfi eld 

Recording 

Recordings
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Something, is it? On Frost, Bishop and Others    

with Angela Leighton 

‘Stand Up Straight’: posture, its history and the meanings
attributed to the upright Body with Sander Gilman 

The Diffi culty of Beauty: Hopkins, Yeats, Crane, Spender 
with Michael O’Neill

The pendulum of taste: architecture and the rise of a state
aesthetic with Simon Thurley 

Ugly Meanings in Beautiful Things: reading and desire in
Fin-de-Siècle fi ction with Simon James

Understanding Borders and Borderlands with Emmanuel 

Brunet-Jailly

W. H. Auden: the loveliness that is the case   

with Tony Sharpe

Why men DON’T have a menopause with Lynnette Sievert

Outputs



Directions
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Veronica Strang
Tony Wilkinson

Professor Veronica Strang
Executive Director

Veronica Strang is an environmental anthropologist.          

She trained at the Pitt Rivers Museum in Oxford, and  

has previously held positions at the universities of Oxford, 

Wales, Goldsmiths and Auckland. Having been a Fellow 

at the IAS in 2009, she took up her current post in 

Durham in May 2012. Her research focuses on human 

environmental relations and began with input into The 
Brundtland Report. For the last twenty years she has 

focused in particular on societies’ engagements with 

water. In 2000 she was awarded a Royal Anthropological 

Institute Fellowship and in 2007 a UNESCO 

International Water Prize. Her books include Uncommon 
Ground: cultural landscapes and environmental values 
(1997); The Meaning of Water (2004); Gardening the 
World: agency, identity and the ownership of water 
(2009) and Ownership and Appropriation (2010).  

Professor Tony Wilkinson
Director 

Tony Wilkinson is Professor of Archaeology and was 

trained as a geographer at Birkbeck College, London 

University and at McMaster University in Hamilton, 

Ontario. At McMaster his research focused upon the 

hydrology of overland fl ow in the Canadian High Arctic. 

From Canada he then moved into archaeology where he 

worked on regional landscape projects in the UK and the 

Middle East. Within those areas his special interests have 

included landscapes of dry lands (deserts) and wetlands 

(specifi cally those submerged beneath the sea). He has 

undertaken landscape fi eldwork in Oman, Yemen, Saudi 

Arabia, Iraq, Syria, Turkey and Iran, as well as various 

places in the United Kingdom. He became a Fellow 

of the British Academy in 2008 and in 2009 he was 

the recipient of the John Coles Award for Landscape 

Archaeology (awarded by the British Academy). 

Directors 2011–2012
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Michael O’Neill
Colin Bain

Professor Michael O’Neill FEA, FRSA
Director

Michael O’Neill is Professor of English. He was Head of 

Department from 1997 to 2000 and from 2002 to 2005.       

He has published books, chapters, and articles on many 

aspects of Romantic literature, especially the work of 

Percy Bysshe Shelley, and on an array of British, Irish,  

and American twentieth- and twenty-fi rst century poets.     

He is also a published and award-winning poet. 

Professor Colin Bain CChem, MRSC
Director

Colin D. Bain has been Professor of Chemistry at 

Durham since 2005, having previously served at 

Oxford, Cambridge and Harvard. His research is in the 

chemistry and physics of interfaces, with applications 

in lubrication, detergency, printing and optics. He has 

received awards for research in the UK, Japan, India,  

and Australia, and currently sits on the Scientifi c 

Advisory Board of the Max Planck Institute for Colloid 

and Interface Research and of Oxford Capital Partners.
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Barbara Graziosi
Martin Ward

Professor Barbara Graziosi
Director

Barbara Graziosi has been Professor of Classics at Durham 

since 2010. She was educated in Trieste (Italy), Oxford 

and Cambridge, was appointed Junior Research Fellow 

at New College, Oxford, in 1999, and held a summer 

fellowship at the Center of Hellenic Studies, Harvard 

University, in 2005. She is currently writing a history 

of the Olympian gods, and directing a major research 

project, funded by the European Research Council,        

on biographies and portraits of the ancient Greek and 

Roman poets.

Professor Martin Ward
Director

Martin Ward is currently the Head of the Department 

of Physics, and also holds the Temple Chevallier Chair 

of Astronomy. He has previously held positions at 

Cambridge, Oxford and Leicester, before coming to 

Durham in 2004. He is an observational astrophysicist 

whose research interests include black holes and 

quasars.  He was a consultant for the European Space 

Agency and is involved in the next generation Hubble 

Telescope project. He is interested in science public 

outreach, and has been a guest on Patrick Moore’s      

The Sky at Night and Melvyn Bragg’s In Our Time.  



Linda Crowe 
Administrator

Linda Crowe has worked at Durham University since 

2008 and joined the Institute of Advanced Study 

as Administrator in early 2012. She has overall 

responsibility for the day to day administration and 

running of the Institute, including a number of the 

Institute’s Fellowship schemes: IAS Fellowships, 

the Christopherson Knott Fellowships and College 

Fellowships.  After completing her degree in German and 

Sociology in 1994, she moved to the North East to join 

the newly created Siemens Microelectronics and spent 

over a decade in industry. 

Simon Litchfi eld 
Assistant Administrator (Cofund)

Simon Litchfi eld joined the Institute of Advanced Study 

in January 2012 as Assistant Administrator (Cofund). 

His primary role is the administration of the Durham 

International Fellowships for Research and Enterprise 

(DIFeREns). After coming to the North East in 2000      

to read German and Politics, Simon remained in the 

region to further his studies before moving into the  

public sector.  

