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Durham University’s Institute of Advanced Study (IAS) is a prestigious, ideasbased Institute with global reach, supporting collaborative research across the
natural and physical sciences, the arts, the social sciences and the humanities.
The Institute brings together world-leading researchers from all disciplines
to work with Durham scholars on collaborative projects of major intellectual,
scientific, political and practical significance.
Up to twenty visiting IAS Fellows join us in Durham each year to work with
Durham scholars to spark new investigations, set tomorrow’s agenda and
participate in a varied programme of activities.
The IAS places Durham right at the heart of an international community of
universities considered to be the most innovative and creative sites of scholarship.
By fostering creative interdisciplinary collaboration, the Institute generates cutting
edge ideas that transform thought and practice, and communicates emergent
research to a range of audiences with clarity and vision.
The Institute also serves as a top-level forum, enabling key-decision makers and experts to discuss pressing policy problems
in an intellectually stimulating and unrestricted manner. We put on a wide range of public lectures and other events. There are
also opportunities for postgraduates and other early career researchers to get involved.
The IAS aims to build research capacity, realise potential, and meet the challenges of a changing world.
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A Welcome from the Directors

Over the past decade it has successfully
developed, organised and hosted several major
themes: The Legacy of Charles Darwin, Modelling,
Being Human, Water, Futures, Futures II, Time,
Light, Emergence and Evidence. These have built
upon core disciplinary strengths at Durham, while
also developing new synergies at the interface of
established specialisms.

disciplinary boundaries, and as a hub of expertise
in enabling interdisciplinary collaboration. While
the institute now administers several Fellowship
programmes; its original scheme for distinguished
international visitors, and since 2011, a major
scheme funded by the European Union; as well
as two additional schemes, it continues to develop
and refine its remit; however its overarching goal
to support intellectual and interdisciplinary inquiry
remains. The 2016 IAS book Transforming The
Way We Think written by the IAS Directors and
guest contributors (edited by the IAS Executive
Director Professor Veronica Strang) captures
the essence of what the IAS has achieved in ten
years, and what the Durham IAS has the potential
to be across the next decade and beyond.

Celebrating its decennial year, 2015/16 provided
the IAS a wonderful opportunity to reflect upon
its aims and achievements: to be inclusive,
supportive and innovative; to enhance Durham’s
research excellence; and to enrich Durham’s
international profile. In the decade since
its inception, the IAS has gained worldwide
recognition as a creative environment which
supports transformational thinking across

The core of the Institute’s activities continues
to be its internationally renowned Fellowship
programme which over the past decade has been
organised around an annual research theme.
An IAS Fellowship allows scholars the freedom
to think and to escape the everyday demands
of professional life, creating an environment
in which scholars are free to exchange ideas
and work with Durham collaborators and one

The Institute of Advanced Study (IAS) is one of
Durham University’s flagship interdisciplinary
research institutes. Since its inauguration in
2006 the IAS has provided a unique environment
to foster creative interdisciplinary discourse and
collaboration outside of traditional disciplinary
silos.

Directors’ Introduction

another. Fellows are supported within the IAS,
in departments and across Durham’s College
system. This strong collaborative partnership
remains a major contributory factor to the IAS’s
success.
One of the principal goals of the IAS during a
thematic year is to develop a programme of work
that is inclusive, exciting and interdisciplinary,
with outputs that boost Durham’s research
excellence nationally and internationally. This
commitment saw the delivery of an exciting
array of projects and activities. The result was
a range of events and conversations that drew
together not only the academic community, but
also the wider public. This included the Evidence
on Trial public lecture series; a public lecture
series on the evidence and representation of
the ghostly in the visual, literary, and cultural
imagination (Ghosts - the Evidence of Spirits);
the King Hussein Memorial Lecture, an evening
with Oscar winning film director, Oliver Stone,
collaboration with the Durham Book Festival, and
the Festival of Humanities. Through the dynamic
contributions of visiting Fellows and thematic
collaborators a rich programme of boundary-

crossing conferences, seminars, lectures,
exhibitions, workshops, policy events, stimulated
thinking and explored the theme of Evidence.
This theme provided not only the ground of
intellectual exploration, it also delineated a
diverse, rapidly changing and much contested
research landscape. It generated dialogue
between disciplines, and between academics
and research users, about the role of evidence
in academic enquiry, policy and everyday life.
These conversations and collaborations explored
how evidence is constituted; how it is read,
understood and evaluated; and how it is used.
The Fellowship year attracted a distinguished
and diverse cohort spanning the arts and
humanities, social sciences and sciences
including historian Professor John Brewer
(CALTECH); journalist Professor Ted Gup;
leading anthropologist Professor Penny Harvey
(University of Manchester); law scholar Professor
Heather Douglas (University of Queensland);
and Professor Jessica Brown (University of St
Andrews) among others.
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The Institute continued its support and
commitment to the postgraduate community
and the next generation of scholars. Funding
was provided to support several interdisciplinary
events, and following success last year of the
introduction of a bespoke day-long publishing
workshop, the IAS convened a further session to
great success.

The IAS also continued to engage with policy at
a national level, and participated in a case study
review by HEFCE of English interdisciplinary
research in Higher Education, as well as
engaging with colleagues from Durham, in the
British Academy’s project on interdisciplinarity
to investigate interdisciplinary research within
universities.

Postgraduates were also encouraged to make
the most of opportunities to engage with the IAS
Fellows through the Institute’s weekly seminar
programme run across the six-month Fellowship
period.

Cosin’s Hall remained a pivotal focus for the
Fellowship and activities, hosting scholarly
communities and continuing to foster a supportive
and creative environment for Fellows, Durham
colleagues and the post-graduate community.

Overview
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Evidence

Overview
To explore the dynamic nature of evidence and its formation
and use, groups of Durham researchers and IAS Fellows
worked on the following sub-themes: Evidence and
Interdisciplinarity raised questions about how diverse kinds
of evidence can (and sometimes cannot) be reconciled in
interdisciplinary research. Evidence, Policy and Regulation
addressed the creation and use of evidence in the
development of policy, legislation and practice. Evidence and
Experience focused on how people engaged with evidence,
cognitively, imaginatively and phenomenologically. Evidence
and Representation considered the ways in which evidence is
represented, observing that representational choices are often
as critical as the evidence itself. Visual Evidence explored and
examined how visual forms and objects constitute evidence,
and form knowledge, and examined the relationships between
visual and other types of evidence.

Overview

How evidence is constituted?
How is it read across different disciplines, understood
and evaluated?
How it is used?
How is evidence formed and used in the development of
policy, legislation and practice?
How is evidence represented?
The following sections reflect on the ways in which the IAS,
its Fellows and collaborators engaged with the theme.
All publications emerging from IAS activities and further details
of the work of individual Fellows are also listed in this report.

“Facts are stubborn things; and whatever may be our
wishes, our inclinations or the dictates of our passions, they
cannot alter the state of facts and evidence.”
John Adams

Evidence Sub-themes
Evidence and Interdisciplinarity
Evidence, Policy and Regulation
Evidence and Experience
Visual Evidence

A comprehensive archive of all the IAS’s themes, Fellows and activities from the past ten years can be found at:
www.durham.ac.uk/ias/themes
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Evidence and Interdisciplinarity

Sometimes the same research question is posed within different
disciplines, which then reach for different types of evidence
to answer it. How can the different frameworks and types of
evidence be reconciled or evaluated? Conversely, how is the same
evidence used to address different questions and interpretative
practices? The theme of Evidence ignited interdisciplinary debate,
and discussions about the use, abuse and nature of evidence are
central to interdisciplinary collaborations.
The Evidence and Interdisciplinarity sub-theme explored
the nature of evidence and ways to reconcile quantitative
approaches and those in which broader and more diverse
forms of data compose a largely qualitative evidential base.
The Evidence of Animal Minds symposium organised by Dr
Andy Byford examined the problem of evidence in accounting
for the phenomenon of ‘animal minds’ – the existence and
character of (broadly conceived) mental phenomena in nonhuman animals. Its aim was to bring together and examine in
an interdisciplinary fashion a broad range of theoretical and
methodological perspectives, research and representational
practices focused on the multifaceted problem of ‘mentality’
in non-human animals, however framed and conceptualized,
studied or represented.
This controversial question offered a rich case for exploring
the meanings of ‘evidence’ from a range of disciplinary
perspectives. Experimental psychologists and ethologists,
evolutionary biologists and biological anthropologists, social
anthropologists and historians of science, philosophers of
mind and of knowledge, as well as humanities scholars with
expertise in visual culture attended this event and allowed

therefore broadly framed discussions at the intersection of
ontology, epistemology, ethics and aesthetics.
The effectiveness and value of interdisciplinary discourse on
identifying, understanding and inter-relating the different strategies
deployed in making evident, or producing evidence for, the elusive
phenomenon of ‘the mind’ in non-human animals, led to more
than 28 contributions including a paper entitled ‘Meeting of Bodies,
Meeting of Minds: Bull and Matador in the Spanish Bullfight’ from
former 2014/15 Emergence Fellow, social anthropologist and
Professor of Human-Animal Studies, Garry Marvin.

The symposium closed with a public event, Chimp on Trial a
performance in which the jury was asked to decide whether
a chimp who had killed another chimp could be found guilty
of murder. Did a chimpanzee have human rights? Could a
chimpanzee do a human wrong? This extraordinary and highly
participative event explored these questions which are hot topics
of researching modern psychology. And, areas where agreement
is not always assured. Durham expert witnesses shed light on
the topic from their perspectives, and allowed for the audience
to weigh up the evidence heard, ask questions and ultimately
decided - could a chimp ever be guilty of murder?

An Ontology of Animal Minds

Overview

Evidence, Policy and Regulation

There are key links between the longstanding historical
use of evidence in the legal arena, and its more recent
employment in governance, policy and regulation. Evidence
has an explicit role in legal processes and advocacy; in the
provision of expert evidence, and in the establishment of
proof in criminal and civil proceedings. Legal processes
engage with a range of disciplinary perspectives, and the
legal arena has developed multiple evidential conventions.
For example, human rights conflicts rely heavily on medical
evidence and/or descriptive testimony; land and water
rights cases call upon long-term historical and ethnographic
data; corporate disputes tend to centre on following
documentary trails and raise issues about accountability.

Through a series of three workshops, Evidence Synthesis by
Building a Case led by Durham Philosopher and former IAS
Fellow Professor Nancy Cartwright, Professor Julian Reiss
(Philosophy) with IAS Fellow Dr Jacob Stegenga, Professor
Cartwright argues that in general the pieces of evidence
needed for policy evaluation are not homogeneous, that is:
the separate pieces of evidence speak directly to the same
immediate hypothesis. It is surely better to use evidence
to inform predictions about which policies will work if
implemented, and which not. However with a vast array
of evidence of different kinds from different sources how
does this variety of evidence add up? And how are policy
makers to figure out what, all told, the evidence points to?

There are often major disjunctions between the legal
systems imposed by states and the alternate systems of
law of indigenous or minority cultural groups. The choices
about which forms of evidence predominate reflect
prevailing social and political values, and may create
disparate levels of access to justice for different groups
and there is therefore a need for research to ensure
diverse disciplinary, social and cultural perspectives are
represented in the creation of evidential ‘norms’.

Professor Cartwright et al built upon the idea that rather
than thinking in terms of ‘weighing up’ evidence, the
metaphor of ‘building a case’ is more useful. It involves
a network of relationships among claims about different
facets of the process by which the policy achieves (or not)
its effects. The focus for Professor Cartwright was to lay
the groundwork for a protocol for the synthesis of nonhomogeneous evidence in ‘building a case’ to arrive at an
overall evaluation, a protocol that would provide a basis for
causal inference at different levels and for different parts
of the intervention and that can aggregate different kinds
of evidence from different kinds of sources and different
perspectives (e.g. statistical, ethnographic).

Similar needs surface when evidence is brought into
policy development. Reliance on the input of experts and
their research is central to ‘evidence based’ policies in all
areas of governance, and there are clearly opportunities
to consider the symbiotic and mutually constitutive
relationships between policy and legislation.

