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Directors’ Introduction

Since its inception in October 2006 the 

Institute of Advanced Study (IAS) has supported 

and fostered interdisciplinary research in a 

variety of ways. It has successfully developed, 

organised and hosted several major themes: 

The Legacy of Charles Darwin, Modelling, Being 
Human, Water, Futures, and Futures II. These 

have built upon core disciplinary strengths at 

Durham while also developing new synergies 

at the interface of established specialisms.

The 2012-13 Time theme saw the IAS return 

to an independent annual theme, following 

the successful completion of two inter-related 

themes Futures (2010-11) and Futures II 
(2011-12). 

At the IAS we aim to develop inclusive, 

innovative and interdisciplinary research. 

Events and outputs promote Durham’s research 

excellence, productivity and international 

profi le. The 2012-13 thematic year on Time 

successfully delivered a diverse programme. 

Through a full programme of events delivered 

by our visiting Fellows and Durham researchers 

with enthusiasm and creativity, the IAS sought 

to stimulate new thinking about Time. How do 

disciplines from physics to philosophy think 

about time? How has time been imagined in 

different cultural and historical contexts? How 

do ideas about time shape nations and their 

‘heritage’? How is temporality experienced and 

described? And how do technological advances 

in ways of measuring time change people’s 

experiences of it, and enable different ways of 

moving through and narrating time and space? 

Leading fi gures were invited to Durham, 

including policy makers, practitioners, 

scientists, artists and philosophers, to consider 

Time from differing perspectives. Their unique 

contributions and inspiration during the year 

led to excellent outputs and the development 

A Welcome from the Directors
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of intriguing new collaborations. The IAS led 

and supported a wide range of events that drew 

together not only the academic community, 

but also the wider public, who were offered 

the opportunity to engage with the theme via 

public lectures, forums and exhibitions. Almost 

3000 people attended these IAS funded and 

sponsored public events, showcasing Durham’s 

research strengths at a local, regional and 

national level. The IAS expanded its partnership 

with the Durham Book Festival, and worked with 

new partners, such as the Durham Cathedral 

to bring together, for example, In St Cuthbert’s 
Time – the Sounds of the Lindisfarne Gospels.  
During the year, the IAS also developed new 

methods of instigating interdisciplinary research. 

For example a unique workshop entitled 

Navigating Interdisciplinarity now supports 

collaboration during the research process.

The IAS Fellowship scheme continued to 

fl ourish, with genuine engagement occurring 

both within the community of Fellows and 

between Fellows and colleagues at Durham. 

Such interactions have led to the development 

of new ideas, extended networks, and longer 

term collaborations, as well as to reputational 

benefi ts for Durham (for example BBC Radio 

4’s Saturday Live programme with John 

McCarthy discussing with Professor Richard 

Gameson and IAS Fellow Chris Watson their 

collaboration, In St Cuthbert’s Time, inspired 

by the display of the Lindisfarne Gospels). 

The Time Fellowship brought together a 

distinguished cohort from across the arts and 

humanities, social sciences and sciences 

including philosopher Professor Alia Al-

Saji; classicist Professor Robert Hannah; 

ethnomusicologist Professor Udo Will; 

philosopher and anthropologist Professor  

Alison Wylie; geologist Professor Liping Zhou; 

and renowned sound recordist Chris Watson,    

to name but a few. 



The Fellowship application procedure was 

revised to include further peer review from 

Departments, strengthening departmental 

involvement in IAS activities and ensuring good 

strategic coherence between Fellow selection 

and Durham’s research priorities. The Colleges 

have also become more closely involved in the 

IAS Fellowship programmes, both providing 

stalwart support to these, and benefi tting from 

Fellows’ participation in College activities. 

There were changes in the Institute’s personnel 

during the year. The IAS said farewell to 

Director Professor Tony Wilkinson who returned 

to the Archaeology department, and welcomed 

Professor Stuart Elden as Director for Social 

Sciences and Health.

Cosin’s Hall, home of the IAS, continues to 

offer a scholarly environment by providing 

peaceful and creative space for Fellows and 

Durham colleagues alike. The University 

community’s use of Cosin’s Hall increased 

across all three terms (with over 50% 

increased usage since 2011). The IAS is 

available throughout the year to host activities 

including research conversations, seminar 

series, receptions, public lectures, launches, 

meetings, book readings and other events. 

The postgraduate community also enjoyed 

opportunities to meet and exchange ideas 

with scholars of international distinction, 

attending multiple events that enabled them 

to engage with the benefi ts and challenges of 

interdisciplinary research. The Institute also 

sponsored a number of postgraduate symposia 

and workshops. 

Directors’ Introduction
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Overview



In the following sections we describe the ways in which 

the IAS, its Fellows and collaborators engaged with the 

theme of Time.

All publications emerging from IAS activities and further 

details of the work of individual Fellows are also listed in 

this report.

Overview

This year’s programme explored the 
concept of Time through a variety of 
projects, asking questions at the cutting 
edge of research across the disciplinary 
spectrum, and sharing these insights with 
the wider public. 

Does time itself have a       
‘living’ quality?

How does time pass?

What role does narrative play  
in the construction of the self?

How do we experience time  
and live in time?

Overview

Time



We live in an age acutely conscious of time: its passing 

and acceleration, its measurement and regulation, its 

evolutionary dynamic, its future promise. Through this 

consciousness seems to run a thread of compulsion - a 

compulsion to master the clockwork of time, understand 

its rhythms, put it to most effi cient use, direct its fl ow, 

and grasp its provenance.  Time has taken on the property 

of a thing or process that can be grasped and made to 

work in certain ways.  But what exactly is time, and does 

it have the properties we think it has?  What meanings 

of time have come to prevail in our age, and how do they 

shape human endeavour, being and aspiration?  How does 

time’s arrow fl y, and how has its fl ight been tracked in the 

past?  Is it possible to imagine a future organised without 

clock-time as anything other than as a train that is either 

on track or derailed? Do other space-times exist?
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A comprehensive archive of all the IAS’s themes, Fellows and activities 
from the past seven years can be found at: www.dur.ac.uk/ias/themes/ 

Sub-themes

Experiencing Time
Narrating Time
Nature and Geometry of Time
Reconstructing Time
Scaling Time
Time and the Present



In the sub-theme Narrating Time researchers from a range 

of different disciplines across the Arts and Humanities, 

Science and Social Sciences sought a new understanding of 

narration, and narrative time. This thematic area explored 

a mixture of different events including Narrating Time, Time 
and Memory and Culture, Imagination and Memory: Medieval 
Narratives of Time. Participants came from across Durham’s 

Faculties including English Studies, Modern Languages 

and Cultures, History, Philosophy, Business, Anthropology, 

Earth Sciences, Applied Social Sciences, Education, and 

activities also involved a number of IAS Fellows.

The programme Narrating Time, led by Durham’s Professor 

Simon J James explored the interdisciplinary relationship 

between ‘time’ and ‘narrative’ and sought to address the 

wider debates about narrative - what is meant by the word 

‘narrative’? What is its relationship to time? And what might 

different disciplines have to learn from each other from 

the uses of narrative? The term ‘narrative’ is commonly 

used across many disciplines and is no longer restricted 

to literary studies. Researchers often speak of fi nding ‘new 

narratives’ to understand change.  How might a theoretical 

or historical understanding of the functions of narrative 

inform its current cross-disciplinary uses? What might non-

literary disciplines learn from literary narratology? 

The series scrutinised not only the literary understanding 

of narrative, but also the role that narrative plays in 

the construction of the self, and as an analogy for the 

production of academic research. It delved into the ways 

in which narrative might be understood collectively, and 

used as a means for understanding the history of ideas. 

Further discussions explored the intersection of narrative 

with notions of truth and power, as well as refl ections upon 

the epistemological differences in research methods.

The major outcome from this programme was the 

commissioning of the new work Desert Island from video 

and installation artist Toby Phips Lloyd. The exhibition 

was open to the public during Easter Term 2013 and 

featured a short talk by the artist refl ecting on the themes 

of ‘Time, Narrative and Space’. A book has  since been 

produced combining photography from the exhibition and 

commissioned pieces of writing from researchers involved 

in the series.

David Martin-Jones The Cinematic Temporalities of Modernity: 
Deleuze, Quijano and ‘How Tasty was my Little Frenchman – Insights Volume 6 

Overview

Narrating Time

What is narrative’s relationship to time?



Other activities within the Narrating Time sub-

theme included the Memory and Time workshop and 

seminar organised by postgraduate researcher Kaja 
Marczewska. This established an additional platform for 

interdisciplinary discussion, collaboration and networking 

opportunities. It brought together researchers and 

postgraduates from across several disciplines such as 

English Studies, Psychology, Philosophy, Classics, Modern 

Languages, History, Music and Film studies and IAS 

Fellows, including Professor Andy Wood. Wood argued that 

senses of time needed to be considered in their historical 

spatial and social contexts. Taking a more contemporary 

comparative approach, IAS Fellow and social psychologist 

Robert Levine explored a dimension of our experience that 

is taken for granted - the perception of time. His paper, 

A Geography of Time, considered travel and movement 

within and across cultural as well as social contexts, 

questioning the notion of ‘pace of life’. In a global tour of 

time-keeping, Levine argued for a ‘multi-temporal’ society 

in which we learn to move back and forth among nature 

time, event time, and clock time.

Several IAS Fellows took part in Time and Memory 
including Professor Alia Al-Saji whose Fellowship allowed 

her to focus on her manuscript entitled Bodies and 
Memories: Bergson, Merleau-Ponty, and the time of 
difference, which considers intersubjective relations in 

temporal terms, as well as addressing the ethics and 

politics of memory and perception.  
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Andy Wood’s Insights paper Popular Senses of Time and Place 
in Tudor and Stuart England is available in Insights Volume 6 

Desert Island - Toby Phips Lloyd 



Culture, Imagination and Memory:

Medieval Narratives of Time

Culture, Imagination and Memory: medieval narratives of time 

built upon and extended the Institute of Medieval and 

Early Modern Studies (IMEMS) seminar series, Through 
a Glass Darkly, and focused on the themes of time, art 

and memory. It explored the process of past, present 

and future; the necessary placing of the concept of the 

future within the larger notion of time; and the relation of 

temporal and eternal worlds.  

This series had two chronological points of focus: the fi rst 

was the extraordinary development of cultural activity in the 

central medieval period, 1000-1250, and the second

the cultural pre-conditions of Northumbrian society in the 

central medieval period, 1000-1250, and the second

seventh century. One of the most iconic creations that 

stemmed from this period was the Lindisfarne Gospels. 

Exploring the construction and interpretation of cultural 

narratives in relation to confronting and making sense 

of time, this series included visual narratives (books, 

images and artefacts); narratives mapping the mind 

and memory; theological, astrological and cosmological 

narratives; historical narratives (past and present); and 

literary narratives. Several renowned speakers came 

to Durham including Professor Svein Gullbekk (Oslo 

University), Professor Greti Dinkova-Bruun (Pontifi cal 

Institute of Mediaeval Studies, Toronto), Dr Heather  

Pulliam (Edinburgh University) and Professor Eric Stanley      

(Oxford University).