Administration 2011–2012
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Audrey Bowron
Secretary

Audrey Bowron has worked for Durham University since 

1988 and during that time has worked in a number of 

different areas of the University, including the Registrar’s 

department and Trevelyan College as the College 

and Principal’s secretary. She was a secretary in the 

Department of English Studies for 10 years before joining 

the IAS in February 2007.

Karen Snowdon
Assistant Secretary (Cofund)

Karen Snowdon joined Durham University in 2008 and 

the Institute of Advanced Study in May 2012. During 

her time with the University she has worked in a number 

of different divisions, including the Strategic Planning 

& Change Unit, Van Mildert College and Josephine     

Butler College.



Advisory Council and Patrons 2011–2012
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Chair: Professor Chris Higgins FRSE, FRSA, FMedSci
Vice-Chancellor, Durham University

Dr Philip Ball
Science Writer

Professor Dame Gillian Beer FBA
English Literature, University of Cambridge

Dr Bill Bryson
Chancellor, Durham University

Professor Sir Kenneth Calman FRSE, FRCP, FRCS(ed.), FRCGP
Chancellor, University of Glasgow

Professor Gillian Clark
Department of Classics and Ancient History,       

University of Bristol

Professor Martin Daunton FBA
Master of Trinity Hall, University of Cambridge

Sir Andrew Motion
Poet and Former Poet Laureate

Dr Matt Ridley FRSL, FMedSci
Science Writer, Founding Chairman of the International 

Centre for Life

Professor Nikolas Rose
Department of Sociology, London School of Economics

Professor Richard Sennett
Department of Sociology, New York University and the 

London School of Economics

Professor Dame Marilyn Strathern
Department of Anthropology, University of Cambridge

Mr Peter Watson
Author and Journalist

IAS Patrons 2011 – 2012  
Baroness Helena Kennedy QC

Professor Lord Bhikhu Parekh

HRH Prince El Hassan bin Talal of Jordan.
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Looking Ahead...

Durham’s Institute of Advanced Study is one of only a few 

Institutes that embrace the full spectrum of disciplines, 

reaching right across the arts, social sciences and the 

sciences. It allows Fellows whose interests are very 

different the freedom to come together and experiment 

with new forms of collaboration. The dialogues across 

disciplines that it engenders not only compare different 

disciplinary perspectives but also create new intellectual 

linkages between them. 

After achieving much in its fi rst six years, the IAS 

maintains a focus on its core aims: to enable creative 

interdisciplinary collaborations and to bring leading-edge 

research to the public and to policy makers through its 

high-profi le lecture series; its annual event in London; 

through its journal Insights, and through its continued 

engagement with local communities.

2013-14 Light Themes
• Light, Observation and Knowledge

• Light for Life 

• Light and wellbeing

• Light, the Senses, and the Aesthetic

• Life, Culture and Practices

For information on the IAS’s forthcoming annual themes, see:
www.durham.ac.uk/themes
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Following Futures II the IAS turns its attention   

in 2012-13 to Time.  

We live in an age acutely conscious of time: its passing 

and acceleration, its measurement and regulation, its 

evolutionary dynamic, its future promise, its own timing. 

But what exactly is time, and what are its properties? 

What meanings of time have come to prevail in our age, 

and how do they shape human endeavour, being and 

aspiration?  The work associated with this exciting theme 

will address issues such as these and others of major 

contemporary and intellectual interest.  

The IAS’s programme on Time includes a wide range of 

interdisciplinary seminars, workshops, conferences and 

public lectures. These will range from examining time in the 

theological, scientifi c and medical writings of the Early and 

Central medieval periods, considering the major Western 

calendrical structures and landmarks, through to the 

exploration of embodied experiences of time. 

(see box out, right p.68).

2013-14 will see the IAS introduce its Light theme.    

Like the IAS’s other annual themes, this will attract 

scholars from across the disciplines to address an 

exciting variety of topics.

In its continued work to achieve these aims, the IAS is 

very grateful of the support it receives from the Senior 

Offi cers at Durham University and from colleagues 

within Faculties, Departments and Colleges across the 

University. Their direct involvement in engaging with 

the annual themes, nominating Fellows, participating 

in events and generating research ideas is vital to the 

development of collaborative projects and the production 

of outputs that support Durham’s research strengths and 

increase its international outreach. 

The Institute notes in particular the importance of its 

partnership with the Colleges Division and the support that 

the Colleges provide in accommodating its visiting Fellows. 

Durham’s Colleges have a key role in relation to the IAS’s 

aims. They create interdisciplinary communities and 

enable cross-disciplinary conversations and relationships, 

not only for Fellows and their hosts, but also for students 

from the moment they come to study in Durham. This 

early interdisciplinary contact is undoubtedly infl uential 

in shaping students’ thinking and in forming a greater 

potential for interdisciplinary research in their subsequent 

careers. In this, and in hosting the IAS Fellows, Colleges 

have a key role in strengthening the social and intellectual 

links between disciplinary areas, and between Durham 

researchers and an international network of scholars. 

Finally, the IAS is extremely grateful for the wise counsel 

of its distinguished Advisory Council and its members’ 

on-going ambassadorial endorsement of the Institute,  

and for the work of its Development Board in supporting 

its endeavours. 

To keep in touch with IAS activities and news, visit:
www.durham.ac.uk/ias/news
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Contacts

Executive Director
Professor Veronica Strang, 

Tel +44 (0) 191 334 4684

Administration
IAS Administrator: Ms Linda Crowe,     

Tel +44 (0) 191 334 4686

IAS Secretary: Ms Audrey Bowron,      

Tel +44 (0) 191 334 2589

Fax: +44 (0) 191 334 4699

Email: enquiries.ias@durham.ac.uk

www.durham.ac.uk/ias