Durham Knowledge for Use (K4U) Case Studies
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processes that lead to change during psychotherapy and,
second, how to make valid and reliable inferences about
causal mechanisms for use in improved clinical decision
making. The aim was to forge solid research plans with the
ultimate aim of developing new methodological tools more
appropriate than those currently in favour for assessing
the effectiveness of talking therapies for the outcomes that
matter to service users.

Many prominent physicians and journalists have
expressed arguments supporting medical nihilism,
which is the view that we should have little confidence
in the effectiveness of novel medical interventions.
Watch Dr Jacob Stegenga, assess the case for medical
nihilism.

The second tranche of IAS sponsored activity undertaken by
Professor Cartwright was entitled Talking therapies: evidence
and evaluation, which focused on evidence for therapies for
depression – not just with reducing symptoms of depression
but with understanding how recovery happens in vivo:
how do people use therapy to build resilient character and
improve their capacity for meaningful relationships and their
ability to live the lives they choose?
Two intensive workshops with practicing therapists,
methodologists and others with interests in these questions
from around the UK investigated how to construct
empirical studies to collect evidence from interpersonal
Overview

One important outcome here was a re-envisaging of the
research questions and methods for the research to
be undertaken by psychotherapist Jeremy Clarke and
methodologist Professor Cartwright (with post-doctoral
researcher Dr Andrew Fletcher) studying the Greater
Manchester Working Well project (which aims to deliver
a unified, personalised approach to improving wellbeing
and work capability for out-of-work clients suffering from
depression). The research is just now underway, and is one
of the six K4U (Knowledge for Use) case studies entitled:
Mental Health in the EU sponsored by Durham’s ERCfunded Knowledge for Use project. As part of the K4U
research grant, this case study seeks to develop a credible
framework alternative to RCTs for evidencing therapies.
Researchers are working with a pilot initiative in Greater
Manchester co-funded by the Cabinet Office, which aims
to support people with mental health conditions into
employment, and aims to establish more integration with
existing local support services to improve outcomes for
unemployed people.
Continuing along similar lines and including this subthematic discourse The Importance of Context: evidence,
values and assumptions in public health policy workshop
organised by Professor Linda McKie and Professor Ted
Schrecker, strove to advance understandings of the values
and assumptions that guide the use and interpretation of

evidence in public health policy. In addition the workshop
contributed to an ESRC-funded seminar series on revitalising
the health equity agenda.
In Stockton-on-Tees, the difference in male life expectancy
at birth between the most and least deprived areas is 16
years – the highest in England. This reflects a larger pattern
in which health inequalities are increasing in parallel with
the rise of economic inequality, and despite stated policy
commitments to reducing them. Review of current policies
suggested that the application and interpretation of research
evidence in public health policy relies on questionable
assumptions about a high degree of choice and control over
lifestyle, income, and quotidian living/working environment.
Rich and poor live in different ‘epidemiological worlds’,
and some have far more control over those worlds than
others. Against this background, what forms of evidence,
disciplinary perspectives and research methodologies are
most relevant for the design of policies to reduce health
inequalities?

importance of distinguishing between questions that can
be answered using the methods of science qua science,
and those that cannot; and thirdly recognition that the
process by which research findings are incorporated into
public policy is seldom straightforward, and often depends
on many factors apart from the quality of research and
the strength of evidence. Whilst these points are not new,
they remain inadequately understood at the level of policy
analysis.
Professor Schrecker’s research continued with a paper
at the IAS international Conference ‘Standards of proof in
health policy and politics.’

Dr Katherine Smith (Global Public Health Unit, University
of Edinburgh) presented research findings on the diverse
journeys that evidence and ideas about health inequalities
follow into public health policy, and Durham’s Professor
Ted Schrecker commented that the treatment of evidence,
values and assumptions in environmental health policy
sheds light on how much evidence is enough to act on
socioeconomic inequalities that drive health inequalities
(standard of proof).
Three key points were made: firstly the importance of
distinguishing among methodological value judgements,
scientific incompleteness and ‘manufactured uncertainty’
in controversies about the strength of scientific evidence
for particular policies and interventions; secondly the
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Output Fellows

The IAS Fellows engage in many activities whilst in Durham:
they develop existing as well as foster new collaborations
with Durham Departments; form new networks and contacts;
develop single authored articles, chapters and books; cowrite with Durham colleagues; develop grant applications;
and deliver several lectures and seminars.

Professor Jessica Brown
Gave one IAS lecture; three papers (IAS; Philosophy). Invited
talk Chicago. Book published.

Noted below is a brief summary of their outputs including
collaboration and networks initiated, developed or
strengthened with the departments at Durham including:

Professor Barbara Dancygier
Two books and one chapter published. Two Durham lectures
delivered; one seminar. Ongoing association with the Centre
for Medical Humanities.

Professor Brian Belcher
Gave one IAS lecture and seminar. IAS Insights paper and
three papers published.
Professor John Brewer
Gave one keynote (Durham) and one plenary lecture
(Pittsburgh); three Durham seminars and one lecture; one
paper in Stanford.
Overview

Dr Zoe Crossland
Delivered four seminars (Durham; York; University College
London); one Durham lecture.

Professor Heather Douglas
Gave three papers (Durham; Newcastle; York); one public
lecture. Published one conference paper; two articles; one book.
Dr David Dryden
Gave three papers in Durham (IAS; BSI; Chemistry); one
public lecture; two discussion groups (IAS; BSI). Two articles
published.

Output Fellows

Professor Heike Egner
Gave two Durham seminars; two lectures (Durham;
Newcastle). One outreach lecture in Empty Shop. Two
papers published and Insights paper published.
Professor James (Jim) Gardner
Gave two seminar papers and one public lecture; five
papers published; IAS Insights paper published. Ongoing
collaboration with the department of Earth Sciences.
Professor Ted Gup
Gave one seminar and public lecture; and one graduate talk.
IAS Insights paper published. Returned to Durham in 2017
as writer in residence.
Professor Penny Harvey
Gave three seminars (Durham; Oxford); IAS lecture; and
RAI Panel event (Norway). IAS conference keynote speaker.
Established links with: Social Anthropology; Geography; and
History. Joined IAS Advisory Council.
Dr Jon Hesk
Gave one lecture and one seminar.
Professor Claire Langhamer
Gave one lecture and one seminar. One article published.
Ongoing collaboration with the Department of History. Joined
IAS Advisory Council.
Dr David Macarthur
Gave one lecture and one seminar. Enhanced collaboration
with the Department of Philosophy.

Drawing on ethnographic research on processes of
decentralization and infrastructural development in the
Peruvian Andes, this lecture explored how divergent
evidential forms, modes of reasoning and analytical
procedures are managed to produce adequate grounds
for action in the name of the public good. Public works
are surrounded with a high degree of affective force
in rural Peru, associated with a sense of longing and
haunted by expectations of abandonment and exclusion.
Engineers and local government officials have to provide
proof of ‘value’ in registers that can both elicit funding
from external sources (national and/or international), and
satisfy local expectations. Expert knowledge is central
to the lived politics of the contemporary, decentralizing
state, and infrastructural systems increasingly appear
as the political currency through which to secure
new collective futures. In these spaces of material
transformation the engineer is required to adopt modes
of reasoning that involve an ironic doubling as technical
expertise is recognised as the necessary but nevertheless
insufficient means of bringing the future into being.
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Output Fellows

Professor Tim May
Gave one public lecture and one seminar (Durham).
Delivered a master class and gave one undergraduate
lecture. One conference (Salford). Two books published.
Dr Jacob Stegenga
Delivered two seminars and one lecture in Durham. Gave
papers in: Cambridge; Düsseldorf; Leeds; Leibniz; Oxford and
Paris. One book published; one article published. Strengthened
links with a number of faculty in the Department of Philosophy.
Professor Carlo Vecce
Gave four seminars and two public lectures in Durham;
published IAS Insights article. One book published.
Established links across several departments including
Modern Languages and Literatures: Centre for Medieval
and Early Modern Studies; English Studies; department of
Classics and Ancient History; and the department of Music.
Professor George Williams
Gave five seminars (Durham; Essex); three lectures (Durham;
Edinburgh; Belfast); one workshop (King’s College London);
one conference paper (Oxford).Meeting with Government
Minister, Dominic Raab. Strengthened links with Durham Law
School, and ongoing collaboration. Six articles published.
Dr Alex Easton
Developed closer collaborative relationship with the
Developmental Science research group. Successful
Leverhulme Fellowship application.
Professor Bennett Zon
One book published; three chapters; two conferences;
a research conversation; one-day workshop.
Overview

A central question facing democratic nations is how to
combat the threat of terrorism while safeguarding human
rights such as freedom of speech and the right to a fair
trial. Unless nations achieve an appropriate resolution,
they risk undermining the very freedoms they are seeking
to protect from terrorism. These questions have been at
the forefront of legal and public policy debate since the
September 11 attacks, and have assumed a renewed
urgency as nations seek to respond to the increased
threat of terrorism brought about by fighters returning
from conflicts in Syria and Iraq. Watch Professor
George Williams examine these debates, and how these
problems are being addressed, with a particular focus in
Australia, which has enacted a new array of anti-terrorism
laws that are stunning both in their number and scope.
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Evidence and Experience

Just as perspectives on what constitutes evidence and how it
should be interpreted are influenced by different disciplinary,
spatial or temporal contexts, ideas about evidence are constituted
within specific cultural ‘lifeworlds’ and formed by their categories,
beliefs and values. There may be fundamental cultural and subcultural differences in what people consider to be evidence, and
in the forms of knowledge that constitute their understandings of
the world. There is thus a case for comparative investigations into
what is considered to be evidence, and how this is experienced
and used within different cultural contexts.
How do people, individually and collectively, approach the notion
of evidence in relation to direct experience? In what ways are
human evaluations of evidence affected by specific physical,
environmental and cultural factors? What is the role of sensory
experience in composing responses to phenomenological
evidence? And what evolutionary processes may have influenced
human capacities to engage with different kinds of evidence? This
sub-theme addressed some of these questions through research
examining the evidence used in medical practices concerned
with ‘states of rest’ and their effects on voice and breath; and
through work on the interface between mind and cognition, as
enabled by brain-imaging technologies.
Through the Wellcome Collection in London, Durham colleagues
from the Centre for Medical Humanities came together to focus
on how three major Durham University projects – ‘Hubbub’,
‘Hearing the Voice’ and ‘Life of Breath’. Evidentiary Practices:
Rest, Voice and Breath navigated and explored the challenge of
‘evidence’ in interdisciplinary projects by disseminating cuttingedge information and experience about interdisciplinary methods
and practices to academic and other audiences.
The workshop addressed the challenges faced by all three
interdisciplinary projects including how to move between
so-called ‘subjective’ and so-called ‘objective’ data; how
Overview

to negotiate which kinds of evidence under which kinds of
conditions gain, maintain or lose authority in relation to that
phenomenon; and how to hold together a team that comprises
people with very different sets of disciplinary expertise and
epistemological convictions regarding the nature of ‘evidence’.
Alongside its programme of work on the central theme, and
incubating collaboration and research, the IAS makes its
research accessible to a broader public audience.

Annual IAS London Event
Watch Lies, damn lies and…is there such a thing as
reliable evidence?
26 May 2016
Information becomes evidence when it is presented in relation
to specific questions. How do we know what to believe, about
climate change, medical matters, the state of the economy, or
the causes of terrorism? Are all statistics really damn lies? Is
there really any such thing as reliable evidence? These questions
and others formed the backdrop to ‘Lies, damn lies and…is
there such a thing as reliable evidence?’ and brought together
a panel of leading thinkers including the BBC’s Ruth Alexander;
Professor Sally Shuttleworth (Oxford); Sir David Spiegelhalter
(Cambridge); and Lord Justice Anthony Hughes (Supreme Court).