The series linked closely to the three-month period in which 

the Lindisfarne Gospels were exhibited in Durham. IAS 

Fellow and sound recordist Chris Watson used his Fellowship 

to collaborate with leading Durham scholars on In St 
Cuthbert’s Time - The Sounds of Lindisfarne and the Gospels 
- a sound installation that refl ected the acoustic landscape 

of Lindisfarne Island during the time the gospels were being 

written and illustrated. The installation was launched to 

coincide with the exhibition of the Gospels. It was located  

in the Cathedral’s Holy Cross Chapel which provided 

an ideal setting. The installation will return to Durham 

Cathedral in August 2014.

Professor Alia Al-Saji discusses temporal structures of racialized experience or what she calls 
racialized time in her Insights paper Too Late: Racialized Time and the Closure of the Past

Overview

In St Cuthbert’s Time - The Sounds of Lindisfarne and the Gospels 



Outputs

Alia Al-Saji
Delivered four papers and revised a chapter on her 

forthcoming manuscript. Published a paper for the 

IAS journal Insights. Ongoing collaboration with the    

Department of Philosophy.

Jonathan Ben-Dov
Delivered four seminar papers and two public lectures.  Co-

convened an international conference with Dr Lutz Doering. 

Wrote an article ‘Early Jewish Texts of the Torah: revisiting 

the Greek scholarly context’, Journal of Ancient Judaism 

– forthcoming. Wrote a chapter, ‘Calendars and Festivals’ in 

Oxford Encyclopedia of Law and the Bible, (eds. B. Strawn 

and J. Stackert). Oxford University Press (forthcoming). 

Established link with Palace Green library to explore a 

possible exhibition of Dead Sea Scrolls. 

Sinkwan Cheng
Delivered three lectures and two seminars. Authored a book 

introduction and established links with the Schools of Applied 

Social Sciences, Government and International Affairs and 

Modern Languages and Cultures. 

Bradley Epps 
Seven papers delivered. Wrote and submitted two articles 

– accepted and published (see page 51).  Established 

links with the Centre for Sex, Gender & Sexualities. Future 

collaboration with the School of Modern Languages and 

Cultures. 

Peter Erdi
Established links with Psychology and Dr Colin Lever; 

submission and publication of co-authored article. Delivered 

one lecture and three seminars.

Robert Hannah
Delivered fi ve papers. Completed six chapters and one 

conference paper. Collaborated with Durham scholars on a 

interdisciplinary paper on Time (in development). Established 

new networks within the Department of Theology and Religion 

and Classics and Ancient History. 

Robert Levine
Produced a report for the Government of Bhutan (UN 

mandated project). Wrote two chapters for his forthcoming 

book and formed links with Hearing the Voice research 

project. Potential future collaboration with Modern Languages 

and Cultures and ‘New Humanities’ project.

Mary Manjikian
Delivered three papers and two lectures, and was inspired by 

Narrating Time to write an article called ‘Reading Lolita in 

Langley: the Unreliable Narrator as a Device for Considering 

the Reliability of Intelligence Collection’, accepted and to be 

published in 2014. Connections made with Faculty members 

within the Departments of Geography and Law.  

David Martin-Jones
Wrote two articles and the fi rst chapter of a book. Prepared a 

funding application to the ERC with collaborators in Durham, 

and delivered three seminars, one lecture, two workshop 

papers and a postgraduate event. 
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Outputs

Robert de Mello Koch
Co-convened international workshop in Durham. 

Published two journals articles, and a further two 

submitted. Established links with the Department of 

Mathematical Sciences and other Durham scholars. 

Reciprocal visits and workshops expected.

Jerry Moore
Delivered one lecture and seminar. Book chapter written and 

another developed. Paper written with Carolina Maria Vilchez 

for Society for the American Archaeology Annual Meeting. 

Caitríona Ní Dhúill 
Developed a monograph on theories of biography, anti-

biography and the development of metabiographical 

thinking and writing in German and European modernism. 

Developed Tropes of Dyspepsia: Digestive Figures from 
Nietzsche to Bachmann an article-length study. Delivered 

two seminars and one lecture. Links established with 

the Living Poets project (Classics) and potential future 

collaboration with IAS Fellow Professor Bradley Epps.

Simon Prosser
Delivered one seminar and public lecture. Continued 

collaboration with the Department of Philosophy.

Chris Watson
Collaborated with several Durham researchers on In 
St Cuthbert’s Time - the Sounds of Lindisfarne and 
the Gospels – a sound installation and accompanying 

CD. BBC Radio 4 interview - Saturday Live - The 
Lindisfarne Gospels. Ongoing collaboration with the 

School of Applied Social Sciences and Botanic Garden 

for a rainforest sound installation. Established member         

Slow University project. 

Udo Will
Delivered one lecture and three talks. Advanced and 

revised a collaborative paper with members of the 

University’s Music Department. Formulated an outline 

and wrote the fi rst sections of a chapter for a book project 

on Rhythm in Poetry, Music and Dance. Strengthened 

existing links and established new networks with faculty 

members of the Departments of Music, Philosophy, and 

Psychology. Joined a new book project with members 

of Philosophy and Music with a plan to organise a 

conference in the future at Durham.

Andy Wood
Concluded and published book (Memory of the People: 
Custom and Popular Senses of the Past in Early Modern 
England. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press). 

Developed and submitted an application to Leverhulme 

Trust: Social relations in early Modern England in 

collaboration with the IAS. Delivered four papers.

Alison Wylie
Eight papers delivered during Fellowship. Co-edited book in 

development. Ongoing engagement with Durham’s Centre 

for Humanities Engaging Science and Society (CHESS).

Liping Zhou
Lecture and seminar paper. Collaboration with 

Archaeology and Earth Sciences. International 

collaboration with the IAS and joint panel convened at 

the Beijing Forum (autumn 2013).

Overview
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Scaling Time

How do we experience                              

time and live in time?

Scaling Time sought to address a number of fundamental 

questions, such as how do we experience time and live 

in time? How do life courses assume and consume a 

temporal span? Does time itself have a ‘living’ quality?  

Qualitative differences in our perception and sense of 

time as animate and/or inanimate, as lived and living, as 

‘dead’ time, as something that we feel the need to ‘kill’. 

By allowing us to make non-periodic what is periodic, to 

make non-secular what is secular, to make non-historic 

what is historic, the arts help us fi nd our way through the 

world - to ‘live’ time. 

Forms of Time

The arts need time in order to be experienced 

and appreciated; to unfold their creative 

and transformative power; and to allow us to   

absorb and evaluate their meanings.

Forms of Time was concerned not only with the time it takes 

to engage with the arts, but also with the ways in which 

the arts construct, absorb and dispose time. It comprised 

two specifi c strands of activity. First, a series of research 

conversations which probed the artistic infl ection of time 

as rhythm, expanse, challenge, and burden. How do the 

arts, for example, engage with the perception of time as 

animate or inanimate, with ideas about ‘dead’ time or as 

something that has to be ‘killed’ through ‘pastimes’ or 

‘pursuits’. Discussions focused on how the arts take up 

time in the investments of reading, listening and viewing.

Does Time Really Pass? 
We are familiar with the notion that time passes. 

But what does this really mean? In his public lecture 

Does Time Really Pass? Dr Simon Prosser outlined 

philosophical theories of temporal passage along with 

alternate hypotheses suggesting that time does not pass. 

He argued that, despite appearances to the contrary, 

it is not possible to experience time passing and the 

apparent experience of time passing is an illusion. 

www.dur.ac.uk/ias/recordings/



The second phase of the programme investigated the 

role of imaginative and creative practices in transforming 

the experience of time. Testing these questions against 

a range of historically and culturally diverse materials, 

from German Romantic painting to English lyric poetry, 

from the Brazilian modernist avant-garde through Catalan 

cinema to contemporary Caribbean poetry, the speakers 

explored experiential and contextual dimensions of time, 

its mediation and articulation through a range of cultural 

practices and aesthetic forms. A range of speakers 

came to Durham to engage with this popular series 

including Professor Bradley Epps (Harvard University and 

IAS Fellow), who during his IAS Fellowship delivered a 

total of fi ve public lectures ranging from refl ections on 

apocalypse in Spanish and Catalan cinema under Franco, 

to a culturally oriented material history of the Universal 

Expositions of 1888 and 1929 in Barcelona and their 

relation to nation-state formations and imaginations.  

Other speakers included Professor André Tavares (Federal 

University of São Paulo, Brazil); Dr Michael Niblett (Yesu 

Persaud Centre for Caribbean Studies, Warwick); and 

Professor Felice Cimatti, (University of Calabria, Italy).

Forms of Time allowed participants to gain critical 

purchase on the phenomenology of temporality and on 

theoretical perspectives that have been advanced to 

account for the relationships between time and form. 

The works of Bergson; Heidegger; and Levinas were key 

points of reference during the series; and contemporary 

infl ections included Adam, Critchley, and Sloterdijk. 

But rather than approaching the time/form interface 

as something ahistorical, transcultural or universal, it 

focused on concern with the formal-temporal, grounded 

in a commitment to become more aware of how cultural 

difference and historical moment inform perceptions of 

time while also shaping discourses around temporality.   

Overview

Time – in Conversation with David Martin-Jones 
(www.dur.ac.uk/ias/recordings/1213/)
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Calendars and Festivals: identity, 
culture, and experience

Time as shaped by 

calendars and festivals

With a strong record in the area of calendars and festivals 

in the Bible, ancient Judaism, early Christianity, the 

Orthodox church, as well as shared interests with the 

Project on Spirituality, Theology, and Health, Durham 

scholars were well placed to  bring together and lead 

Calendars and Festivals: identity, culture, and experience, a 

public lecture series and a conference unifi ed by a shared 

focus on cyclical time, ritual, religious endowment of time 

with meaning and the interface between time and human 

time-ordering as well as time-constructing activity. 

The origins of the West’s weekly cycle in which one day is 

set aside for worship (and rest) lie in religious traditions. 

Its ultimate success in the West was mediated through 

the adoption of the Hellenistic Planetary Week in Rome. 

Annual festivals are ‘appointed time’; borrowing the 

language of spatiality, they ‘enter’ and ‘exit’ or, conversely, 

can be ‘entered’. Unlike Bank Holidays, each festival has 

its own particularity that differentiates it from the others. 

Led by Dr Lutz Doering the programme had two elements; a 

public lectures series, delivered by experts and aimed at a 

broader public. The series sought primarily to raise awareness 

of different cultural calendars, as well as promoting an 

understanding of the signifi cance of religious festivals as 

‘set apart’ from ordinary, work-dominated time. It also 

considered how such practices might contribute to wellbeing 

in today’s market-driven 24/7 societies. The series covered 

the major Western calendrical structures and landmarks 

(e.g. the Roman calendar, Christmas, and Easter), regional 

interest (e.g. the Venerable Bede’s contribution to time-

reckoning), as well as related and alternative models (e.g. 

Orthodox Christianity, Judaism, Islam, and Chinese festivals).                 

It provided insights into the different traditions that formed 

the foundations of today’s dominant AD dating system.