Evidence and Representation

What are the pros and cons of text in presenting an
evidential case? Is the conceptual linkage between what is
visible and what is ‘real’ sufficiently persistent that a picture
really is ‘worth a thousand words’? What is so evidentially
compelling about graphs and numbers? Alternatively, how
might we think about the ‘authority’ of text and its capacity to
provide evidence in a highly precise and explicit form? And
how is written evidence affected by transitions into print?
This sub-theme addressed the issue of evidence and
representation with a view to providing fresh ideas about
the various ways in which academic disciplines present
their findings. It focused particularly on research activities
concerned with textual representation, with projects
examining, for example, how astronomers have interpreted
the evidence of ancient Babylonian texts; and how an
awareness of what the ‘life of texts’ entails is essential for a
critical understanding of the transmission of culture.
Visiting IAS Fellow, Professor Carlo Vecce joined Durham
scholars and in particular, Dr Annalisa Cipollone and Professor
Carlo Caruso (Modern Languages and Cultures) for a highly
interdisciplinary programme entitled The Life of Texts:
evidence in textual production, transmission and reception.
The aim of this public lecture and workshop series was to
introduce a highly specialized and discipline-based sector of
studies such as textual scholarship and its history to a wider,
diverse and non-specialist public by focusing on the cultural
significance of the ‘life of texts’, as well as bringing together
practitioners from diverse fields who shared a general interest
in the editing and the editorial history of texts. The series
has led to a coherent set of contributions which will now be
published by Bloomsbury in November 2018.
According to Professor Carlo Caruso the textual foundations
of works that are considered exemplary on account of their
cultural significance are often less stable than one would
wish them to be. No work of Homer, Dante or Shakespeare

survives in utterly reliable witnesses – be they papyri,
manuscripts or printed editions. The complete scores
of famous symphonies or sonatas are often the result of
collation of discrete parts which constitute the only surviving
evidence. The text of non-Western masterpieces is often
founded on notions of textual authority that are at variance
with the ones currently accepted in the West.
Contributions by leading experts including Professor Richard
Gameson (History of the Book), Professor Barbara Graziosi
(Classics) among others addressed a select number of highly
influential authors and works (e.g. Homer, the Gospels,
Leonardo da Vinci) by looking at them in light of the textual
evidence on which they rest. IAS visiting Fellow Professor
Carlo Vecce (University “L’Orientale” of Naples) also took part
in this sub theme. In addition to his specific contribution, his
Fellowship allowed him to further his research on Leonardo da
Vinci’s intellectual world and outline a major research project
devoted to the virtual reconstruction of da Vinci’s Library.

What strength of evidence is required for knowledge?
asks Professor Jessica Brown in her recently published
book Fallibilism: Evidence and Knowledge (2018, OUP).
Addressing the epistemological question of fallibilism
vs infallibilism she brings a new scrutiny to this ongoing
debate, arguing that infallibilists can avoid scepticism
only at the cost of problematic commitments concerning
evidence and evidential support. She argues that alleged
objections to fallibilism are not compelling and concludes
that we should be fallibilists. In doing so, she discusses
the nature of evidence, evidential support, justification,
blamelessness, closure for knowledge, defeat, epistemic
akrasia, practical reasoning, concessive knowledge
attributions, and the threshold problem.
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Whilst the Life of Texts examined 15th – 18th century works,
Keeping Watch in Babylon: the astronomical diaries between
science and history a conference convened by Professor Johannes
Haubold was the first ever devoted to the Astronomical Diaries as
literature (7th - 1st century BCE). The Astronomical Diaries are a
set of texts from ancient Babylon which, over a period of several
centuries (7th - 1st century BCE), charted the movement of
celestial bodies as well as reporting on the weather, the economy,
and historical events in and around Mesopotamia. Observations
were recorded in a dispassionate style, and with an accuracy
that has long made the Diaries an important source of scientific
and historical evidence. The aim of the conference was to go
beyond treating the Diaries as a useful repository of astronomical,
economic and historical data and instead to ask why the evidence
Overview

contained in these texts was collected, how it was presented, by
whom, for whom, and with what purposes in mind.
In the wake of A.J Sachs and H. Hunger’s ground-breaking
edition, scholars have begun to ask how the Diaries functioned as
texts with an agenda and discursive texture of their own. Several
of the conference papers broke significant new ground, including
IAS Fellow Professor John Steele’s study of the formative early
stages of the Diaries and presenting that they acquired their
standard format under Nebuchadnezzar II and not in the NeoAssyrian period, as had previously been supposed. An edited
volume based on the conference is under contract with Brill
Publishers (Culture and History of the Ancient Near East Series).

Visual Evidence

For historian and director of Durham’s Centre for Visual
Arts and Culture (CVAC) Professor Ludmilla Jordanova, text
differs radically from art and material culture. With sufficient
historical or ethnographic knowledge about its images and
forms, art and material culture may contain dense and
multiple layers of evidential material. The evidence contained
in visual arts, photography and artefacts is a rich source of
analysis in a range of disciplinary areas.
A full series of IAS sponsored events, including a four
workshop series and three public lectures, Absences, Erasures
and Invisibilities in Cityscape: Landscape and Marinescape;
Authority, Attribution and the Politics of Connoisseurship
(c.1700-1900); Evidence, Museums and Knowledge; and
Understanding Visual Evidence coalesced under the umbrella
Visual Evidence, and aimed to address the ways in which
visual evidence could be understood in museums and in
the arts, and how issues of authenticity and attribution are
considered. The latter workshop was timely and relevant
given the current importance of museums in public culture,
and facilitated an in-depth and broad exploration of an area
that has wide implications. Visual Evidence is a wide-ranging
topic, which has the capacity to bring together and galvanise
many constituencies. A number of Durham scholars and
groups, including Durham’s Centre for Humanities Engaging
Science and Society (CHESS) came together to discuss these
issues more broadly. These events highlighted the University’s
strengths and expertise around its collections.

Leading historian and IAS Fellow Professor John Brewer gave
a revelatory keynote lecture at the two-day workshop Authority,
Attribution and the Politics of Connoisseurship (1750-1900).
A key aspect of Professor Brewer’s Fellowship focussed on a
project on art connoisseurship and evidence, examining the
history of the grounds on which an art object can be shown
to be by a particular artist or of a particular time and school.
His keynote paper at this interdisciplinary workshop radically
reimagined the contribution of Giorgio Morelli, viewed less
as a pioneer of scientific methods, than a pupil of German
Romanticism and a proud Italian patriot determined to protect
the patrimony of the new Italian nation-state. The second day
keynote, delivered by Professor Nicholas Pearce, considered
the market for Chinese and Japanese ceramics in the West
across the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. This and
other papers brought out the challenges posed by fakes and
brought out continuing importance of connoisseurial advice
in the global art market. Bringing together historians, art
historians and curators to interrogate the changing notions of
connoisseurship across the long nineteenth century facilitated
focus on some key nineteenth-century controversies in order
to gauge the way that artistic expertise was infiltrated by
political agendas.

John Brewer Art and the Evidence of Attribution, Giovanni Morelli, Morellians and Morellianism: Thoughts on ‘Scientific Connoisseurship’
- Insights Volume 9
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Convened by Dr Stefano Cracolici (Department of Italian)
and Professor Mark Sandy (English Studies) between October
2015 and May 2016, Ghosts – The Evidence of Spirits,
consisted of a fortnightly public lecture series, as well as an
exhibition relating to the pictorial and literary depictions of
ghosts. A poetry reading centred on the ghostly or spectral
(where poets, Dr Paul Batchelor, Dr Vidyan Ravinthiran, and
Professor Michael O’Neill read from their own work and that
of others; supported by Professor Stephen Regan reading a
selection of Yeats and other Irish poets).
The series interrogated how individuals and cultures are
haunted by an uncanny awareness or feeling compels us to
search for evidence of the ghostly – the evidence of spirits
in our everyday life. The public lecture series reflected, as
convenor Professor Mark Sandy writes ‘on recognising how
ghosts constitute a common ground shared globally, which
transcends other modes of modernity through which people
conduct their lives. Ghosts dwell not in our world, we like to
think, but in fictional or possible worlds — in literature, in film,
in art.’ Professor Sandy in his talk reflected on the spectral
geography of mourning inhabited by those ghostly presences,
which haunt Wordsworth’s poetic landscapes. Professor
Michael Pincombe (University of Newcastle) explored the
discovery and interpretation of evidence as a narrative device
in M.R. James’s ghost stories, as well as how the genre itself
contests the category of evidence itself. Rosina Buckland
(Senior Curator, National Museum of Scotland) focused on
the culture and art of Early Modern Japan to demonstrate
how supernatural beings (their stories and depictions) provide
us with an insight into the way Japanese people of the
time understood the world around them. Dr Luke Thurston
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(University of Aberystwyth) mediated on the shorter fiction
of Margaret Oliphant to show how the literary ghost can bring
into the supposedly inert and sterile landscape of Victorian
fiction an encounter with, and absorption, in an extreme
‘otherness’ akin to modernity. Durham’s Professor Simon
James argued for the importance of ghosts in Dicken’s fiction
as opening the self to the possibility of both past and alternate
lives, which is necessary for a morally well-adjusted state of
being. The IAS’s Professor Nicholas Saul showed how spectral
desire is at the heart of cultural loss suffered (with the advent
of Darwinism and the triumph of exact science) in the latter
half of the nineteenth century in German culture. Nicholas
Roe (University of St Andrews) explored the various haunts
(biographical and imaginary) favoured by Keats to understand
the lure of the ghostly in his poetry what these signal about his
poetic achievement. Professor Ronald Hutton (University of
Bristol) investigated the Wild Hunt (a nocturnal cavalcade of
ghosts and fairies) and where the idea comes from, how much
it corresponds to actual ancient and medieval belief, and how
much it did contribute to the concept of the witches’ sabbath.
Professor Christopher Lloyd (MLAC) juxtaposed the fiction of
Salvayre and Mantel to show how in both French and British
culture notions of dispossession find expression as malevolent
ghosts that attest to the fact that spirits remain an integral part
of humanity’s history and psyche. Colette Balmain (University
of Kingston-upon- Thames) offered some reflections on the
South East Asian filmic depictions of the ghostly and spectral.
Professor Douglas Davies (Theology) combined historical
and contemporary anthropological views with empirical and
speculative material to explore how we might respond to our
shared sense of the ghostly presence of the dead.
And Dr Michael Mack (English Studies) provided an astute

account of the literary effects of Henry James’s fiction and
Alfred Hitchcock’s cinematic techniques to show how both
artists reveal behind the seeming innocence of everyday reality
lurks a more sinister and ghostly world which we can only
perceive when the speed of our perception is slowed down.

Ghosts and Dickens
One cold, bleak, biting Christmas Eve, Ebeneezer
Scrooge is confronted by ghosts, and brought face
to face with his repressed memories, the errors of
his present, and the possibilities of a better future to
come. For Charles Dickens, remembering is essential to
our humanity, and as Scrooge discovers in A Christmas
Carol there is no better time of year to remember than
Christmas itself. Professor Simon James steps into the
imaginative world of Dickens’s nineteenth-century novels,
and follows their ghosts into the present where they haunt
modern film viewers who revel in the annual Dickensian
Christmas movie.
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Other thematic activities

Organised by the Artefacts Research Group from Durham’s
department of Archaeology and in particular Dr Mary Brooks,
to share knowledge of various approaches to analysing and
understanding evidence in artefacts not only with Durham
colleagues within the University community, but also the wider
conservation community, a conference entitled EVIDENCE
Accessing the Past: Evidence and artefacts drew together
speakers to explore innovative approaches to establishing and
interrogating evidence from objects to foster interdisciplinary
debate and share knowledge of the cutting-edge approaches to
interrogating artefacts practised within Durham.
The two-day event opened with the rare opportunity to
inspect medieval manuscripts and see a demonstration of
pigment analysis with Professor Andrew Beeby (Chemistry)
and Professor Richard Gameson (History). Other speakers
included Professor Chris Gerrard; Professor John Chapman;
Dr Ben Roberts; Dr Chris Caple and Gary Bankhead from
Archaeology. Other Durham disciplines included Leslie
Jessop (Anthropology); Dr Stefano Cracolici (Modern
Languages & Cultures); and Craig Barclay (Oriental
Museum). Additional speakers from the wider community
included Dinah Eastop (Consultant, Conservation and
Material Culture) who discussed the Deliberately Concealed
Garment Project, Deborah Cane (Birmingham University) who
spoke about The Staffordshire Hoard and Sonia O’Connor
(University of Bradford) who discussed cultural artefacts
made from natural materials.
With more than 60 participants including academics,
students, curators and museum specialists, conservators,
people and members of the general public, presentations
were interspersed with mediated roundtables to debate the
evidence obtained through different strategies including
technical analysis, aesthetic and intellectual analysis and
how such evidence is evaluated and communicated.
Overview

Conference participants discussing the presentation
on pigment analysis by Professor Andrew Beeby and
Professor Richard Gameson. Palace Green Learning
Centre
Use of scientific and modelling evidence UK energy policy
was a focussed one day workshop to bring together
members of different communities (policy, applied modelling,
modelling methodology, researchers on policy process) to
reach a joint view on key issues, and to start new research
directions and links between researchers and practitioners
from different communities with interests in these areas.
Three keynotes speakers came to Durham: Paddy Teahon
(Energy Strategy Implementation Consultant at University
College Dublin): Duncan Rimmer (Demand & Generation
Forecasting Manager, National Grid); and Professor Jim Skea
(Chair in Sustainable Energy, Centre for Environmental Policy
at Imperial College Research and RCUK Energy Strategy
Fellow, formerly Research Director UKERC).