What Time was it? A closer look at time-
telling conventions from antiquity to the  
21st century   
Dr Kristen Lippincott observed that conceptualising 

time is not an easy matter. The earliest Greek 

philosophers argued that we know that time exists 

because we experience its passage through the agent 

of change. Long before that, however, humankind 

made repeated efforts to fi nd measuring systems 

that might help to quantify these changes. Her paper 

in the series About Time showed the variances in 

the time-measuring systems that different cultures 

developed, providing insights into what those 

individual societies deemed to be most important. 



In addition Doering developed a research programme and 

international conference on the construction of time in 

antiquity. Co-organised with IAS Fellow, Dr Jonathon Ben-Dov, 
an expert on time reckoning and astronomy in the ancient 

world, the Construction of Time in Antiquity considered time as 

shaped by calendars and festivals. The conference focused 

on rituals associated with calendars and time construction, 

on the momentum arising from the encounter of cultural 

and religious traditions, the interrelation between time and 

human agency, and on the power of ritual and performance 

for ancient societies and cultures.  

  

IAS Fellow Professor Robert Hannah, an expert on Greek 

and Roman calendars also took part in the conference 

and presented ‘The Antikythera Mechanism.’ Hannah’s 

Fellowship resulted in several book chapters, as well as 

providing input to the research of Durham scholars. His 

IAS seminar, Time and Temple Orientation in Ancient 
Greece and Rome saw him revisit the work of William 

Bell Dinsmoor and his analysis of the older Parthenon in 

Athens - to test Dinsmoors’ conclusion that the temple’s 

orientation signals a foundation date of 31 August 488 BC. 

Dr Lutz Doering talks to the BBC on the early debate on the date of Easter 
(www.bbc.co.uk/religion/0/21953451)

Overview

Calendars and Festivals: identity,         
culture, and experience
Faith Wallis Waves and Walls: how Bede visualized 
calendars and time

Professor Andrew Louth Calendar and Feasts in 
Orthodox Christianity

Professor Chris Cook Festivals: time for well-being

Professor Martin Wallraff The Origins of Christmas

Professor Robert Hannah The Roman Calendar:          
west and east

Professor Sacha Stern From Passover to Easter:   
Jewish and Christian calendars in  the making

Dr Gerhad Leinss Calendar and Time in East Asia:    
the Chinese calendar in Japan

Dr Jonathan Ben-Dov Constructing Time:                      
the ancient near eastern legacy

Professor Madawi al-Rasheed Islamic Journeys: 
contested pilgrimage in contemporary Islam
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Experiencing Time

Time, Experience 

and Embodiment

As well as developing new strands of research, the IAS 

seeks to build upon existing research strengths and 

continue the legacy of its earlier themes. The IAS theme 

of Futures II examined the ways in which people construct 

a sense of self through time and how they experience 

time. Continuing this thematic interest and demonstrating 

the fruitfulness of interdisciplinary investigation, Time, 
Experience and Embodiment, in conjunction with the 

Centre for Medical Humanities, explored new and 

complementary approaches to the embodied temporal 

experience of time. Challenging dominant linear 

approaches to ageing, these two workshops sought to 

further the understanding of everyday experiences of time: 

from the mundane to the exceptional, the repetitive to the 

disruptive, as well as shining new light – both conceptual 

and methodological – on frequently taken-for-granted 

aspects of embodied temporal experience. Aiming to 

expand collaboration and pursue interdisciplinary investigation 

the workshops explored the collective and contextual ways in 

which people grow up, grow old and go on.  

The fi rst of the two workshops organised by Dr Angela 

Woods and Dr Felicity Callard, Times of Transition 
considered the social dimensions of experiencing time 

and the rituals and artistic practices that help facilitate 

and celebrate transitions at various stages in the life 

course - the transitions, transformations in our bodies and 

relationships, our identities and our place(s) in the world. 

Discussion and debate centred around questions of time, 

transition and creativity in three phases of the life-course 

– old age, adulthood, and early adolescence.

Rhythm, Time Experience and the Body:          
re-thinking musical time
According to IAS Fellow Professor Udo Will time is 

seen in Western music as a pre-existing framework 

that organises sound events and gives them unity – 

an idea that fi nds its visual expression in its scores.  

Many other cultures, however, do not feel the need 

for an external, abstract time frame, because for 

them music only exists in and through the creation of 

sound sequences, and thus musical time is linked to 

production of and interaction with these sounds. 

What do these different cultural concepts tell us 

about time and time experience? Why is there such 

diversity? What is it about time that allows for this 

variety of ideas and experiences? Following an 

inspection of basic features of time perception , 

revisiting a core of time experiences (simultaneity, 

sequential order, now, duration) and also taking into 

account recent cognitive research, the argument 

is put forward that musical time perception is a 

complex, non-unitary process, and that experienced 

time is a construct of an embodied brain - with all the 

possibilities and limitations that this entails.



The second workshop States of Rest turned the focus 

inwards – to the rhythms and inclinations of the body, 

the labours of attention, mind and brain – in order to 

interrogate the dynamics of ‘passivity’ and of other 

phenomena that evade the imperatives of goals and tasks. 

States of Rest showed how action, agency and activity 

are highly prized within contemporary culture (whether 

philosophically, in policy and economic terms, as markers 

of health, or in the shaping of research agendas), while 

notions of rest, hesitation, ‘mind-wandering’ and sleep can 

offer rich and surprising ways to rethink the workings of 

self, mind and brain.

In his Insights paper Simon Prosser considers is there a 
‘Specious Present’? (www.dur.ac.uk/ias/insights/volume6/

Overview

About Time
Professor Sir Arnold Wolfendale (FRS)              
Navigation, Astronomy and Time-Keeping

Mr Alex Nelson The Wrong Kind of Time 

Dr Kristen Lippincott What Time was it? A closer   
look at time-telling conventions from antiquity to        
the 21st century

Professor Mike Crang Putting Time in its Place: multiple 
times, multiple spaces, and complicating space times

Professor Kimberly Hutchings Cosmopolitan Times

Professor Lynn Botelho Keeping Time at Bay: old age, 
medicine, and money in early modern England

Professor Chris Gosden Time and Nationhood: beyond 
the invention of  tradition and imagined communities

Listen to all the above talks at:

www.dur.ac.uk/ias/events/thematic/abouttime/
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Reconstructing Time    

In many areas of life people are interested in discovering 

and understanding what occurred in the past. The driving 

force behind subjects such as archaeology and history is the 

impulse to explore what has gone before. This endeavour to 

unveil the workings of time is central to understandings of 

how the universe came into existence. It is also a key strand 

of biology, motivating accounts of evolutionary history and 

relationships between species. Accurate reconstruction of 

what happened in the past is of immediate practical use: 

it is a key feature, for example, of police work. It is of great 

interest to millions of people researching their family histories 

and genealogies. The feature common to all these pursuits 

is that information which was readily available when events 

occurred is lost as time passes. Time becomes obscured, and 

the past blurred with limited information being transmitted.  

Is it possible to ever know exactly what happened in the past?

Debating Chronologies

The understanding of events related to human activity 

and environmental change in the past, particularly before 

the invention of calendars and written records, relies on 

dependable methods of dating. Since radiocarbon dating was 

invented, the number of scientifi c dating methods available 

to archaeologists and environmental scientists has grown. 

These methods have their strengths and weaknesses and 

there has been a need to scrutinise experimental procedures 

and results in order to construct reliable chronological 

frameworks for study. Examining human settlement and 

environmental change during the last million years of 

the Quaternary period with a specifi c focus on the North 

Atlantic and North Western Europe during the Holocene and 

Pleistocene, this continuing programme of study seeks to 

examine unresolved research questions relating to the use 

of scientifi c dating methods. The development of activities 

for Debating Chronologies was supported by IAS Fellow 

Professor Liping Zhou, a specialist in geochronology.

 Liping Zhou’s lecture Aeolian dust records in Asia as an archive of long-term climate change 
can be heard at: www.dur.ac.uk/ias/events/events_listings/?eventno=13231



Reconstructing Time

What exactly happened  

in the past?

Time becomes a misty window, no longer clear to see all that 

has occurred. For example, the use of techniques originally 

developed to reconstruct the evolutionary history of species 

has now been used in many different fi elds. Known as 

‘phylogenetic methods’, meaning the study of evolutionary 

relationships, these processes have been applied to analyse 

the evolution of languages and culture, the copying history of 

ancient manuscripts and also the evolution of industry. The 

Time as Misty Window seminar series explored experiences of 

trying to determine exactly what has happened in the past 

and determine if these techniques could be applied, directly, 

by analogy, or with appropriate adaptation, to a wider range of 

fi elds facing the same underlying question about past events.

Dr Jamie Tehrani spoke about Fairy Tales and Phylogenetics, 
using the method to trace the origins and evolution of 

the Little Red Riding Hood tale. The approach aimed 

to remove subjectivity from the analysis and to apply 

methods developed for understanding biological evolution 

to reconstructing the ways that folk tales are culturally 

transmitted and adapted through generations. Dr Gidon 
Cohen discussed Capture Recapture Methods and Party 
Activism in Post-War Britain, considering the diffi culties of 

tracking historical participation levels in the presence of large 

amounts of missing data and incomplete records, considering 

various enhancements to standard statistical methods that 

are appropriate when looking at data from the past. The 

fi nal seminar delivered by Professor Rus Hoelzel dealt with 

the Evolution of Diversity at Sea, examining the puzzle of 

the vast variety of forms of sea life, when the different oceans 

appear to be largely homogeneous. He explored extensions 

of standard phylogenetic techniques to the biogeographic 

contexts and habitat dependencies that support variation 

among populations and species radiations in marine species 

with a focus on dolphins. 

IAS Fellow Dr David Martin-Jones explored landscape and its 

role as an archive of memory and history and in particular 

oral histories. His position paper, Landscape and Time 
in World Cinemas, reviewed Henri Bergson’s concept of 

duration and suggested it as a potentially productive model 

for exploring cinematic depictions of landscape.

 

Fairy Tales and Phylogenetics
Dr Jamie Tehrani demonstrated the benefi ts of using 

phylogenetic analysis to shed light on the histories of 

languages, medieval manuscripts, and material culture 

traditions by presenting the results of a case study of 

one of the most famous tales in fairy tale literature - 

Little Red Riding Hood. Many popular European fairy 

tales have origins in non-western oral literatures. The 

stability and modifi cation of such tales in different 

cultural and historical contexts provide potentially rich 

materials for studying universal and variable aspects 

of human experience. Tracing their diffusion and 

development in the absence of a written record does 

however provide a complex challenge.

Jerry Moore’s lecture Constructing Time in South American Prehistory can be heard at: 
www.dur.ac.uk/ias/recordings/1213/

Overview
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Time and the Present 

Time & Heritage 

While the series Culture, Imagination and Memory focused 

on time, art and memory, the Time and Heritage project 

refl ected upon time’s inextricable link to Heritage - in 

its cultural and natural form. Life is experienced and 

identities formed and shaped through aspects of the past 

and environment; though landscapes, tangible objects 

and intangible legacies. The key role of heritage and its 

potential to unite and create a sense of community may 

also result in confl ict and divisions between communities. 

Tensions, for instance, can occur over stewardship and the 

benefi ts of heritage, and between different ethnic, religious 

and national stakeholders. These disputes can often shape 

and inform the ethical and legal framework of heritage. 

Through a series of events, including a two-day conference 

in conjunction with UNESCO and a public lecture series, 

this sub-theme explored the potential of heritage in 

community stability as well as initiating dialogue between 

different disciplines. Capitalising on Durham’s physical 

assets and its World Heritage Site of Durham Castle and 

Cathedral, the project considered the role of national 

and international bodies in the legislation, protection, 

stewardship and promotion of heritage. 

In her lecture Standpoint Matters: Transformative Criticism 
in Archaeology IAS Fellow Professor Alison Wylie considered

the major changes and challenges facing Archaeology 

and archaeologists as increasing numbers of stakeholders 

demand accountability to their interests, their conventions 

of practice and conceptions of cultural heritage. Concerns 

about the cost of inclusion of other stakeholders, the loss 

of potential research opportunities and autonomy have 

dominated recent debates. However, Professor Wylie offered 

an account of how and why the effective engagement of 

diverse standpoints matter to the well-functioning of 

Pubs, Clubs and the Sex Pistols:                          
exploring the right to heritage
In the 2005 Faro Convention heritage was aligned 

closely with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 

which stated that everyone should be able to participate 

in the ongoing process of defi ning and managing 

cultural heritage. According to Dr John Schofi eld 

(University of York) the implication is that ‘we are all 

experts’.  However, achieving such an ideal in changing 

cultural landscapes can pose challenges. Schofi eld 

illustrated the changing views of heritage, reaching the 

conclusion that participation should be an aspiration, 

and can be achieved, if those who work in the heritage 

sector continue to adapt to a changing world.



archaeological inquiry, beyond the boundaries of 

professional archaeology. 

Archaeologist and anthropologist Professor Jerry Moore 

explored the archaeological constructs of time in relation 

to South American prehistory. He examined concepts of 

time and the potential relevance of native temporalities 

for archaeological research and reconstruction.                   

He investigated various chronologies and chronographies 

used in South American prehistory to see what they -         

as artifacts of archaeological practice - told us about the 

systems of knowledge we create and the assumptions 

embedded  within them. His research examined the 

possible existence of synchronicities in archaeological 

chronologies, as indicators of other variables deployed in 

our views of prehistory.

In conversation with Alison Wylie:
www.dur.ac.uk/ias/fellows/1213/wylie/

Overview
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Nature and Geometry of Time

The incompleteness of Einstein’s theory of 

gravity suggests that current understandings of 

space-time is approximate, incomplete and

will eventually be replaced by something more 

fundamental at the quantum level.

The Nature and Geometry workshop garnered a group of 

leading researchers with complementary expertise, each 

reviewing recent progress in their respective research 

areas to consider, over a fi ve-day period, the notion that 

string theory is the favoured contender to extend Einstein’s 

theory of gravity. The workshop proposed that string theory 

is more symmetrical than a particle-based theory, and 

it unifi es all forces and matter fi elds in a natural way, 

as modes of a single string. Because gravity is naturally 

incorporated, it is a promising candidate for a theory of 

quantum gravity, and it is believed that string theory is 

able to address fundamental questions concerning space-

time and gravity, such as the origin and structure of the 

classical space-time.

As well as drawing in Durham’s established expertise 

from Mathematical Sciences and Physics, this sub-theme 

was supported by IAS Fellow Robert de Mello Koch and 

Dr Sanjaye Ramgoola, both world-leading experts on the 

holographic principle of string theory. 

Spacetime from Quantum Mechanics, Robert de Mello Koch talks about current understandings of gravity 
(www.dur.ac.uk/ias/recordings/1213/)

The Viability of Metaphysics
Organised by postgraduates, the main aim of this event 

was to bring leading researchers and Durham graduate 

students together. Particular focus was given to the role 

of language in debates within metaphysics, and to the 

relationship between metaphysics and the sciences.

Along with a discussion of the works of Wittgenstein 

and Hirsch, a more historical account of the progression 

of Causal Pluralism within metaphysics was debated. 

New ideas were also brought to bear, building a new 

account of this relationship. One promising aspect to 

emerge was the potential for a positive account where 

in metaphysics and the philosophy of language can be 

understood as consistent with each other. 



Overview

The Creation of Time

The creation of time within the medieval Christian tradition 

and the pursuit of critical refl ection into a central theme 

related to Time was the key focus for this workshop. Led by 

Professor Faith Wallis from McGill University, Canada, the 

workshop explored medieval notions of time-keeping, time-

calculation, foretelling and how monastic communities 

developed sophisticated methods to measure time in the 

twelfth and thirteenth centuries (the High Middle Ages).   

A formal lecture from Wallis was followed by an interactive 

discussion on memorial techniques; the importance of 

time-keeping within the medieval Christian tradition; the 

inheritance of calculating systems from the ancient world; 

and new developments within the period of the twelfth and 

thirteenth centuries. Resources from Durham Cathedral 

Library were central to the seminar topic, especially the 

wonderfully illustrated manuscript Hunter 100. Attended 

by both staff and students, the event culminated in 

a reconstruction of medieval games designed around 

calculation and foretelling, in which mathematical training 

was combined with moral education.

Research Institutes at Durham University
www.dur.ac.uk/research/institutes/



Outputs

Calendars and Festivals: identity, culture, and experience
One international conference and nine public lectures. Book 

proposal submitted. BBC interview with Dr Lutz Doering.

Creation of Time 
Collaboration on journal paper in Food and History,       
co-authored by Faith Wallis and Giles Gasper.

Culture, Imagination and Memory: Medieval Narratives of Time 
Fourteen seminars.

Experiencing Time
Two international workshops.  Subsequent successful 

submission to the Wellcome Trust - awarded £1m        

(The Hub at Wellcome Collection).

Forms of Time
Four research conversations and fi ve public lectures. 

Development of a major bid (AHRC / Leverhulme)             

in development by Dr Caitríona Ní Dhúill.

Narrating Time
Four seminars. Publication by Simon James: ‘Charles 

Dickens, Mental Time-Travelling and Autobiographical 

Memory’, Dickens in Motion (Ashgate, 2014) and 

forthcoming monograph on Dickens. Paper with               

Dr Mariann Hardey and Martin Hand in progress. 

Ongoing development of possible new module ‘digital 

creative writing’ between Dr Mariann Hardey and 

Professor Simon J James. Planned exhibition on Time 

Travel in 2017 and potential book festival/public 

event showcasing IAS Time publications.

Video and installation ‘Desert Island’ by artist Toby 

Phips Lloyd. Art book combining the photographs with 

commissioned pieces of writing.

Time & Heritage
International conference and public lecture series. 

Forthcoming publication by Dr Andreas Pantazatos         

‘The Normative Foundations of Stewardship’ in Schofi eld, 

J Loring, S. (eds.) Heritage Ethics. Springer. 

Time as Misty Window
Shared knowledge of similar types of research being 

undertaken across Durham University to consider and 

explore further interdisciplinary projects.
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Engaging Public Audiences

The IAS continues to make research accessible to public 

audiences. For example, the Institute’s About Time series 

offered lectures by some very high profi le researchers. 

The series featured contributions from anthropologists, 

physicists, historians and political scientists including 

Professor Chris Gosden, Professor Kim Hutchings and 

Professor Sir Arnold Wolfendale (FRS). 

The IAS’s collaboration with the Durham Forum for 

Health, and the Wolfson Research Institute for Health and 

Wellbeing, entered its third year. Co-convening Hidden 
Infl uences on Health & Wellbeing through Life Course brought 

Professor Caroline Relton (Newcastle University), and 

Durham’s Professor Joe Elliott and Professor Douglas Davies 

together to discuss the emerging fi eld of cross-generational 

epi-genetics, the socio-cultural forces upon children’s 

development & behaviour and mortality.

The Institute’s annual London event continues to 

communicate the IAS’s work to its friends and alumni 

networks. Timed Out: evolving to extinction, hosted at the 

home of Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and 

Wales (ICAEW), brought together a diverse panel of thinkers 

to discuss the intellectual, practical and ethical issues 

posed by humankind’s effects on evolutionary time. The 

event featured former IAS Fellow Jonathon Porritt, as well as 

Professor Dame Gillian Beer, Professor Simon Conway Morris, 
Caspar Henderson and Professor Paul Wignall, an audience

of over 225 enjoyed a wonderfully stimulating and thought-

provoking evening. The event – and the key issues it raised 

– were also highlighted on Radio 4’s Today programme, thus 

reaching a wider public audience of several million people. 

In conjunction with Projects Galore, the IAS along with 

Durham colleagues from Archaeology (Dr Andrew Millard)   

and Theology (Dr Lutz Doering) supported Café Culture and 

Time for Tea? Organisers of Café Culture worked with artists 

and others academics to lead discussions linked to Time. 

Aimed to go beyond a rigid question-and-answer format, 

the series encouraged dialogue with the panel of Professor 

Raymond Tallis, Professor Douglas Davies and acclaimed artist 

Professor Lubaina Himid.

Time for Tea? was a ‘pop-up’ tea party - aimed at generating an 

opportunity for strangers to enter into conversations about Time 

in a public space – namely the Gala Theatre in Durham. The 

project entailed a collaboration between Durham University’s 

Department of Theology and the regional TIN Arts and Projects 

Galore organisations. With the support of four artist animateurs, 

an artist maître and two tea servers, a series of questions was 

created to engage the public while sipping tea.

In 2012-13 the IAS further extended its involvement with the 

local community through the Durham Book Festival. Durham 

Town Hall provided an ideal venue and opportunity for members 

of the public to take part in Meet the Fellows. This was aimed 

at discovering what the theme of Time  meant to the visiting 

Fellowship, as well as affording members of the public the 

opportunity to pose questions and join in the the discussion. 

The second collaborative event with the Festival, Meet the 
Authors, provided insights into how academics approach the 

process of writing up and publishing their research.



Other Events

Designed to assist cross-disciplinary communication 

and support collaborative interdisciplinary research, two 

workshops were organised by the IAS this year. Devised 

by IAS Executive Director, Veronica Strang, in collaboration 

with Dr Sandra Bell in Anthropology, the workshop involved 

IAS Fellows, collaborators and Durham researchers. 

Navigating Interdisciplinarity focuses upon the challenges 

and opportunities offered by interdisciplinary research. The 

workshop refl ected upon different conceptual approaches 

and models; different languages; different kinds of data and 

forms of analysis, and different kinds of outputs across the 

disciplinary spectrum. Through the use of anthropology’s 

expertise in cultural translation, the workshop considers 

how interdisciplinary collaboration can be fostered effectively. 

Following on from Navigating Interdisciplinarity, with a 

view to encouraging scholars to engage with each others’ 

disciplinary terminologies and concepts, the IAS introduced 

Durham Bluff, a lighthearted game based on Call My Bluff. 
Pitching an IAS Fellows team against a ‘home’ team, the 

game produced lively exchanges of lies and truths.