A one-day workshop, Cutting-Edge Computation and
Scientific Evidence, organised by Philosophy’s Dr Wendy
Parker brought together scientists and philosophers of
science to discuss challenges that arise when cutting-edge
computational methods are used in studies intended to
provide evidence for scientific hypotheses. The focus was not
on the technical details of advanced computational methods
but on the types of challenges involved in using, as evidence,
scientific results that are produced with the help of such
methods. Through stimulating cross-disciplinary dialogue
and four sessions (cognitive science, climate science,
cosmology and chemistry, and the latter with application
to personalised medicine), a number of parallel challenges
across different fields that rely on advanced computational
methods were identified, and for example the challenges
faced in climate science and cosmology were identified in
particular as similar.
A workshop entitled What Can we Learn about the Mind
from Brain Imaging Evidence? convened by psychologist
Dr Susanne Weiss, saw several world-leading experts in
the area of functional brain imaging come to Durham.
Since the arrival of increasingly sophisticated methods
of brain imaging, notably functional magnetic resonance
imaging (fMRI), understanding of human brain function
has advanced dramatically over the past two decades.
However, there is an on-going debate on what truly can be
claimed about our cognitive and emotional life from brain
imaging research. What kinds of evidence can be provided
by imaging, and what is the epistemological status of the

evidence. The event aim was to increase intellectual clarity
in thinking about the nature and value of brain imaging
evidence within cognitive neuroscience. The workshop also
had the added objective of developing new, and enhancing
existing collaborative networks.
The second annual conference of the World-Ecology
Network, World-Ecology, World-Culture, World-Economy:
Crisis, Slump, Revolution?, took place in July 2016 with
more than 70 attendees (academics and activists) from
across the UK, the US, Ireland, Germany, China, Canada
and Australia. The interdisciplinary conference included
several Durham-based speakers, participants and attendees,
including Dr Ben Campbell (Anthropology), Dr Caitríona
Ní-Dhúill (Modern Languages), Dr Gerald Moore (Modern
Languages), Dr Arthur Rose (English), among others. There
was a common desire throughout to push debates around
the understanding of capitalism as world-ecology in new
directions. Over the course of the two days, more than 40
individual presentations were given by a range of speakers
including four keynotes: Jason W. Moore (Binghamton
University); Professor Kate Soper (London Metropolitan);
Professor Haroon Akram-Lodhi (Trent University); and David
Temple (Durham Miners Association), in conjunction with
Simon Pirani (Oxford Energy Institute).

Barbara Dancygier’s Insights paper: Reading Images, Reading Words: Visual and
Textual Conceptualization of Barriers and Containers – Insights Volume 9
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Engaging Public Audiences

Helping everyone to think about the big ideas
of the present and future through art works,
video and audio recordings, public lectures,
performances and careers events.

Machine, the story of the birth of modern cosmology from the
12th century until the present day was told in this stunning
son et lumiere for the façade of Durham Cathedral.

During 2015/16, the IAS led or supported a range of
journeys and conversations, through many different
platforms allowing the work of Durham scholars to reach
broader audiences. As well as its thematic programme
detailed earlier, the IAS supported many additional activities.
A key question about Evidence is the extent to which we can
rely on it. Does it really constitute objective ‘proof’, or is it more
often the marshalling of particular ‘facts’ to support subjective
beliefs or to provide justificatory rhetorics? Scientific evidence
carries massive authority – but is often disproved. Criminal
evidence can be sufficient to achieve a conviction, but
sometimes turns out to be flawed. So can we really say that
there is such a thing as irrefutable ‘hard’ evidence?
Continuing its commitment to the Durham Book Festival in
October 2015, arguments for and against the motion ‘There
is No Such Thing as Hard Evidence’ were proposed by two
Durham University researchers: Dr Dan Grausam (English
Studies) and Professor Judith Howard CBE (Chemistry) for the
motion, as well as two leading crime writers, Louise Welsh
and Peter Guttridge, who were against. Chaired by Professor
David Cowling the audience delivered a vote on the most
convincing case, which was narrowly won by the Durham
academics supporting the motion.
Durham City provides the backdrop for several significant
public events and festivals in the region, which have gained
national recognition, including the bi-annual Lumiere Festival
which first came to Durham in 2009, and has returned to
the city every other year since. In November 2015 The World
Overview

Art collided with science in this daring collaboration between
Ross Ashton and cosmologists and historians at Durham,
including world-renowned cosmologist Professor Carlos Frenk,
with sound designer John del’Nero and composer Isobel
Waller-Bridge. The World Machine charted the development
of ideas about the origin of the Universe in a breathtaking
projection onto Durham Cathedral. An IAS Christopherson
Knott Fellowship for physicist Professor Richard Bower in
2014/15 provided support for his study of Contemporary
Answers to Ancient Questions. His work compares how the
emergence of the cosmos was understood in Ancient Greece,
Medieval Europe and today. These were just some of the
ideas that formed the inspiration for The World Machine, with
Professor Carlos Frenk (Institute for Computational Cosmology)
and Dr Giles Gasper (Ordered Universe Project).

Find out how Durham University students worked together
with leading academics to create the stunning simulations
used in The World Machine, a collaboration between artists,
cosmologists, historians, and philosophers, charting the birth
of modern cosmology, taking viewers on a journey through
the stars and galaxies.

A particular goal of the IAS is to generate ideas and open up
new ways of thinking and pathways for collaboration through
discourse in interdisciplinary forums. The 2015/16 Evidence
on Trial public lecture series charted such a landscape
and a range of journeys and conversations in the most
illuminating ways. The series featured contributions from a
wide-ranging field with Professor Michael Tite (University of
Oxford); Anthropologist Professor Matthew Engelke (London
School of Economics) classicist Professor Robin Osborne,
FBA ( University of Cambridge); physicist Dr Patricia Fara
(Clare College, University of Cambridge); Professor Dame
Athene Donald, DBE, FRS (University of Cambridge);
biological physicist Dr Sarah Harris (University of Leeds);
Anthropologist Professor Helen Chatterjee (University College
London); and forensic scientist Professor Niamh Nic Daeid
(University of Dundee)
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One event that captured the essence of the IAS was the visit
by leading filmmaker Oliver Stone to the IAS to not only meet
with classicist Dr Ivana Petrovic, whose research, engaging
with his depiction of Alexander the Great, was included in his
DVD Alexander The Ultimate Cut, released in 2014, but also
to engage with the general public in an event in which Stone
discussed Alexander with Dr Petrovic and fellow Classics
scholars, Dr Andrej Petrovic and Dr Ed Richardson, and
explored his more recent films – including Snowden – with
Dr Gleider Hernández from the Law School. Stone draws on
research to underpin films that have often explored complex
issues – political conflicts, issues of social justice and the
challenges of modern democracies. He is determined that all
of his films should be based on serious, in-depth research,
and most importantly by independent and imaginative
thinking that goes beyond the conventions.

Watch the IAS’s Professor Strang in a short discussion
with Oliver Stone

Overview

“There’s orthodox research, which just goes by the book, accepts some of the clichés that are written, and accepts
sometimes the untruth as true… but I am always exploring. My mind tells me where to go, in terms of going further
than the orthodox history, and I reach places that are not normally thought of… I need to know the facts. Whatever the
orthodox history is, I certain read it first, as I did the Warren Commission, in the JFK murder… but as we know from
history, there are lots of conspiracies: a lot of dirty deeds go unpunished, as well as unrecorded and unknown, and I think
we have to be aware of that if we are smart. And Durham captures that spirit of the underground… the unorthodox”.

Oliver Stone
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As the past decade has shown, the IAS has offered a
constant and solid platform to bring leading thinkers and
authors to public audiences. Perhaps another annual
event that embodies this role is the King Hussein Memorial
Lecture in Cultural Dialogue, which was established in
2008. The purpose of this lecture is to promote reflection
on intercultural understanding and enrichment. The 2016
lecture was given by the Chancellor of the Australian
National University, Professor the Hon Gareth Evans. As
Australia’s longest serving Foreign Minister, he is best known
internationally for his roles in developing the UN peace plan
for Cambodia, bringing to a conclusion the international
Chemical Weapons Convention, founding the Asia Pacific
Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum and ASEAN Regional
Forum (ARF), and initiating the Canberra Commission on
the Elimination of Nuclear Weapons. His lecture explored
negotiation across cultures, especially in relation to peace
and security.

Finding Common Ground: Negotiating Across Cultures
on Peace and Security Issues’ - the annual King Hussein
Memorial Lecture in Cultural Dialogue 2016 given by
Professor the Hon Gareth Evans AC QC FASSA FAIIA.
In 2014 the first ever UK festival dedicated to the humanities
was established. The IAS was a key member of the steering
group that founded this new and innovative national Festival,
Being Human which was led by the School of Advanced
Study (SOAS) and University of London, in partnership with
the Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) and the
British Academy. Following the success of the first festival,
it returned across the UK in the autumn of 2015. Over 100
organisations took part including Durham University as one
of many lead organisations.
The Music of Light, a public workshop and poster exhibition,
supported by the IAS and the Institute of Physics, showcased
research into understandings of light from the middle ages
to modern science. Participants explored the creation of

Overview

colours, sent messages along a light beam and experienced
a simulation of light being bent by the gravity of their own
bodies. Alongside modern science, historical understandings
of light were presented, especially the world of Robert
Grosseteste (d.1253). The daylong workshop featured
the work of the Ordered Universe Research Project, whose
members explained the richness of collaboration between
medievalists and modern scientists.

The workshop was followed by a concert and explored
the theme of light in music, and its connections to other
expressions of the phenomenon and power of light. A
premiere of local composer Janet Graham’s new work,
The Light, was featured, as well as short pieces by Bach,
Rachmaninov, Handel and others. The musical journey
from the Renaissance to contemporary society was
introduced with reflections on the ways in which music and
physics share in a deep creative common structure, why
light inspired so much wonderful music through the ages
and whether music even help communicate some of the
properties of light that physics helps us to understand. The
local chamber choir, the Durham Singers, also collaborated
on this successful event.

See all previous speakers in Annual King Hussein Memorial Lecture in Cultural Dialogue series
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Other Events

As part of its decennial celebrations, on the evening of June
23rd a date historical for both the IAS and the UK – though of
course the latter for altogether different reasons – the IAS, its
friends and collaborators, alumni, former IAS fellows, donors,
academics, policy makers, and members of both Houses of
Parliament, came together to celebrate ten years of operation
and to launch the book written by the IAS Directors and guest
contributors, Transforming The Way We Think.
Collaborators including Durham scholars, former Fellows and
guest scholars from several of the thematic years presented
some of the exciting results of their work, including: The
Ordered Universe, Hearing the Voice and Biofuels, Science
and Society.

Overview

32 | 33

As a continuation of the decennial activities, the
Institute organised a major international conference on
interdisciplinarity, Evidence On Trial: weighing the value
of evidence in academic enquiry, policy and everyday life.
Attended by over 100 participants, and offering more
than 15 panel sessions over two days, the conference
brought several former IAS Fellows back to Durham, from
locations including Australia and North America. Opened
with a keynote from former IAS Fellow and world-renowned
scientist Professor Monica Grady CBE, she looked outwards
into the cosmos for extra-terrestrial life, and concluded that
there was no definitive evidence demonstrating its existence.
However, the door was left open to finding such evidence.
Day two’s keynote from former IAS Fellow and anthropologist
Professor Penny Harvey focused on evidence of material
vitality through exploration of concrete. The diverse panels
and roundtables ranged across topics as diverse as evidence
for the efficacy of psychotherapeutic analysis; the evidence
of sentience in non-human beings and its implications for
their use in scientific experiments; the intangible evidence
of intangible heritage; and the ways in which Institutes of
Advanced Study can foster the bringing of evidence together
in interdisciplinary collaborations.

Overview

Designed to assist cross-disciplinary communication
and support collaborative interdisciplinary research, two
additional workshops were organised by the IAS during the
year. Devised by IAS Executive Director, Professor Veronica
Strang, in collaboration with Professor Sandra Bell in
Anthropology, the workshop involved IAS Fellows,
collaborators and Durham researchers. Navigating
Interdisciplinarity focuses upon the challenges and
opportunities offered by interdisciplinary research. The
workshop reflected upon different conceptual approaches
and models; different languages; different kinds of data
and forms of analysis, and different kinds of outputs
across the disciplinary spectrum. Through the use
of anthropology’s expertise in cultural translation, the
workshop considers how interdisciplinary collaboration
can be fostered effectively.

Outputs (Activities)

Evidence Synthesis by Building a Case
Two papers submitted for publication; grant proposal in
development.
Talking therapies: evidence and evaluation
One paper forthcoming; re-envisaging of research questions
and methods for the research to be undertaken in the
ERC-funded Knowledge for Use project.
Evidence of Animal Minds: an interdisciplinary symposium
Development of a network across several disciplines
(experimental psychology; evolutionary biology; anthropology;
philosophy; history; visual culture).
Accessing the Past: evidence of artefacts conference
Re-established the Artefacts Research Group (Archaeology);
and acted to create an underpinning network for future
activities of the Group.
Ghosts: the evidence of spirits
Contract with Routledge for co-edited collection, Ghostly
Encounters: Cultural and Imaginary Representations of
the Spectral from the Nineteenth Century to the Present;
possible Leverhulme Fellowship application (2020).
Evidence in Textual Production, Transmission and Reception
Edited volume with Bloomsbury (expected winter 2018/19).

The Importance of Context: evidence, values and assumptions
in public health policy
Related paper at the IAS Evidence conference; and paper
‘Neoliberal epidemics: how neoliberalism threatens health,
and how to fight back,’ at the 2016 Healthcare Priorities
2016 conference; possible grant application.
Cutting-edge Computation and Scientific Evidence
Possible submission to the Templeton foundation.
Establishment of interdepartmental relationships.
What Can we Learn about the Mind from Brain Imaging
Evidence?
Developed new collaborative network; increased in
international and national visibility of the Durham University
Neuroimaging Centre and neuroimaging research.
Museums, Knowledge and Visual Evidence
Lasting relationships were made between different parts
of the University and museums; formation of regional
strategic partnerships with several external speakers.
Use of scientific and modelling evidence in public and
commercial policy
Collaboration between Durham and UK Energy Research
Centre on a technical tutorial workshop on managing
uncertainty in energy systems modelling, and a follow
up workshop in London.
Keeping Watch in Babylon: the astronomical diaries
between science and history
Edited volume with Brill (forthcoming).
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People
During 2015-16 the IAS hosted

19 distinguished Fellows from 19
universities, research institutes and
organisations in 6 countries.

Between October 2015 and March 2016, 19 Fellows from
the UK, US, Canada, Europe, and Australia spent three
months at the Institute of Advanced Study. During their
stay they pursued defined programmes of research, writing,
and creative work relating to and enriched by the Evidence
theme. They presented seminars and lectures to groups
within Durham University and to the general public, and
forged on-going collaborations and partnerships with Durham
academics and research teams.
Feedback from Fellows’ about their stay in Durham is always
exceptionally positive and many have returned to Durham or
plan to do so in the future and to continue the collaborations
that started or were strengthened during the Fellowship.

People

‘The IAS itself is a great idea and serves a valuable
purpose as a node to encourage and facilitate
interdisciplinary work.’

‘The IAS is an excellent forum – works well in
bringing together a group of scholars and also
as a means of connecting with the departments.’

Professor Brian Belcher
Royal Roads University
Hatfield College

Professor Jessica Brown
University of St Andrews
Van Mildert College

The focus of Brian Belcher’s Fellowship was a literature
review and a significant amount of writing including
several articles and a chapter. The Fellowship afforded the
opportunity to spend time reading, thinking and planning the
next phases of his research. He also took advantage of the
opportunity to learn more about the UK Research Excellence
Framework (REF), which has many parallels with his work.
This led to his participation in the IAS Evidence conference
in July 2016 and a pre-conference workshop, and a
roundtable session at the conference itself.

Philosopher Professor Jessica Brown conducted investigation
into the nature of evidence and in particular the relationship
between one’s evidence and one’s knowledge during her
IAS fellowship. She worked on several chapters for her now
published book, Fallibilism: Evidence and Knowledge.

Professor Brian Belcher

Professor John Brewer
California Institute for Technology
Ustinov College
The Eli and Eyde Broad professor of Humanities and Social
Science, John Brewer’s Fellowship had two main aims: to
work on his project on art connoisseurship and evidence,
and secondly to continue to work on a project on Vesuvius,
the buried cities and Naples in the eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries.

Professor John Brewer

Dr Zoë Crossland
Columbia University
Hatfield College
Anthropologist Dr Zoë Crossland’s research concerns the
historical archaeology of Madagascar, and on forensic
archaeology and evidential practices around human remains.
Her IAS Fellowship focused on the production of the forensic
corpse, and how forensic evidence of the dead is conceived
and composed in the US and UK. Much of her time was
spent developing chapters for her forthcoming book, Corpse
Life. She was also able to forge networks with colleagues in
Durham working on related issues at Durham, particularly in
the department of Archaeology, Anthropology and the School
of Medicine and Health.

Brian Belcher
John Brewer
Jessica Brown
Zoë Crossland
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‘I am truly inspired by the experience and I have
brought home with me a firm conviction that
interdisciplinarity is more than a buzzword.’
Professor Barbara Dancygier

‘The whole experience was seamless really. I had lots
of time to write and read but also many wonderful
conversations with scholars both in and outside my
area of expertise.’
Professor Heather Douglas

Professor Barbara Dancygier
University of British Columbia
College of St Hild and St Bede

Dr David Dryden
University of Edinburgh
St John’s College

Professor Dancygier’s time in Durham allowed her to come to
a resolution of a rather important dilemma - what constitutes
evidence of mental processes and conceptualizations,
in the context of multimodal communication. She spent
significant time developing two guest-edited journal issues
on multimodality. She also worked on a monograph on
multimodal communication.

David Dryden works at the boundaries between biology,
chemistry and physics. His Fellowship allowed him to work
on four projects: allostery and molecular dynamics; exploring
sequence space; eEvolution of a DNA mimic; and Type I
restriction enzymes of Staphylococcus aureus. In particular,
the Fellowship afforded the opportunity to write, and the
interaction with his cohort of Fellows and other Durham
scholars positively influenced and affected his thinking.

Professor Heather Douglas
University of Queensland
Collingwood College
Heather Douglas is a Professor of Law at the T.C. Beirne
School of Law at UQ. Her research is broadly in the criminal
justice field. Her Fellowship allowed her to write up work
undertaken as part of the Australian Feminist Judgments
Project, as well preparing several additional articles on legal
systems abuse in the context of domestic violence. Her links
with Durham’s gender and the law network (GLAD) were
particularly fruitful.

Dr Matthew Eddy
Durham University
Matthew Eddy specialises in the scientific and the
intellectual culture of Britain and the British Empire from the
Enlightenment to World War I. His Fellowship focused on
the evidence used to reconstruct and analyze the everyday
experiences of 18th and 19th century childhood. More
specifically, it examined the kinds of scientific evidence that
was used to make laws which regulated the lives of children.

Barbara Dancygier
Heather Douglas
David Dryden
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‘I benefited greatly from being a fellow; I found
it a marvellous experience. The intellectual and
interdisciplinary richness, the range of perspectives
and impressive characters among the fellows and
staff has been very stimulating.

‘It is a superbly well-conceived and well-run program
that strikes just the right balance between scholarly
discipline and intellectual exploration, between high
expectations and the pleasures of serendipity.’

Professor Heike Egner
Alpen-Adria University Klagenfurt
St Mary’s College

Professor Ted Gup
Emerson College and Boston College
St Cuthbert’s Society

Heike Egner is Professor of Geography and Regional Studies
and has a strong interest in the interrelations of society,
humans and their environments, based on the theoretical
grounds of second-order systems theories, complexity theories
as well as theory of observation. She used the Fellowship to
focus on the question of observation, evidences and causes
in the Anthropocene. She engaged with a wide variety of
scholars at Durham, which exposed her, in particular, to some
disciplines she may not have engaged with otherwise.

Renowned author and journalist Professor Ted Gup examined
the changes in political discourse focusing on what he
perceived to be a fundamental change from a fact-based
culture to an argument-based culture, both in the US and
abroad. The IAS Fellowship had a material and dramatic
impact on his research. His interaction with the IAS cohort
redirected his research and challenged his assumptions.

Professor Ted Gup, Emerson and Boston Colleges

Professor Heike Egner, Alpen-Adria University Klagenfurt

Professor James Gardner
University of Texas at Austin
Van Mildert College
James E. Gardner is a Professor of Geology in the Jackson
School of Geosciences. His research broadly aims to
understand the causes and consequences of explosive
eruptions of volcanoes. His Durham research focused
on collaboration with Dr Ed Llewellin (Earth Sciences) to
incorporate ideas about fluid dynamical modelling into the
context of understanding both experimental and natural data of
volcanic eruptions. He also was able to examine the record of
crystallization and cooling preserved in lava flows.

Professor Penny Harvey
University of Manchester
Josephine Butler College
Social anthropologist Professor Penny Harvey’s productive
fellowship saw her pursue four overlapping projects, all
concerned with the relationship between material and
political formations. Questions of expertise, uncertainty and
the limits of planned intervention are central to her interests.
Her engagement with the other Fellows shaped the kinds of
questions that she was able to ask about evidence. Professor
Harvey particularly valued the opportunity to engage with the
ways in which natural scientists and philosophers of science
addressed questions of evidence.
Heike Egner
James Gardner
Ted Gup
Penny Harvey
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‘The IAS’ modus operandi has encouraged me to think
much more broadly about my work and how it
speaks to other traditions and disciplines.’
Dr Jon Hesk

‘The Fellowship was one of the most intellectually
enriching experiences of my career. Being at the IAS
encouraged me to think more carefully about the
potentialities of interdisciplinarity.
Professor Claire Langhamer, University of Sussex

Dr Jon Hesk
University of St Andrews
Trevelyan College

Dr David Macarthur
University of Sydney
University College

Dr Jon Hesk is a specialist in the literature and cultural history
of archaic and classical Greece whose IAS Fellowship focused
on his third monograph, provisionally entitled Decision-making
and evidence in Archaic and Classical Greece: an archaeology
of intellectual and discursive virtue. The IAS and its atmosphere
allowed him to develop the cross-disciplinary aspects of his project
and supported the framing of his work. He strengthened links with
members of Durham’s department of Classics and Ancient History.

Philosopher David Macarthur researches in the areas of
contemporary pragmatism, skepticism, liberal naturalism,
the continuing relevance of Wittgenstein’s thought in resisting
scientistic attacks on ordinary life, and the philosophy of art
(especially architecture, film and photography). He used his
Fellowship to explore two rationally respectable ways of acquiring
beliefs about empirical matters that are not well thought of in
terms of the traditional idea of (scientific) evidence.

Professor Claire Langhamer
University of Sussex
St Aidan’s College

Professor Tim May
University of Salford
St Mary’s College

Historian Claire Langhamer is interested in the intersections
between the social, the cultural and the emotional. The Fellowship
allowed her to develop research on the evidential status of feeling
and experience in modern Britain, and in particular, a monograph
and a research project Emotional Labour: Feelings at work in
modern Britain. The Fellowship encouraged her to consider
further the potentialities of interdisciplinarity. Engagement with
members of the Department of History will continue.