As well as leading several research impact conversations 

around the University’s Impact agenda, the IAS also 

provided sponsorship to other activities outside the 

annual theme, including Environmental Philosophy and 
the Meanings of Nature, a workshop organised by the 

Department of Philosophy, to identify and consider 

the philosophical issues concerning the historical, 

mythic, religious, political meanings of ‘natural’ and 

‘partly natural’ environments. Another, Race, Affect and 
Alterity: Rethinking Climate Change-Induced Migration and 
Displacement, provoked lively discussion and debate 

about climate change and migration broadly defi ned 

into dialogue with contemporary critical race theory and 

postcolonial theory. 
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Homeric Epic and the Treatment of Post-traumatic Stress Disorders
in discussion with Dr Jonathan Shay (www.dur.ac.uk/ias/recordings/)





People
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Between October 2012 and March 2013 eighteen 

Fellows from the UK, US, Canada, Europe, China and 

Israel spent three months at the Institute of Advanced 

Study. During their stay in Durham they pursued 

programmes of research, writing, and creative work 

relating to and enriched by the Time theme. They 

presented seminars and lectures to groups within 

Durham University and to the general public, and forged 

on-going collaborations and partnerships with Durham 

academics and research teams.

Fellows’ feedback on their stay in Durham was 

exceptionally positive and many have returned to 

Durham or plan to do so in the future and to continue 

the collaborations that started or were strengthened 

during the Fellowship.

People

During 2012-13 the IAS hosted

18 distinguished scholars from
16 universities and research institutes 
and organisations in 
7 countries

People
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Alia Al-Saji 
Jonathan Ben-Dov
Sinkwan Cheng

Professor Alia Al-Saji 
McGill University, Canada
St Cuthbert’s Society 

Alia Al-Saji’s philosophical research brings together and 

critically engages 20th century phenomenology and French 

philosophy and contemporary critical race and feminist 

theories.  Her research explores questions of embodiment, 

memory and intersubjectivity. Her Fellowship allowed her 

to focus on her manuscript entitled Bodies and Memories: 
Bergson, Merleau-Ponty, and the time of difference. 
Importantly her Fellowship afforded the opportunity for her to 

contemplate time within a wider interdisciplinary context.

Dr Jonathan Ben-Dov
University of Haifa, Israel 
St John’s College 

Jonathan Ben-Dov is an expert on time reckoning and 

astronomy in the Ancient World including the cuneiform 

culture, Ancient Judaism, and the Hellenistic culture. He has 

special interest in expressions of scientifi c ideas - astronomy, 

astrology and cosmology - in the Jewish apocalyptic tradition 

and in the Dead Sea Scrolls. With Durham’s Dr Lutz Doering 

he was involved with an international conference, “The 

Construction of Time in Antiquity”, as well as writing several 

papers. His Fellowship also allowed him to explore ‘What 

makes a Year Complete’.

Professor Sinkwan Cheng
Chinese University of Hong Kong, China
Hatfi eld College

Professor Sinkwan Cheng used her Fellowship to examine 

how time consciousness gave the Chinese a new concept of 

the future and laid the path for China’s modernisation, and 

temporalization of the Chinese language.

‘At the IAS I had the privilege of associating 
with an extraordinary group of scholars, 
as well as benefi tting from a wise and 
experienced team of IAS directors.’
Jonathan Ben-Dov

‘The IAS Fellowship has allowed me to 
place my thinking on time within a wider 
interdisciplinary context. In particular, it 
has permitted me to weave connections with 
other disciplines.’
Alia Al-Saji 



Professor Bradley Epps
Harvard University, USA
St Mary’s College

Bradley Epps is a renowned scholar with over a hundred 

articles and chapters on modernity, Catalan literature and 

fi lm, art, architecture, urban theory, queer theory, and 

immigration. During his Fellowship he delivered several 

talks in Durham ranging from refl ections on apocalypse in 

Spanish and Catalan cinema under Franco, to a study of 

time, vampirism, and inter-medial relations by Iván Zulueta. 

He also completed several papers and continued to work on 

two book-length projects, a cultural history of Barcelona and 

Cinema, and another on the ethics of promiscuity. 

Professor Péter Érdi 
Kalamazoo College, USA
Grey College

Péter Érdi pursued his research interests including an 

analysis of patent citation networks, the focus of his 

most recent research. His interaction with IAS’s cohort of 

Fellows allowed him to develop a deeper interdisciplinary 

understanding of the concept of time. 

Professor Robert Hannah
University of Otago, New Zealand 
St Mary’s College

Classicist Robert Hannah’s 3-month stay in Durham provided 

time and space to test ideas about notions of the afterlife 

in antiquity. He considered the relationship between time, 

eternity and the afterlife in antiquity and the early Middle 

Ages. He also pursued a further project ‘Myth, Cult and 

Cosmos: astronomy in ancient Greek religion’.

Professor Robert Levine
University of Victoria, British Columbia, Canada
Collingwood College

Robert Levine has been studying ‘time’ as a social 

psychologist for nearly thirty years, combining empirical 

studies, theoretical writings, books and articles for both 

academic and popular readers. He focused on several Time 

related projects including a chapter on the social psychology 

of time for an on-line psychology textbook.

‘The Institute provides an extraordinary 
academic environment in which to work 
and learn from others.’
Robert Hannah

‘My time at Durham was not merely of 
great intellectual benefi t to my research 
and writing, but also of great personal and 
professional signifi cance.’
Bradley Epps

Bradley Epps
Péter Érdi
Robert Hannah
Robert Levine

People



Dr Mary Manjikian 
Regent University, USA
Ustinov College

Mary Manjikian was the fi rst Fulbright Scholar to join the 

IAS Fellowship. Her research deals with the politics and the 

discourse of disaster, crisis, risk and threat. Her Fellowship 

supported her project ‘Emergency Time’, an analysis of the 

discourse of the plague, using historic documents at the 

University and elsewhere in the UK.

Professor David Martin-Jones
University of St Andrews, UK
Van Mildert College

David Martin-Jones’ research engages with fi lm and culture, 

exploring a broad range of cinemas from around the world. 

His work interrogates the intersections between cinema and 

philosophical issues, including time. The primary focus of 

his work at the IAS was a project exploring the cinematic 

temporalities of the world.

Professor Robert de Mello Koch
University of the Witwatersrand, South Africa
Collingwood College

Physicist Robert de Mello Koch’s research concerns 

quantum fi eld theories, string theory and gauge theory / 

gravity dualities. This research is concerned with deepening 

understandings of space-time and time. One particular 

project conceived during his Fellowship is an attempt to 

rewrite the four-dimensional physics of super Yang-Mills 

theory as a topolical quantum fi eld theory in two dimensions.  

‘I very much enjoyed my time at the IAS.       
It was a wonderful privilege, and a fantastic 
opportunity.’
David Martin-Jones

‘I have benefi tted from the insights of other 
Fellows, particularly in the social sciences, as we 
grappled with questions regarding the ‘politics’ of 
time, and the notion of time as a construct subject 
to the imposition of practices like labelling and 
the formation of knowledge regimes.’
Mary Manjikian 

Mary Manjikian 
David Martin-Jones
Robert de Mello Koch
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Professor Jerry Moore
California State University, Domingo Hills, USA
Trevelyan College

An IAS Fellowship allowed Jerry Moore sustained time to 

explore the different domains of his research project, to 

explore how archaeologists think about time in prehistoric 

South America from three different perspectives. His 

research examines native temporalities and their potential 

relevance for archaeological research and reconstructions.

Dr Caitríona Ní Dhúill
Durham University, UK

Caitríona Ní Dhúill’s research brings together the collective 

fantasy of utopia into dialogue with the singular reality of 

biography, and suggests that these two categories are not 

as far apart from each other as they might seem. Her highly 

productive Fellowship saw the completion of a monograph on 

the theories of biography among other writing, and she was 

instrumental in the IAS series, Forms of Time.

Dr Simon Prosser
University of St Andrews, UK
St Mary’s College

Philosopher Simon Prosser is interested in the philosophy 

of mind and metaphysics. One major research interest 

concerns the nature of conscious experience and the 

relation between the subjective character of experience and 

its representational content. His particular interest during 

his Fellowship lay in the nature of experiences of time. He 

focused on issues concerning the experience of time and 

change, and the passage of time, and in particular the 

‘specious present’. His three-months in Durham enabled the 

formation of a book Experiencing Time.

Chris Watson

Chris Watson is a leading sound artist and recorder of wildlife 

and natural phenomena. He collaborated with the IAS and 

Durham colleagues during his Fellowship on In St Cuthbert’s 
Time - The Sounds of Lindisfarne and the Gospels a sound 

installation that the Lindisfarne Gospels were being written 

and illustrated.

‘The range and depth of knowledge shared 
in such enjoyable and generous company 
has been an inspiring stimulus to my current 
time based work and creative practice.’
Chris Watson

‘This has been an extremely positive 
experience. Although I have held similar 
Fellowships at other institutions, this is the 
fi rst time I have seen an institute with a 
serious and effective commitment to inter-
disciplinary intellectual exchange.’
Jerry Moore

Jerry Moore
Caitríona Ní Dhúill
Simon Prosser
Chris Watson

People



Dr Wilf Wilde
University College

Economist Dr Wilf Wilde considered the Arab Spring and 

its impact on UK Energy policy during his Fellowship at the 

IAS. His project entailed a two part analysis. First, on the 

Arab Spring itself and its impact on the global energy market 

and secondly a historical review of UK energy policy and the 

potential impact of geo-political changes on future policy. 

Professor Udo Will
Ohio State University, USA
University College

Cognitive Ethnomusicologist Udo Will works on time 

perception. His research investigates whether musical time 

perception can be understood as being based on multiple 

mechanisms, and whether these are intrinsic or dedicated 

mechanisms. It specifi cally considers the relationship between 

sensory memory, psychological present, and working memory. 

With faculty members of the Durham Music Department, he 

worked on a position paper and developed a collaborative 

proposal for further analytical and experimental work in 

musical time production and perception.

Professor Andy Wood 
University of East Anglia, UK 
University College

Social historian Andy Wood’s Fellowship enabled him to 

complete his fourth book, The Memory of the People: custom 
and popular senses of the past in early modern England. It 

also allowed him to consider more clearly the role of evidence 

in historical argument and to refl ect upon his approach to 

interdisciplinarity. 

‘Working with a diverse range of Fellows made 
me think not just about the IAS theme in ways 
that were very productive, but also provided 
me with the mental space to do some hard 
thinking about what universities are for, and 
about the place of research and intellectual 
exchange within the ideal university.’
Andy Wood 

‘I was very pleased with the excellent conditions 
the IAS offered for this fellowship programme, 
with the organisation of the programme and 
the efforts made by the Institute to connect the 
Fellowship not only with the university (beyond 
departmental boundaries) but also to link it with 
the wider audience of the locality.’
Udo Will

Wilf Wilde 
Udo Will
Andy Wood 
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Professor Alison Wylie 
University of Washington, USA 
Trevelyan College

Alison Wylie’s work ranges widely across philosophical 

issues raised by archaeological practice, and her research 

is primarily focused in social epistemology and standpoint 

theory. Her Fellowship allowed her to interact with colleagues 

within the newly created and unique Centre for the Ethics 

of Cultural Heritage, and to complete a manuscript on the 

epistemic advantages of collaborative practice in archaeology. 