Professor Tim May’s research focuses on issues relating to
knowledge, governance and policy-making, as well as effective
knowledge exchange processes for university-city interactions.
He focussed on two specific book projects: an interrogation of the
relationship between reflexivity and knowledge in social research;
and an examination of relations between the development of
cities and the knowledge economy (both now published).
Jon Hesk
Claire Langhamer
David Macarthur
Tim May

People

‘My experience while in Durham was truly
wonderful. IAS was a superb venue for work. I only
wish I could have stayed longer (or perhaps return!).’
Dr Jacob Stegenga

‘This has been not only an excellent professional
experience for me, but also of great value for my
family. I will certainly be extolling the virtues of this
program, and Durham University more generally,
when I return to Australia.’
Professor George Williams AO

Dr Jacob Stegenga
University of Victoria
Trevelyan College
Jacob Stegenga is a philosopher of science whose
research includes methodological problems of medical
research, conceptual questions in evolutionary biology,
and fundamental topics in reasoning and rationality. Dr
Stegenga completed his book project, Medical Nihilism
(now published). Not only did the Fellowship enhance his
appreciation of a variety of disciplinary modes of thought,
but also afforded the opportunity to engage in substantive
ways with the department of Philosophy at Durham with
attendance at reading groups and regular meetings.
Professor Carlo Vecce
University “L’Orientale” of Naples
Grey College
Renaissance Scholar Carlo Vecce specialises on the History
of Literature and Civilization. During three months in Durham
he continued research on the interaction between text and
image in Italian and European literature at the end of the

Middle Ages and in the Renaissance, and in particular on
Leonardo da Vinci’s manuscripts and books. The focus was
on textual evidence and textual authority, in the complex
period of transition from Early Modern to Modern Age, and
from manuscript transmission to the printing press. His
research on Leonardo da Vinci’s intellectual world made it
possible to outline a major research project, which will be
devoted to the virtual reconstruction of da Vinci’s Library.
Professor George Williams AO
University of New South Wales
Ustinov College
Distinguished scholar George Williams specialises in
Australian constitutional law. His main objective was an
analysis of what Australia can contribute to the ongoing
debate over the future of the UK Human Rights Act. The
fellowship facilitated the opportunity for collaboration with
Durham Law scholars and to develop his research and
thinking. It culminated in a joint publication with Alexander
Williams.

Jacob Stegenga
Carlo Vecce
George Williams
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Affiliates
The IAS administers the award of up to three annual Sir Derman Christopherson/Sir
James Knott Foundation Fellowships on behalf of the University’s Research Committee.
These Fellowships allow gifted Durham University researchers a term’s leave from
teaching, with recipients automatically granted IAS affiliate status.
Dr Alex Easton
Psychology

Professor Bennett Zon
Music

Dr Easton is a Reader in Psychology. His fellowship aimed to
develop a task of episodic memory (memory for past events)
in children that does not rely on language. Whilst this is a
unique challenge, it was an important one. The literature
suggested that episodic memory does not develop until
after the age of three, but given tests of episodic memory
typically rely on asking participants about their experiences,
the testing of younger children is confounded with language
understanding.

Bennett Zon is Professor and Director of the Durham
University Centre for Nineteenth-Century Studies and
Co-Director of the International Network for Music Theology.
Professor Zon researches long-nineteenth-century British
culture, with particular interest in the interrelationship
of music, science and theology. He used his time as a
Christopherson-Knott fellow to finish his latest monograph,
Evolution and Victorian Culture (2017, Cambridge University
Press).

The fellowship was very successful and allowed Dr Easton
to engage more closely with the Developmental Science
research group at Durham. In working with Dr Riby on the
project he engaged with several members of the research
group and their input into the design of the apparatus was
immensely helpful. This closer engagement has meant
that he is well positioned to make an ESRC application on
the work arising from the fellowship. Dr Easton has been
awarded a year-long Leverhulme Research Fellowship to
follow up this work starting May 1st 2019.

He also held a one-day conference co-hosted by the Centre
for Nineteenth-Century Studies and the Centre for Visual Arts
and Culture; a two-hour research conversation; and initiated
his next book Music, Science, Theology (Oxford University
Press, forthcoming). In addition, he completed a number of
additional publications including three chapters.

People
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Activities
The IAS sponsors a wide range of activities
aimed at bringing research to the general public.

In 2015-16 these included 2
conferences, 1 symposium, 1 seminar
series with almost 20 seminars and
14 workshops, 2 debates, 1 exhibition
and 50 public lectures.

Activities

Every year IAS support enables Durham academics to
engage in conversations and collaborative activities with
Fellows, international colleagues and policy makers. Most
importantly, these activities catalyse new ways of thinking.
They lead research and policy initiatives in new directions,
produce major publications, assist scholars in gaining grants,
and bring Durham’s research to a range of national and
international audiences.

Workshops, Seminars and Conferences

Absences, Erasures and Invisibilities in Cityscape, Landscape
and Marinescape. Workshop organised by Professor Janet
Stewart (Modern Languages and Cultures; CVAC)

Evidence from the Inside: what we can learn from witnesses
and survivors of volcanic eruptions. Seminar by Professor
James Gardner (University of Austin at Texas)

Academic Publishing in the 21st Century: opportunities and
challenges in the humanities and social sciences. Workshop
by Josie Dixon (Lucien Consulting)

Evidence On Trial: weighing the value of evidence in
academic enquiry, policy and everyday life. Conference
organised by the Institute of Advanced Study

Accessing the Past: evidence of artefacts. Conference organised
by Dr Mary Brooks (Archaeology)

Evidence Synthesis by Building a Case. Workshops organised
by Professor Nancy Cartwright (Philosophy)

At the Interface of Biology, Physics and Chemistry: the good,
the bad and the ugly. Seminar by Dr David Dryden (University
of Edinburgh)

Evidence, Art and Attribution. Seminar by Professor John
Brewer (California Institute for Technology)

Authority, Attribution and the Politics of Connoisseurship
(c.1850-1920). Workshop organised by Dr Tom Stammers
(History)
Being Human: a festival of humanities: The Music of Light.
Concert organised by Professor Tom McLeish (Physics) and
Dr Giles Gasper (History)
Being Human: a festival of humanities: The Music of Light.
Workshop and poster exhibition organised by Professor Tom
McLeish (Physics) and Dr Giles Gasper (History)
Being Human: a festival of humanities: Your Money or Your
After-life. Workshop organised by Dr Giles Gasper (History)
Catherine Malabou ‘The Evidence of Plasticity’. Workshop
organised by Dr Gerald Moore (Modern Languages and Cultures)

Evidence, Museums and Knowledge. Workshops organised by
Professor Ludmilla Jordanova (History; CVAC)
Evidence: reflecting on 10 Year’s Work at the IAS from a
Bayesian perspective. Seminar by Professor Tom McLeish
(Physics)
Evolution and Victorian Musical Culture: anti-Semitism and
Hebrew music of the most ancient nation (1864). Seminar by
Professor Bennett Zon (Music; CNCS)
From Fact to Evidence: the cost and casualties of a shift from
facts to evidence. Seminar by Professor Ted Gup (Emerson
and Boston Colleges)
Ghost Stories - The Evidence of Spirit in Photography.
Exhibition organised by Professor Mark Sandy (English
Studies) and Dr Stefano Cracolici (Modern Languages and
Cultures)

Cutting-edge Computation and Scientific Evidence. Workshop
organised Dr Wendy Parker (Philosophy)
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Historicising Emotions in the Workplace. Seminar by Professor
Claire Langhamer (University of Sussex)
In Pursuit of Excellence and Relevance: reflections on building
a university research centre. Seminar by Professor Tim May
(University of Salford)
Infrastructures of Evidential Form: challenges of partial
translation between social regimes of fact making.
Seminar by Professor Penny Harvey (University of Manchester)
Keeping Watch in Babylon: the astronomical diaries between
science and history. Conference organised by Professor
Johannes Haubold and Dr Katherine Stevens (Classics and
Ancient History)
Multiple Viewpoints and Embodied Cognition: how we
interpret multimodal artefacts. Seminar by Professor Barbara
Dancygier (University of British Columbia)
Must Evidence be True? Seminar by Professor Jessica Brown
(University of St Andrews)
Navigating Interdisciplinarity. Workshops organised by
Professor Veronica Strang (IAS) and Professor Sandra Bell
(Anthropology)
Observation and Evidence in the Anthropocene. Seminar by
Professor Heike Egner (Alpen-Adria University of Klagenfurt)
Past Information, Present Decisions, Future Outcomes. Seminar
by Professor Roland Fletcher (University of Sydney)

Activities

Predicting the Past; Using Machine Learning to Illuminate
Three Centuries of Literary History. Seminar by Professor Ted
Underwood (University of Illinois)
Prosecuting domestic violence cases: is a new offence the
answer? Seminar by Professor Heather Douglas (University of
Queensland)
Recognising Aboriginal Peoples in the Australian Constitution.
Seminar by Professor George Williams (University of New
South Wales)
Seeking Evidence of Research Effectiveness: lessons from an
international research-for-development programme. Seminar
by Professor Brian Belcher (Royal Roads University)
Talking Therapies: evidence and evaluation. Workshop
organised by Professor Nancy Cartwright (Philosophy)
The Evidence of Animal Minds. Symposium organised by Dr
Andy Byford (Modern Languages and Cultures)
The Importance of Context: evidence, values and assumptions
in public health policy. Workshop organised by Professor Linda
McKie and Professor Ted Schrecker (Applied Social Sciences)
The Invisibility of Everyday Psychology. Seminar by Dr David
Macarthur (University of Sydney)
The Library of Leonardo da Vinci: outlines of project. Seminar by
Professor Carlo Vecce (University of Naples “L’Orientale”)
The Politics of Cognition - Thinking through the Evidence
for Liberalism, Evolution and Education in Victorian Britain.
Seminar by Dr Matthew Eddy (Durham University)

Thinking Fast, Slow and Better with the Greeks. Seminar by Dr
Jon Hesk (University of St Andrews)
Toward a semiotics of forensic evidence. Seminar by Dr Zoe
Crossland (Columbia University)
Transforming the Way we Think. Book Launch organised by the
Institute of Advanced Study
Understanding Visual Evidence. Workshops organised by
Professor Ludmilla Jordanova (History; CVAC)
Water and Religious Life in the Roman and Late Antique Near
East. Workshop organised by Eris Williams-Reed
What Can we Learn about the Mind from Brain Imaging
Evidence? Workshop organised by Dr Susanne Weis
(Psychology)
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Public Lectures and Debates

A Text in Exile: Dante’s ‘Divine Comedy’, by Dr Annalisa Cipollone
(Durham University)

Evidence and Emotion: feelings at work in twentieth century
Britain, by Professor Claire Langhamer (University of Sussex)

Annual King Hussein Memorial Lecture in Cultural Dialogue:
Finding Common Ground: Negotiating Across Cultures on Peace
and Security Issues, by Professor the Honourable Gareth
Evans AC QC (The Australian National University)

Evidence and Enlightenment, by Professor Matthew Engelke
(London School of Economics)

Being Human: a festival of humanities: your money or your
after-life, by Dr Giles Gasper (History)
Can there be Intuitive Evidence? by Dr David Macarthur
(University of Sydney)

Evidence and Scepticism, by Professor Jessica Brown
(University of St Andrews)
Evidence and Victim Experience in Sexual and Domestic
Violence Cases: the approach of the feminist judge, by
Professor Heather Douglas (University of Queensland)

Cities of Knowledge and the Role of Universities: evidence
from practice, by Professor Tim May (Salford University)

Evidence for the Largest Volcanic Eruptions from the Tiniest of
Bubbles and Crystals, by Professor James Gardner (University
of Texas at Austin)

Culture and Health: what’s the evidence?, by Professor Helen
Chatterjee (University College London)

Evidence in Experimental Science, by Professor Dame Julia
Higgins, DBE FRS FRSC FREng (Imperial College London)

Defining and Measuring Research Quality in a Transdisciplinary
Context, by Professor Brian Belcher (Royal Roads University)

Evidence of the Public Good: sceptical reasoning and public
infrastructure projects in contemporary Peru, by Professor
Penny Harvey (University of Manchester)

Deliberation, Decision-making and Evidence in Classical
Greece, by Dr Jon Hesk (University of St Andrews)
Divided by a Common Language: how can words confound
the evidence, by Professor Dame Athene Donald, DBE, FRS
(University of Cambridge)
Editing Homer, by Professor Barbara Graziosi (Durham University
Embodied Shadows: sculpted memory, sensed presence,
and the third party, by Professor Douglas Davies (Durham
University)
Activities

Evidence! Evidence!: from the supernatural to the fantastic
in M.R. James and Others, by Professor Mike Pincombe
(University of Newcastle)
Evidence-based Policy: where’s the rigor when you need it?,
by Professor Nancy Cartwright, FBA (Durham University)
Fakes, Forgeries and the Turin Shroud: the scientific evidence, by
Professor Michael Tite (University of Oxford)
Fragments Shored against Ruin: reassembling ‘The Waste
Land’, by Dr Jason Harding (Durham University)

‘Ghostly Language’: Wordsworth’s ghosts and spectral
subjectivity, by Professor Mark Sandy (Durham University)
Ghostly Sightings: hauntology and spectrality in East Asian
gothic cinema, by Dr Colette Balmain (Kingston University)
Ghosts and Dickens, by Professor Simon James (Durham
University)
Ghosts and Goblins in Early Modern Japan (18th-19th centuries),
by Dr Rosina Buckland (National Museum of Scotland)

Medical Nihilism, by Dr Jacob Stegenga (University of Victoria)
Montaigne’s Essais’: the life and after life of an unfinished text,
by Professor John O’Brien (Durham University)
Reading the Sky in Antiquity, by Professor John Steele (Brown
University)
Rescuing Shakespeare: ‘King Lear’ and its Textual Contexts, by
Professor David Fuller (Durham University)

Ghosts in the City: from Baudelaire to Lydie Salvayre and Hilary
Mantel, by Professor Chris Lloyd (Durham University)

Rewriting Childhood: science, education and the graphic
foundations of knowledge, by Dr Matthew Eddy (Durham
University)

How can Societies Learn From or For Catastrophes? by Professor
Heike Egner (Alpen-Adria University in Klagenfurt)

Science on Trial: the use of scientific evidence in criminal
court, by Professor Niamh Nic Daeid (University of Dundee)

How We Make Meaning, by Professor Barbara Dancygier
(University of British Columbia)

Shaping the Word: form and content in early Gospel books, by
Professor Francis Watson (Durham University)

Human Rights in an Age of Terror, by Professor George Williams
(University of New South Wales)

Sublime Tourism, Enlightened Science, and Counter-revolution:
three versions of Vesuvius and Pompeii in the age of
romanticism, by Professor John Brewer (California Institute for
Technology)

In Conversation with Oliver Stone. Panel discussion organised
by Professor Veronica Strang and Linda Crowe (Institute of
Advanced Study) and Dr Ivana Petrovic (Classics and Ancient
History)
Lies, Damned Lies and …: Is There Such a Thing as Reliable
Evidence?. Panel Discussion with Ruth Alexander (BBC);
Lord Anthony Hughes (Supreme Court); Professor Sir
David Spiegelhalter OBE FRS (University of Cambridge and
Professor Sally Shuttleworth FBA (University of Oxford)

Textual Evidence and Musical Analysis: once more on the first
movement of Beethoven’s ‘Tempest’ sonata, Op. 31, No. 2, by Dr
Professor Julian Horton (Durham University)
Textual Metamorphosis in Leonardo da Vinci’s Manuscripts, by
Professor Carlo Vecce (University of Naples ‘L’Orientale’)
The Anthropocene: a new history, by Professor Catherine
Malabou (Kingston University)
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The Death of Facts, by Professor Ted Gup (Emerson College
and Boston College)

‘We talked about Ghosts...’: John Keats’ Shadows, by Professor
Nicholas Roe (University of St Andrews)

The Fading Evidence of Reality: Leonardo and the end,
by Professor Carlo Vecce University

What Have Restriction Enzymes Ever Done for Us? by Dr David
Dryden (University of Edinburgh

The Interplay of Evidence and Theory in Astrophysics and
Cosmology, by Professor Michael Rowan-Robinson (Imperial
College London)

What You See Depends on How You Look: time & space
in scientific imagery, by Dr Patricia Fara (Clare College,
University of Cambridge)

The Open Door: towards an ethics of the literary ghost, by Dr
Luke Thurston (University of Aberystwyth)

Wilhelminian Apparitions: ghosts and desire between science,
religion and art in the German nineteenth-century novel
from Raabe to Fritz, by Professor Nicholas Saul (Durham
University)

The Speaking Corpse: the dead body’s evidence and the
forensic imaginary, by Dr Zoe Crossland (Columbia University)
The Wild Hunt: ghosts, goddesses and witches in medieval
Europe, by Professor Ronald Hutton (University of Bristol)
Through Ghosts and Contaminations: the cases of Henry
James and Alfred Hitchcock, by Dr Michael Mack (Durham
University)
Virtual Evidence: can a computer simulation provide proof?
by Dr Sarah Harris (University of Leeds)
Wandering Nights: Scheherazade’s transformations, by
Professor Daniel Newman (Durham University)

Activities

Postgraduate Activities

Researchers of Tomorrow
One of the aims of the IAS is to engage the research
postgraduate community with its programme and its Fellows,
and to provide them with the opportunities to explore
the benefits and challenges of interdisciplinary research.
The IAS provides research postgraduates with a unique
opportunity to meet and exchange ideas with some of the
most distinguished international scholars. They have access
to a full range of activities including workshops, seminars
and lectures sponsored by the IAS.
Through IAS funding, postgraduates and early-career
researchers have the opportunity to organise and host
conferences and workshops. The IAS supported several
postgraduate events during 2015-16 including:
Psychosis, Agency, and Narrative, an interdisciplinary
workshop convened by postgraduates from the Centre for
Medical Humanities, English Studies, Modern Languages
and Cultures and Psychology. The workshop examined
the theme of lost agency from a number of disciplinary
perspectives, exploring how conceptions of agency in
different disciplines might be productively related. The
rationale behind the choice of topic was based on the fact
that instances of lost agency provide a fertile ground for
investigating how agency arises, both with regard to our own
individual sense of agency and to our ability to determine the
agency of others. On the one hand, hallucinations, delusions,
inserted thoughts and dissociation can all undermine the
intuition that we are the ones controlling our own thoughts
and actions. On the other, the way in which we engage with
narrative also appears to involve certain kinds of loss and
attribution of agency.

The IAS also continued support to the Annual Medieval and
Early Modern Student Association (MEMSA) conference, and
its tenth conference ‘Identifying Identity.’ During the two-day
conference, participants spoke about and engaged with
aspects of identity across several disciplines studying identity
in the medieval and early modern world. This included many
perspectives on identity, from e.g. orthodox and heterodox
identities in medieval Europe, to gender identity in romances
and class identity in Shakespeare. Extensive discussion
after the panels gave ample opportunity for feedback. The
key-note lectures explored the theme of Martyrdom and
identity in the legend of St Bartholomew (by Professor Andy
Beresford, Durham University) and Regionalism in Britain,
650 -1200, with many links to the present situation (by
Dr Fiona Edmonds, University of Cambridge). Conference
proceedings will be produced as a peer-reviewed journal
issue after the conference with the MEMSA Conference Chair
and two other MEMSA members functioning as editors.
Treasure in Heaven, Treasures on Earth: secular society and
material consumption in Western European Monasticism,
c. 1050-c. 1250: a conference held in late summer 2016
brought together international medieval scholars from
numerous fields to examine the various ways that monks of
the Central Middle Ages approached and interacted with the
world around them. It sought to enrich research by creating
interdisciplinary connections and boosting cross-discipline
understanding of monasticism in this period.
Water and Religious Life in Roman and Late Antique Near
East invited speakers from a variety of disciplines, including
ancient history, archaeology, anthropology and theology.
The aim of the workshop was to create a genuinely
multidisciplinary discussion forum. IAS Director, Professor
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Veronica Strang, gave the first paper of the session, followed
by a group discussion on the theme of evidence, comparing
how different disciplines use and approach evidence.
These sponsored events allow postgraduates the valuable
opportunity not only to develop key organisational skills
essential in modern academia, but also to facilitate the
exchange of disciplinary as well as interdisciplinary
knowledge and expertise: they provide the opportunity
to broaden research networks, identify common areas of
research and shared interests and importantly they facilitate
the chance to Increase awareness and interest in the
scholarly research being undertaken not only by Durham
University postgraduates but those elsewhere in the UK and
beyond.
The IAS’s support also continued with a funded daylong bespoke workshop, Writing Articles for International
Publication in Peer-Reviewed Journals in the Humanities &
Social Sciences. The workshop was designed and tailored
specifically for final year PhD candidates or beyond who
were working on a current journal article. The hands-on
format gave participants the opportunity to engage in a
variety of activities and exercises that for example, tested out
arguments against journal editors’ key criteria.
The IAS also hosted two postgraduate research feedback

Activities

sessions for the Faculty of Arts and Humanities in
conjunction with Dr Santiago Fouz Hernández, Director of
postgraduate studies in the School of Modern Languages
and Cultures. The aim of these sessions was to share good
practice and promote collaboration among postgraduate
research students across the Faculty in an interdisciplinary
setting, which afforded both academics and research
students the opportunity to meet, discuss and give oral
feedback on work-in-progress authored by postgraduate
research students. The sessions discussed the work of
two research students who introduced their work, and
then opened the session up to comment, suggestion and
questions from those in the audience.
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Outputs 2015-2016
The interdisciplinary research supported by the
IAS leads directly to

Authored Books
Edited volumes
Special issues of journals
Journal Articles
Reports for research users
Advisory documents for policy makers
Online Resources
Funding proposals

Outputs

This section includes the publications that emerged from
IAS organised activities, and IAS Fellows during 2015-16.
As well as covering the theme of Evidence publications
during 2015-16 also emerged from previous IAS themes.

Authored Books,
Collections and
Articles

1. Viewpoint and the
Fabric of Meaning:
image courtesy of De
Gruyter Mouton

2. The Cambridge
Handbook of Cognitive
Linguistics: image
courtesy of Cambridge
University Press

3. Theatre, Performance
and Cognition: image
courtesy of Bloomsbury

Belcher, B., Palenburg, M (2018) ‘Outcomes and Impacts
of Development Interventions: toward conceptual clarity’,
American Journal of Evaluation, pp.1-18.

de Mello Koch, R., Ramgoolam, S (2016) ‘Interactions as
Conformal Intertwiners in 4D QFT’, Journal of High Energy
Physics.

Belcher, B., Suryadarma, D., Halimanjaya, A (2017)
‘Evaluating Policy-Relevant Research: lessons from a
series of theory-based outcomes assessments’, Palgrave
Communications, 3:17017.

Dhanoya, T., Sievert, L., Muttukrishna, S., Begum, K.,
Sharmeen, T., Kasim, A., Chowdhury, O. & Bentley, G (2016)
‘Hot Flushes and Reproductive Hormone levels during the
Menopausal Transition’, Maturitas, 89, pp. 43-51.

Belcher, B., Rasmussen, K., Kemshaw, M., Zornes, D
(2015) ‘Defining and Assessing Research Quality in a
Transdisciplinary Context’, Research Evaluation 2015,
Oxford University Press, pp.1-17.

Douglas, HA., Chapple, K. (2016) National Family Violence
Bench Book. Melbourne: Australian Institute of Judicial
Administration.

Brown, J. (2018) Fallibilism: Evidence and Knowledge
Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Cartwright, N., Joyce, K (2018) ‘Meeting Our Standards for
Educational Justice: Doing Our Best with the Evidence’,
Theory and Research in Education, 16(1), pp. 3-22.
Dancygier, B. (2017) Cambridge Handbook of Cognitive
Linguistics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Dancygier, B., Wei-lun, L., Verhagen, L. (2016) Viewpoint and
the Fabric of Meaning. Berlin: De Gruyter Mouton.
Dancygier, B. (2016) ‘Multimodality and Theatre: material
objects, bodies and language’ in Blair, R., Cook, A. (eds.)
Theatre, Performance and Cognition. London: Bloomsbury.

Douglas, H (2016) ‘Legal Systems Abuse and Coercive
Control’, Journal of Criminology and Criminal Justice, 18(1),
pp. 84-99.
Douglas, H (2016) ‘Prosecuting Domestic Violence Cases:
protecting victims’ in The Evolving Role of the Prosecutor,
Domestically and Internationally Conference.
Douglas, H (2016) ‘Sexual Violence, Domestic Abuse and the
Feminist Judge’, Journal of International and Comparative
Law, 3(2), pp. 317-343.
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1. Reading the Flowers:
image courtesty of Arc.