She was also able to begin preliminary work on a co-edited 

volume, and further developed two new manuscripts. 

Professor Liping Zhou
Peking University, China
Hatfi eld College

Liping Zhou is a specialist in geochronology. His extensive 

research on the chronology and palaeoenvironmental 

implications of loess records in Eurasia and work on 

chronology of palaeoanthropological and Palaeolithic 

archaeology sites in northern China provided fertile ground 

for collaboration with Durham’s department of Archaeology as 

well as with colleagues with an interest in paleoceanography 

and geochemistry.  

 ‘My experience could not have been better! 
Of the fi ve or six major visitorships I’ve held 
since the 1990s, this has been by far the best 
supported and the most productive.’
Alison Wylie

Alison Wylie
Liping Zhou 

People
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Affi liates

Professor Lewis Ayres
Theology and Religion

The focus of Professor Lewis Ayres’ Christopherson Knott 

Fellowship was his project The Rise of Christian Exegetical 
Culture AD 150-250. The three-month period allowed him to 

rethink and recast the project. His monograph will take as 

one of its foci the idea that the development of a particular 

exegetical culture (one adapted from earlier Greek models) 

was one of the main ways in which Christianity was 

‘Hellenized’. His Fellowship also enabled him to develop a 

grant proposal for submission to the AHRC.

Professor Pamela Clemit
English Studies

Pamela Clemit’s research interests are in the political 

prose of the 1790s, the Godwin/Shelley circle, and 

letters and journals. The Letters of William Godwin, a 

scholarly edition, is being published in six volumes under 

Professor Clemit’s general editorship by Oxford University 

Press. The project for which her Christopherson/Knott 

Fellowship was awarded was to assist the completion of 

Volume II: 1798-1805 for late 2014 publication. 

Dr Nayanika Mookherjee
Anthropology

Nayanika Mookherjee specialises in anthropology of 

violence, memory and state; aesthetics; political kinship; 

South Asia; and ethics. During her Christopherson/

Knott Fellowship she pursued a project on transnational 

adoption entitled ‘Boundaries of Blood’.

During her tenure she engaged with many of the IAS 

Fellows, particularly those working on fi lm and the 

nation, including Dr David Martin-Jones. Her outputs 

during this period included a literature review and book 

chapter ‘Forced Pregnancy: Access to Reproductive 

Rights and its Bio-Political Modalities’ in Veena Das and 

Clara Han (eds). An Anthropology of Living and Dying in the 
Contemporary World and an article submitted to American 
Ethnologist. Her application to the British Academy for a 

mid-career Fellowship was also successful.

The IAS administers the award of three annual Sir Derman 

Christopherson/Sir James Knott Foundation Fellowships on behalf 

of the University’s Research Committee. These provide Durham 

University researchers with a term’s leave from teaching. 
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Activities

Every year, IAS support enables Durham academics to 

engage in conversations and collaborative activities with 

Fellows, international colleagues and policy makers. 

Most importantly, these activities catalyse new ways 

of thinking. They lead research and policy initiatives 

in new directions, produce major publications, assist 

scholars in gaining grants, and bring Durham’s research 

to a range of national and international audiences.

Activities

In 2012-13 these included 2 
conferences, 4 seminar series with over 
40 seminars and 3 workshops and 42 
public lectures attended by hundreds of 
academic participants and members of 
the public. Dissemination of research via 
popular media (such as Prospect Magazine, 
the Today programme), also ensured 
that Durham research reached a wider 
audience.
 

The IAS sponsors multiple activities 
to support interdisciplinary research 
initiatives.



Creation of Time. Workshop organised by Dr Giles Gasper 

(History)

Culture, Imagination and Memory: medieval narratives of time. 
Seminar series organised by Dr Giles Gasper (History)

COST Action - Climate change and migration. Workshop

organised by Dr Andrew Baldwin (Geography)

Botanical. Joint event with the Durham Book Festival and

poet Linda France

Experiencing Time. Two workshops organised by Dr Angela 

Woods (Medicine, Pharmacy and Health) and Dr Felicity 

Callard (Geography)

Forms of Time. Series of research conversations organised

by Dr Stefano Cracolici and Dr Caitríona Ní Dhúill 

(Modern Languages and Cultures)

Durham Bluff. Organised by the IAS

Narrating Time. Seminar series convened and organised by 

Professor Simon J James (English Studies)

Navigating Interdisciplinarity. Two workshops convened by 

the IAS and Dr Sandra Bell (Anthropology)

Time as a Misty Window. Seminar series organised by Dr 

Andrew Millard (Anthropology) and Dr Magnus Bordewich 

(Engineering and Computing Sciences)

Timed out: evolving to extinction. Annual London panel 

discussion with Jonathon Porritt, Professor Dame Gillian 

Beer, Casper Henderson, Professor Simon Conway Morris 

and Professor Paul Wignall and Professor Veronica Strang

Time to Think: meet the fellows. Joint event with the   

Durham Book Festival and IAS Fellows 

Writing in the Academy: meet the Authors. Series of three 

book readings with Revd Dr Theresa Threlfall-Holmes, 

Professor Joe Elliott, Professor Simon J James, Dr Nadja 

Reissland, Professor Gary Craig, Dr Erika Rackley, Profes-

sor Maggie O’Neill, Professor Richard Hingley, Professor 

Andrea Noble, Professor Douglas Davies, Dr Amanda 

Ellison, and Professor Linda McKie

Workshops, Seminars and Conferences
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‘Good while It Lasted’: time in lyric poetry from Shelley to 
Mahon, by Professor Michael O’Neill (Durham University)

A Geography of Time, by Professor Robert Levine 

(California State University, Fresno)

Academic Publishing in the 21st Century: opportunities     
and challenges in the humanities and social sciences,         
by Josie Dixon

Aeolian Dust Records in Asia as an Archive of Long-Term 
Climate Change, by Professor Liping Zhou (Peking 

University)

Bygone Temporalities and the Borderlines between Art, 
Literature and Religion in Early 20th Century Brazil, by 

Professor André Tavares (Federal University of São Paulo)

Calendar and Feasts in Orthodox Christianity, by Professor 

Andrew Louth (Durham University and the Free University)

Calendar and Time in East Asia: the Chinese calendar in 
Japan, by Dr Gerhard Leinss (University of Cambridge)

CART in Durham – yesterday, today & tomorrow,  
by Professor Lubaina Himid (University of Central 

Lancashire)

Constructing Time: the ancient near eastern legacy,   
by Dr Jonathan Ben-Dov (University of Haifa)

Constructing Time in South American Prehistory, by 

Professor Jerry Moore (California State University, 

Dominguez Hills)

Cosmopolitan Times, by Professor Kim Hutchings   

(London School of Economics)

Does Time Really Pass, by Dr Simon Prosser   

(University of St Andrews)

Emergency Time, Crisis and the Role of the State: refl ections 
on the past, present and the future, by Dr Mary Manjikian 

(Regent University)

From Here to the Hereafter: genesis and apogenesis in 
Roman art and architecture, by Professor Robert Hannah 

(University of Otago)

From Passover to Easter: Jewish and Christian    
calendars in the making, by Professor Sacha Stern   

(University College London)

Activities

Public Lectures and Debates



Hidden Infl uences on Health & Wellbeing through Life 
Course, by Professor Caroline Relton (Newcastle 

University), Professor Joe Elliott and Professor Douglas 

Davies (Durham University)

Homeric Epic and the Treatment of Post-Traumatic Stress 
Disorder, by Dr Jonathan Shay

Imagining Ourselves Dead, by Professor Douglas Davies 

(Durham University)

Islamic Journeys: contested pilgrimage in contemporary 
Islam, by Professor Madawi al-Rasheed (King’s College, 

London)

Keeping Time at Bay: old age, medicine, and money in 
early modern England, by Professor Lynn Bothelo (Indiana 

University of Pennsylvania)  

Looking into the Past - Predicting the Future, by Professor 

Péter Érdi (Kalamazoo College)

Mastering Time and Space around 1800: Humboldt’s 
‘Cosmos’ and contemporary refl ections on Caspar David 
Friedrich’s ‘The Monk by the Sea’, by Dr Claudia Nitsche 

(Durham University)

Navigation, Astronomy and Time-Keeping,  by Professor Sir 

Arnold Wolfendale, FRS (Durham University)

No Man is a Hero to his Valet. The itinerary of a 
metabiographical motif, by Dr Caitríona Ni Dhúill   

(Durham University) 

Popular Concepts of Time and Place in Tudor and Stuart 
England, by Professor Andy Wood (University of East 

Anglia) 

Pubs, Clubs and the Sex Pistols: exploring the right to 
heritage, by Dr John Schofi eld (University of York) 

Putting Time in its Place: multiple times, multiple spaces, 
and complicating space times, by Professor Mike Crang 

(Durham University)

Rhythm, Time Experience and the Body: re-thinking musical 
time, by Professor Udo Will (Ohio State University)

Spacetime from Quantum Mechanics, by Professor Robert 

de Mello Koch (University of Witwatersrand)

Standpoint Matters: transformative criticism in archaeology, 
by Professor Alison Wylie (University of Washington) 
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Stateless Universality: Barcelona and the International 
expositions of 1888 and 1929, by Professor Bradley Epps 

(Harvard University)

Temporality, Territoriality, and Language: Barcelona and 
cinema, by Professor Bradley S Epps (Harvard University)

Temporalization of Languages in Modernity and 
Transformations in Western Understanding of Politics, by 

Professor Sinkwan Cheng (Chinese University of Hong Kong)

The Cinematic Temporalities of Modernity: Gilles Deleuze 
encounters world cinemas, by Dr David Martin-Jones 

(University of St Andrews)

The Origins of Christmas, by Professor Martin Wallraff 

(University of Basle) 

The Power of Hesitation: Bergson, Merleau-Ponty, and seeing 
differently, by Professor Alia Al-Saji (McGill University)

The Roman Calendar: west and east, by Professor Robert 

Hannah (University of Otago)

The Wrong Kind of Time, by Alex Nelson

Time and Nationhood: beyond the invention of tradition 
and imagined, by Professor Chris Gosden (University of 

Oxford)

Time and the Man: authorship in the high middle ages,       
by Dr Greti Dinkova-Bruun (Pontifi cal Institute of 

Mediaeval Studies)

Time, Language and Prophecy in the Dead Sea Scrolls,       
by Dr Jonathan Ben-Dov (University of Haifa)

Time, Tidalectics, and the Socio-Ecological Totality,            
by Dr Michael Niblett, (Yesu Persaud Centre for 

Caribbean Studies, University of Warwick)

Waves and Walls: how Bede imagined calendars and time, 
by Professor Faith Wallis (McGill University)

What time was it? A closer look at time-telling conventions 
from antiquity to the 21st century, by Dr Kristen Lippincott

Activities
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Postgraduate Activities

One of the aims of the IAS is to engage the research 

postgraduate community with its programme of 

events and its Fellows, and to provide them with the 

opportunities to explore the benefi ts and challenges of 

interdisciplinary research. 

Postgraduate researchers are able to attend research 

seminars in the IAS, or joint IAS-Ustinov seminars hosted 

by the University’s dedicated postgraduate college. The 

Ustinov Seminar series is convened by the postgraduate 

community and provides an interdisciplinary forum 

for them across the University, allowing postgraduate 

students from the three faculties to present their work 

alongside the cutting-edge research of IAS Fellows. This 

year, for example, postgraduate seminars were joined by 

Professor Alison Wylie, Professor Udo Will and Cofund 

Fellow, Professor George McBane.

Through IAS funding, early-career researchers also have 

the opportunity to organise and host conferences and 

workshops. The IAS supported eight such events during 

2012-13 including:

Memory and Time, an interdisciplinary project designed 

to showcase new research into questions of memory and 

time across a wide range of disciplines; 

The Apocalypse of John: precedents and antecedents, a  

one-day workshop investigating the origins and infl uence 

of the Apocalypse of John; 

Efface the Traces: modernism and infl uence, a three-day 

conference which brought together a range of researchers 

across disciplinary boundaries and cultural backgrounds to 

contribute in a discursive dialogue on literary Modernism; 

Forms of Innovation, a workshop which addressed the 

issues raised by approaches to creativity and information 

dissemination in the age of digital reproduction;  

Rebuilding Destroyed Imaginaries, a conference which 

involved a range of scholars and activists working on 

topics relating to the experience of violence in Latin 

America, enabling cross-disciplinary dialogue and 

exchanges and the creation of networks for future 

collaboration; 

Literary Form and Visual Culture, a conference which 

united early career researchers to discover the different 

ways in which form impacts on the reception of a 

message and the ways in which form has been used in 

different cultures and contexts; 

Hildegard of Bingen: a woman for our time? A study day that 

introduced the life and works of the twelfth century German 

visionary Hildegard of Bingen to a wider diverse audience; 

Integrating Research Across Disciplines, a short series of 

workshops which brought convergent researchers from the 

fi elds of philosophy, psychology and neuroscience to bear 

on questions which are central to all three discipline. 

During 2012-13 the Institute also repeated its highly 

successful publishing lecture and workshop, bringing the 

latest changes and developments in academic publishing 

to the postgraduate audience and equipping them with the 

tools to make the transition from research to publication.

Researchers of Tomorrow



Kaleidoscope

The board of the IAS postgraduate journal, Kaleidoscope, 
under the guidance of Editor-in-Chief, Valentina Erastova, 

delivered issue 5.2 during the academic year refl ecting 

upon the previous IAS themes of Futures and Futures II. 
These themes elicited submissions of excellent quality, 

giving a wonderful insight into the high quality academic 

research being conducted by postgraduates. 

The interdisciplinary focus of Kaleidoscope means 

that the journal presents a cross-section of research. 

The peer-review process provides detailed feedback to 

postgraduates from other postgraduates, and enables 

early-career researchers to see how their work interacts 

with research being conducted by their peers.

The relationship with Glyphi, Kaleidoscope’s academic 

publisher, came to an end at the close of the academic 

year, as the journal progressed to an open access 

platform. The guidance and support shown by Glyphi 

has been much valued over the years by successive 

Kaleidoscope editorial boards. 

Activities
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This section includes the publications that emerged 

from IAS organised activities, IAS Fellows and 

postgraduate researchers during 2012-13. As well as 

covering the theme of Time, publications during 2012-

2013 also emerged from previous IAS themes.

Outputs 2012-2013

Authored books
Edited volumes
Special issues of journals
Journal articles
Art works, performances and compositions
Reports for research users
Advisory documents for policy makers
Online resources
Funding proposals

The interdisciplinary research 
supported by the IAS leads directly to 

Outputs



Acampora Davis, C. (2013) Contesting Nietzsche. 

London: The University of Chicago Press Ltd.   

Archibald, E. (2013) ‘Malory and Late Medieval Arthurian 

Cycles’ in Brewer, C., Windeatt, B (eds) Traditions and 
Innovations in the Study of Medieval English Literature 
The Infl uence of Derek Brewer. Boydell and Brewer, pp. 

173 – 187.

Callard, F., Smallwood, J., Golchert, J., Daniel, S., 

Margulies, DS (2013) ‘The Era of the Wandering 

Mind? Twenty-fi rst century research on self-generated 

mental activity’, Frontiers in Psychology, doi: 10.3389/

fpsyg.2013.00891.

Caputa, P, Diaz, P., de Mello Koch, P (2013) ‘Operators, 

Correlators and Free Fermions for SO(N) and Sp(N)’,  

Journal of High Energy Physics, 6(18).

Caputa, P, Diaz, P., de Mello Koch, P (2013) ‘A basis 

for large operators in N=4 SYM with orthogonal gauge 

group’, Journal of High Energy Physics, 3(41).

Cecchi, VM., Grady, M., Pratesi, G. (2013) The Atlas of 
Meteorites. London: Cambridge University Press.

Clegg, SR. (2012) ‘The End of Bureaucracy’ in 

Diefenbach, T., Todnem, R. (eds) Research in the 
Sociology of Organizations. Emerald Group Publishing 

Limited, pp. 59-84.

Clegg, SR., Haugaard, M. (2012) Power and 
Organizations. London: Sage Publications Ltd. 

Clegg, SR., Haugaard, M. (2012) Power and Politics. 
London: Sage Publications Ltd.

Crumey, A. (2013) The Secret Knowledge. Cambridge: 

Dedalus Ltd.

Boerma, K., Clegg, SR., Johnston, J. (2012) 

‘Legitimate Sovereignty and Contested Authority in 

Public Management Organization and Disorganization; 

Barangaroo and the Grand Strategic Vision for Sydney 

as a Globalizing City’, Journal of Change Management, 
12(3), pp. 279-299.

Epps, B (2013) ‘The Entanglement of Meaning: illness, 

literary history, and morality in four Catalan novels’, 

Tesserae: Journal of Iberian and Latin American Studies, 
18(2), pp. 101-127.

Epstein, M. (2012) The Transformative Humanities:        
a manifesto. London: Bloomsbury.
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Authored books, Collections   
and Articles
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University Press



Green, S (2013) ‘Achievement and Private Equity in 

the UK: a game of abstraction, sociality and making 

money’ in Long, N and Moore, H. (eds) The Social Life of 
Achievement. Oxford: Berghahn Books, pp. 139-157.

Green, S. (2013) ‘Money Frontiers: the relative location 

of euros, Turkish lira and gold sovereigns in the Aegean’ 

in Harvey, P., Conlin Casella, E., Evans, G., Knox,          

H., McLean, C., Silva, EB., Thoburn, N., Woodward,       

K. (eds) Objects and Materials: a Routledge companion. 
Abingdon: Routledge, pp. 302-311.

Hannah, R. (2013) ‘Time in Written Spaces’ in Sears, 

G., Keegan, P., Laurence, R (eds) Written Space in the 
Latin West, 200 BC to AD 300. London: Bloomsbury, pp. 

83-104.

Helmreich, S (2013) ‘Underwater Music: tuning 

composition to the sounds of science’ in Pinch, T., 

Bijsterveld, K. (eds) Karin Bijsterveld (Editor) The Oxford 
Handbook of Sound Studies. Oxford: Oxford University 

Press, pp. 151-175.

Hornstein, G.A. (2013) Review of the Madness of Women 

by Jane Ussher. Feminist Theory, 14(2), pp. 237-238.

Jamie, K. (2013) Frissure: prose, poems and artworks. 
Edinburgh: Birlinn.

John T., Kiss T., Lever C., Érdi P (2014) ‘Anxiolytic 

Drugs and Altered Hippocampal Theta Rhythms: the 

quantitative systems pharmacological approach’, 

Network: Computation in Neural Systems, 25(1-2), pp. 

20-37.

Kruks, S. (2012) Simone de Beauvoir and the Politics of 
Ambiguity. New York and Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Larson, G., Stephens, PA., Jamshid J., Tehrani, JJ., 

Layton, RH (2013) ‘Exapating Exaptation’, Trends in 
Ecology and Evolution, 28(9), pp. 497- 498.

Lloyd, TP. (2013) Desert Island. Durham: Institute of 

Advanced Study.

Martin-Jones, D., Montanez, M.S (2013) ‘Afterthoughts 

on auto-erasure’, Cinema Journal, 53 (1), pp. 26- 51.

Martin-Jones, D (2013) ‘Archival Landscapes and a Non-

Anthropocentric ‘Universe Memory’ in Nostalgia de la luz/

Nostalgia for the Light (2010)’, Third Text, 27(6), pp. 

707-722.

Martin-Jones, D., Montanez, M.S (2013) ‘Personal 

Museums of Memory: the recovery of lost (national) 

histories in the Uruguayan Documentaries Al pie del árbol 

blanco and El círculo’, Latin American Perspectives, 40 

(1). pp. 73-87.
Outputs



Mendieta, E (2012) ‘Spiritual Politics and Post-

secular Authenticity: Foucault and Habermas on post-

metaphysical religion’, in Gorski, P., Kim, D., Torpe, 

J. (eds) The Post-Secular in Question: religion in 
contemporary society. New York: NYU Press.

O’Neill, MSC, Sandy, M, Wootton, S (2012) Venice and 
the Cultural Imagination - ‘This Strange Dream upon the 
Water’. London: Pickering and Chatton.

Ophir, A. (2013) Divine Violence: two essays on God and 
disaster. Van Leer Jerusalem Institute.

Robertson, R (2012) ‘Early Global Studies’ in 

Juergensmeyer, M (ed) Encyclopedia of Global Studies. 
London: Sage Publications Ltd.

Robinson P.A, Macnaghten, P., Banks, S., Bickersteth, 

J., Kennedy, A., Richardson, Y., Shaw, S., Sylvestre, I 

(2013) ‘Responsible Scientists and a Citizens’ Panel: new 

storylines for creative engagement between science and 

the public’, The Geographical Journal, 180(1), pp. 82-88

Romme, M., Morris, M. (2013) ‘The Recovery Process 

with Hearing Voices: accepting as well as exploring their 

emotional background through a supported process’, 

Psychosis, 5(3), pp. 259-269.

Saldanha, A., Adams, JM (2013) ‘Bastard and Mixed-

blood are the True Names of Race: an introduction’, in 

Saldanha, A. & Adams, J. M. (eds.).Deleuze and race. 
Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, pp, 6-34. 

Sievert, LL (2013) ‘Subjective and Objective Measures of 

Hot Flashes’, American Journal of Human Biology, 25(5), 

pp. 573-580.

Terry, J. (2013) ‘Shuttles in the Rocking Loom’ Mapping 
the Black Diaspora in African American and Caribbean 
Fiction. Liverpool: Liverpool University Press.

Waddingham, R., Escher, S., Dodgson, G (2013)     

‘Inner Speech and Narrative Development in Children 

and Young People who Hear Voices; three perspectives 

on a developmental phenomenon’, Psychosis, 5(3),              

pp 226-235.

Wood, A. (2013) Memory of the People: custom and 
popular senses of the past in early Modern England. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Woods, A., Romme, M., McCarthy-Jones, S., Escher, S., 

Dillon, J (2013) ‘Voices in a Positive Light’, Psychosis, 
5(3), pp 213-215.
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The Cinematic Temporalities of Modernity: Deleuze,       
Quijano and ‘How Tasty was my Little Frenchman’
by Dr David Martin-Jones

Time Use, Happiness and Implications for Social Policy:      
A report to the United Nations
by Professor Robert Levine

Popular Senses of Time and Place                                         
in Tudor and Stuart England
by Professor Andy Wood

From Here to the Hereafter: genesis and apogenesis in 
ancient philosophy and architecture
by Professor Robert Hannah

Is there a ‘Specious Present?
by Dr Simon Prosser 

To Late: racialized time and the closure of the past
by Professor Alia Al-Saji

Insights

Outputs

The Insights journal can be accessed freely online at: 
www.durham.ac.uk/ias/Insights



The Power of Hesitation: Bergson, Merleau-Ponty, and 
seeing differently with Professor Alia Al-Saji 

Time, Language and Prophecy in the Dead Sea Scrolls with 
Dr Jonathan Ben-Dov 

Keeping Time at Bay: old age, medicine and money in early 
modern England with Professor Lynn Bothelo 

Looking into the Past - Predicting the Future                    
with Professor Péter Érdi 

From Here to the Hereafter: genesis and apogenesis in 
Roman art and architecture with Professor Robert Hannah 

Cosmopolitan Times with Professor Kimberly Hutchings 

A Geography of Time with Professor Robert Levine 

What Time was It? A closer look at time-telling conventions 
from antiquity to the 21st century with Dr Kristen Lippincott 

Emergency Time, Crisis and the Role of the State: refl ections 
on the past, present and the future with Dr Mary Manjikian  
     

Spacetime from Quantum Mechanics                             
with Professor Robert de Mello Koch 

Constructing Time in South American Prehistory                 
with Professor Jerry Moore 

The Wrong Kind of Time with Mr Alex Nelson 

Does Time Really Pass? with Dr Simon Prosser 

Rhythm, Time Experience and the Body: rethinking musical 
time with Professor Udo Will 

Navigation, Astronomy and Time-Keeping with Professor    
Sir Arnold Wolfendale (FRS) 

Popular Concepts of Time and Place in Tudor and Stuart 
England with Professor Andy Wood 

Aeolian Dust Records in Asia as an Archive of Long-term 
Climate Change with Professor Liping Zhou

Recordings
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Audio recordings form many public lectures are available at: 
www.dur.ac.uk/ias/recordings/1213/





Directions
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Looking Ahead...

The IAS continues to draw expertise from every subject 

area to develop its research and thematic priorities. 

It encourages participation in interdisciplinary 

experimentation through its Fellowship scheme; through 

diverse activities and events, and by actively facilitating 

innovative research development. 

In the sixth year since its inception, the IAS has retained 

a focus on its core remit – support for interdisciplinary 

research, internationalisation and community engagement 

– and it aims to continue development in each of these 

areas. More than 150 Fellows from over 20 countries 

have now stepped over the threshold into Cosin’s Hall 

and enjoyed an intensely productive period of research, 

creativity and engagement in Durham. The number of 

projects fostered by the IAS increased during 2012-

13; with many involving collaboration with previous IAS 

Fellows as well as engaging with other University Research 

Institutes, including the Durham Energy Institute (DEI), 

the Institute for Hazard, Risk and Resilience (IHRR) the 

Wolfson Research Institute for Health and Wellbeing 

(WRI), and research centres such as the Centre for 

Medical Humanities (CMH), and Centre for Visual Arts 

and Cultures (CVAC). The Institute has also extended its 

involvement with local organisations, for example initiating 

new collaborative partnerships with the Cathedral and with 

the Durham Book Festival.  

Light is the IAS’s theme for 2013-14. Light plays a 

fundamental role in the physics of the universe, in the 

sustenance of life, in the technology that drives societies, 

in physical and emotional well-being, in the perception of 

the natural and man-made environments, and in religious 

and literary metaphor. This theme enables the 

development of links between the physics of light, the 

perception of light, the emotive effects of light and 

the representation of light in theology, philosophy and 

literature. It explores how light affects health and well-

being and how some of the pressures of modern society, 

from advertising to security, lead to detrimental uses and 

effects of light. It considers the new technological roles of 

light and the socioeconomic changes these roles engender. 

18 Fellows from the UK, US, Canada, Australia, Germany, 

Brazil and the Netherlands joined the Institute in October 

2013 and January 2014 to collaborate with Durham’s 

scholars and engage in the programme. 

Future Themes: 2014-15 Emergence

• Emergent Systems and Relations

• Emergency, Tipping Points and Fragility

• Emergent Orders

• Emergent Experience

Directions



In its continued work to achieve its aims, the IAS remains 

very appreciative of the support it receives from the 

Senior Offi cers at Durham University and from colleagues 

within Faculties, Departments and Colleges across the 

University. Their direct engagement with the annual 

themes, including nominating Fellows, participating 

in events and generating research ideas, is vital to 

the development of collaborative projects and to the 

production of outputs that support Durham’s research 

strengths and increase its international outreach. 

The Institute notes in particular the importance of its 

partnership with the Colleges Division: the support that 

the Colleges provide in accommodating its visiting Fellows 

and fostering interdisciplinary communities and enabling 

cross-disciplinary conversations and relationships. Finally, 

the IAS remains extremely grateful for the wise guidance 

of its distinguished Advisory Council and its members’ 

on-going ambassadorial endorsement of the Institute, and 

for the work of its Development Board in supporting its 

endeavours.

To keep in touch with IAS activities and news, visit: 
www.durham.ac.uk/ias
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Directions

Veronica Strang
Stuart Elden 

Professor Veronica Strang
Executive Director

Veronica Strang is an environmental anthropologist. She 

trained at the Pitt Rivers Museum in Oxford, and has 

previously held positions at the Universities of Oxford, 

Wales, Goldsmiths and Auckland. Having been a Fellow 

at the IAS in 2009, she took up her current post in 

Durham in May 2012. Her research focuses on human 

environmental relations and began with input into The 
Brundtland Report. For the last twenty years she has 

focused in particular on societies’ engagements with 

water. In 2000 she was awarded a Royal Anthropological 

Institute Fellowship and in 2007 a UNESCO 

International Water Prize. Her books include Uncommon 
Ground: cultural landscapes and environmental values 
(1997); The Meaning of Water (2004); Gardening the 
World: agency, identity and the ownership of water (2009) 

and Ownership and Appropriation (2010).  

Professor Stuart Elden 
Director

Stuart Elden is Professor of Political Geography. His 

interests include the historical and contemporary aspects 

of territory, the relation of social theory to geography, 

and the history of ideas. He is the editor of the journal 

Environment and Planning D: society and space. His 2009 

book Terror and Territory: the spatial extent of sovereignty 
won the Association of American Geographers Globe Book 

Award and the Royal Geographical Society Murchison 

Award. His most recent book The Birth of Territory 
(University of Chicago Press) was published in 2013.

Directors 2012–2013



Barbara Graziosi
Martin Ward

Professor Barbara Graziosi
Director

Barbara Graziosi has been Professor of Classics at 

Durham since 2010. She was educated in Trieste (Italy), 

Oxford and Cambridge, was appointed Junior Research 

Fellow at New College, Oxford, in 1999, and held a 

summer fellowship at the Center of Hellenic Studies, 

Harvard University, in 2005. She is currently writing 

a history of the Olympian gods, and directing a major 

research project, funded by the European Research 

Council, on biographies and portraits of the ancient 

Greek and Roman poets.

Professor Martin Ward
Director

Martin Ward is currently the Head of the Department 

of Physics, and also holds the Temple Chevallier Chair 

of Astronomy. He has previously held positions at 

Cambridge, Oxford and Leicester, before coming to 

Durham in 2004. He is an observational astrophysicist 

whose research interests include black holes and 

quasars.  He was a consultant for the European Space 

Agency and is involved in the next generation Hubble 

Telescope project. He is interested in science public 

outreach, and has been a guest on Patrick Moore’s The 

Sky at Night and Melvyn Bragg’s In Our Time.  
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Linda Crowe
Administrator

Linda Crowe has worked at Durham University since 2008 

and joined the Institute of Advanced Study in 2012 as 

Administrator. She has overall responsibility for the day to 

day administration and running of the Institute including a 

number of the Institute’s Fellowship schemes including the 

IAS Fellowship, the Christopherson Knott Fellowship and 

College Fellowships. She completed her degree in German 

and Sociology in 1994.  She moved to the North East in 

1997 to join the newly created Siemens Microelectronics 

and spent more than a decade in industry.

 

Simon Litchfi eld 
Assistant Administrator (COFUND)

Simon Litchfi eld joined the Institute of Advanced Study 

in January 2012 as Assistant Administrator (COFUND). 

His primary role is the administration of the Durham 

International Fellowships for Research and Enterprise 

(DIFeREns). After coming to the North East in 2000 to 

read German and Politics, Simon remained in the region 

to further his studies before moving into the public sector. 



Audrey Bowron
Secretary

Audrey Bowron has worked for Durham University since 

1988 and during that time has worked in a number of 

different areas of the University, including the Registrar’s 

department and Trevelyan College as the College 

and Principal’s secretary. She was a secretary in the 

Department of English Studies for 10 years before joining 

the IAS in February 2007.

Karen Snowdon
Assistant Secretary (COFUND)

Karen Snowdon joined Durham University in 2008 and the 

Institute of Advanced Study in 2012. During her time with 

the University she has worked in a number of different 

divisions, including the Strategic Planning & Change Unit, 

Van Mildert College and Josephine Butler College.
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Advisory Council and Patrons 2012–2013

Chair: Professor Tom McLeish, FRS
Pro Vice-Chancellor for Research, Durham University

Sir Thomas Allen, OBE     
Chancellor, Durham University

Dr Philip Ball
Science Writer

Professor Dame Gillian Beer, FBA
English Literature, University of Cambridge

Professor Dame Jocelyn Bell Burnell, DBE, FRS, FRAS
Astrophysics, University of Oxford

Professor Gillian Clark, FBA
Classics and Ancient History, University of Bristol

Professor Chris Higgins, FRSE, FRSA, FmedSci
Vice-Chancellor, Durham University

Professor Sir David King, FRS
Smith School of Enterprise and Environment,           

University of Oxford

Revd. Professor Alister McGrath
Theology, Religion and Culture, King’s College London

Sir Andrew Motion, FRSL
Poet and Former Poet Laureate

Mr Jonathon Porritt, CBE
Forum for the Future

Professor Marc Stears
Politics and International Relations, University of Oxford

Professor Dame Marilyn Strathern, FBA
Anthropology, University of Cambridge

IAS Patrons 2012 – 2013  
Baroness Helena Kennedy QC

Professor Lord Bhikhu Parekh, AcSS, FBA

HRH Prince El Hassan bin Talal of Jordan



Contacts

Executive Director
Professor Veronica Strang

Tel +44 (0) 191 334 4684

IAS Administrator
Ms Linda Crowe

Tel +44 (0) 191 334 4686

IAS Secretary
Ms Audrey Bowron

Tel +44 (0) 191 334 2589

Fax: Tel +44 (0) 191 334 4699

Email: enquiries.ias@durham.ac.uk

www.durham.ac.uk/ias
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