Edensor, T. (2016) ‘Incipient Ruination: materiality, destructive
agencies and repair’, in Bille, M., Sørensen, T.F (eds.)
Elements of Architecture: assembling archaeology, atmosphere
and the performance of building spaces. Abingdon: Routledge.
Egner, H (2017), ‘Neither Realism nor Anti-realism: how
to approach the Anthropocene?’ in Kanzian, C., Kletzl,
S., Mitterer, J., Neges, K. (eds.) Realism - Relativism Constructivism. Berlin: de Gruyter, pp. 153-166.
Egner, H (2015) ‘Kausalität in Kärnten. Ein Essay
übergesellschaftliche Differenzierung, Entwicklungspotenziale und
und erstaunliche Bildungsblockaden’ in raumnachrichten.de
France, L. (2016) Reading the Flowers. Todmorden: Arc
Publications.
Bentley, R.A., Caiado, C.C.S., & Ormerod, P. (2014) ‘Effects
of Memory on Spatial Heterogeneity in Neutrally Transmitted
Culture’, Evolution and Human Behavior, 35(4), pp. 257-263.
Gardner, J.E., Llewellin, E.W., Watkins, J.M., Befus, K.S (2016)
‘Formation of obsidian pyroclasts by sintering of ash particles
in the volcanic conduit’, Earth and Planetary Science Letters,
459(1), pp. 252-263.
Gardner, J.E., Andrews, B.J., Dennen, R (2016) ‘Liftoff of
the 18 May 1980 surge of Mount St. Helens (USA) and the
deposits left behind’, Bulletin of Volcanology, 79(1).

2. Infrastructures and
Social Complexity: image
courtesty of Routledge.

Gardner, J.E (2016) ‘Nucleation rates of spherulites in natural
rhyolitic lava’, The American Mineralogist, 101(11), pp. 2367-2376.
Gardner, J.E., Webster, JD (2016) ‘The impact of dissolved
CO2 on bubble nucleation in water-poor rhyolite melts’,
Chemical Geology, 420, pp.180-185.
Gardner, J.E., Jackson, B.A., Gonnermann, H., Soule, S.A.
(2016) ‘Rapid ascent and emplacement of basaltic lava
during the 2005–06 eruption of the East Pacific Rise at ca.
9º51‘N as inferred from CO2 contents’, Earth and Planetary
Science Letters, 451, pp. 152–160.
Garratt, P (2016) ‘Romantic Refractions: light effects in
Ruskin’s poetry’, Romanticism, 22(3), pp. 279-288.
Harvey, P., Krohn-Hansen, C. (2018) Dislocating Labour:
anthropological reconfigurations. London: Wiley-Blackwell.
Harvey, P., Jensen, C. B., Morita, A. (Eds) (2017).
Infrastructures and Social Complexity: a companion. London:
Routledge.
Hannah, R. (2016) ‘Roman Calendar’, in Irby, GL. (ed.)
Companion to Greek Science, Medicine, and Technology.
Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell, pp. 906-922.
Hannah, R. (2016) ‘Time-telling Devices’, in Irby, GL. (ed.)
Companion to Greek Science, Medicine, and Technology.
Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell, pp. 923-939.

1. Reflexivity: image
courtesy of Sage.

2. Cities and the
Knowledge Economy:
image courtesy of
Routledge.

Heil, J (2016) ‘Truthmaking and Fundamentality’, Synthese,
11229, pp. 1-12.

Levine, R. (2016) Stranger in the Mirror: the scientific search
for the self. Princeton: Princeton University Press.

Jacquet, S.M., Brougham, T., Skovsted, C.B., Jago, J.B.,
Laurie, J.R., Betts, M.J., Topper, T.P. & Brock, G.A. (2016)
‘Watsonella crosbyi from the lower Cambrian (Terreneuvian,
Stage 2) Normanville Group in South Australia’, Geological
Magazine, 154(5), pp. 1088-1104.

May, T., Perry, B. (2017) Reflexivity - The Essential Guide.
London: Sage.

James, S.J. (2016) ‘Charles Dickens, Mental Time-Travelling
and Autobiographical Memory; in Huguet, C., Vita, P. (eds.)
Unsettling Dickens: process, progress and change. Editions
du Sagittaire, pp.33-54.

May, T. and Perry. B. 2016. The Making of Social Research:
Reflexivity and Knowledge. London: Sage.

Kanwar, N., Roberts, G.A., Cooper, LP., Stephanou, AS.,
Dryden, D.T.F (2016) ‘The evolutionary pathway from a
biologically inactive polypeptide sequence to a folded, active
structural mimic of DNA’, Nucleic Acids Research, 44(9),
pp. 4289-4303.
Langhamer, C (2017) ‘Amours, seductions et désir›. In:
Histoire des emotions, Volume 3, L’empire de l ’emotion
(1880-2013).Paris: le Seuil.
Levine, M.P. (2015) ‘Hume on Miracles: it’s part 2 that matters’
in Russell, P. (ed.) The Oxford Handbook of Hume. Oxford:
Oxford University Press, pp. 591-606.
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Insights

America and the Death of Facts: Politics and War on
Rationalism, by Professor Ted Gup
An Archive of Feeling? Mass Observation and the Mid-Century
Moment, by Professor Claire Langhamer
An Australian Perspective on the UK Human Rights Act Debate,
by Professor George Williams
Art and the Evidence of Attribution, Giovanni Morelli,
Morellians and Morellianism: Thoughts on ‘Scientific
Connoisseurship’ by Professor John Brewer
Can We Gain Evidence About Volcanic Pyroclastic Flows from
Those Who Survive Them?, by Professor James E Gardner

Reading Images, Reading Words: Visual and Textual
Conceptualization of Barriers and Containers, by Professor
Barbara Dancygier
Sexual Violence and Evidence: The Approach of the Feminist
Judge, by Professor Heather Douglas
The Fading Evidence of Reality: Leonardo and the End, by
Professor Carlo Vecce
The IPCC’s Interdisciplinary Dilemma: What Natural and Social
Sciences Could (and Should) Learn from Physics, by Professor
Heike Egner
What Have Restriction Enzymes Ever Done for Us? by Dr David
Dryden

Evidence and Scepticism, by Professor Jessica Brown
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Recordings

Can there be Intuitive Evidence? with Dr David Macarthur
Cities of Knowledge and the Role of Universities: evidence
from practice with Professor Tim May
Culture and Health: what’s the evidence? with Professor Helen
Chatterjee
Defining and Measuring Research Quality in a Transdisciplinary
Context with Professor Brian Belcher
Deliberation, Decision-making and Evidence in Classical
Greece with Dr Jon Hesk
Evidence-based Policy: where’s the rigor when you need it?
with Professor Nancy Cartwright

Evidence for the Largest Volcanic Eruptions from the Tiniest of
Bubbles and Crystals with Professor James E Gardner
Evidence in Experimental Science with Professor Dame Julia
Higgins
Evidence of the Public Good: sceptical reasoning and public
infrastructure projects in contemporary Peru with Professor
Penny Harvey
Fakes, Forgeries and the Turin Shroud: the scientific evidence
with Professor Michael Tite
‘Ghostly Language’: Wordsworth’s ghosts and spectral
subjectivity with Professor Mark Sandy
Ghosts and Dickens with Professor Simon J James

Evidence and Enlightenment with Professor Matthew Engelke
Evidence and Victim Experience in Sexual and Domestic
Violence Cases: the approach of the feminist judge with
Professor Heather Douglas

Outputs

How can societies learn from or for catastrophes?
with Professor Heike Egner
How we Make Meaning with Professor Barbara Dancygier

Human Rights in an Age of Terror with Professor George
Williams

The Speaking Corpse: the dead body’s evidence and the
forensic imaginary with Dr Zoë Crossland

Medical Nihilism with Dr Jacob Stegenga

Virtual Evidence: can a computer simulation provide proof?
with Dr Sarah Harris

Rewriting Childhood: Science, Education and the Graphic
Foundations of Knowledge with Dr Matthew Eddy
Sublime tourism, Enlightened science, and counter-revolution:
three versions of Vesuvius and Pompeii in the age of
Romanticism with Professor John Brewer

What have restriction enzymes ever done for us? with Dr David
Dryden
What you see Depends on How you Look: Time and Space in
Scientific Imagery with Dr Patricia Fara

The Death of Facts with Professor Ted Gup
The Evidence of Beauty: classical Greek history in and beyond
text with Professor Robin Osborne
The Fading Evidence of Reality: Leonardo and the End with
Professor Carlo Vecce
The Interplay of Evidence and Theory in Astrophysics and
Cosmology with Professor Michael Rowan-Robinson

Audio and video recordings form many public lectures are available at:
www.durham.ac.uk/ias/recordings
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Looking Ahead...

The Institute of Advanced Study continues to play a vital role
the University and its Faculties. It supports the University’s
aims to deliver research excellence and as it moves into its
next decade, the IAS looks forward to fostering novel and
exciting interdisciplinary research that places Durham on
both the national and international stage.

Scale: 2016-17 Theme
•

Governing Scales

•

Human Scale

•

Living Scales

•

Sustaining Scales

•

Sustaining Scales

•

Understanding and Representing Scale

To keep in touch with IAS activities, visit: www.durham.ac.uk/ias
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Directors 2015 – 2016

Professor Veronica Strang
Executive Director

Professor Robert Barton
Director

Veronica Strang is an environmental anthropologist. She
trained at the Pitt Rivers Museum in Oxford, and has
previously held positions at the universities of Oxford, Wales,
Goldsmiths and Auckland. Having been a Fellow at the
IAS in 2009, she took up her current post in Durham in
May 2012. Her research focuses on human environmental
relations and began with input into The Brundtland Report.
For the last twenty years she has focused in particular on
societies’ engagements with water. In 2000 she was awarded
a Royal Anthropological Institute Fellowship and in 2007
a UNESCO International Water Prize. Her books include
Uncommon Ground: cultural landscapes and environmental
values (1997); The Meaning of Water (2004); Gardening the
World: agency, identity and the ownership of water (2009);
Ownership and Appropriation (2010) and Water: nature and
culture (2015).

Robert Barton is Professor of Evolutionary Anthropology,
founder of Durham’s Evolutionary Anthropology Research
Group, and has been President of the European Human
Behaviour and Evolution Association. He studied Psychology
and Zoology at Bristol University and ever since has been
interested in research at the intersection of evolutionary
biology, psychology and cognitive neuroscience. His PhD
was on the behaviour of wild baboons, but these days he
works mainly on the evolutionary biology of the brain. He
was a Visiting Fellow at All Souls College Oxford in 2011,
participating in an international interdisciplinary project
on human cognitive evolution, and has recently held a
Leverhulme Fellowship to write a book on ‘Rethinking the
brain: an evolutionary approach’.

Veronica Strang
Robert Barton
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Professor Nicholas Saul
Director

Professor Martin Ward
Director

Nicholas Saul is Professor of Modern German Literature and
Intellectual History in the School of Modern Language and
Cultures. He took his PhD at Cambridge on the myth of
poesy and the philosophy of history in Novalis, and has held
posts at Cambridge, Trinity College Dublin, Liverpool and
Durham. His research focus is interdisciplinary, in particular
the interrelation of literature and science. He has written
books on intertextuality and discursive power in literature
and homiletics around 1800 and Gypsies in nineteenthcentury German literature and anthropology, and is currently
writing one on Interrogations of evolutionism in German
literature 1859-2008. He is a sometime Fellow of the
Alexander von Humboldt Foundation and Senior Research
Fellow of the British Academy, and was a Fellow of the
Internationales Kolleg Morphomata at Cologne in 2016.

Martin Ward holds the Temple Chevallier Chair of Astronomy.
He has previously held positions at Cambridge, Oxford
and Leicester, before coming to Durham in 2004. He is
an observational astrophysicist whose research interests
include black holes and quasars. He was a consultant for
the European Space Agency and is involved in the next
generation Hubble Telescope project. He is interested in
science public outreach, and has been a guest on Patrick
Moore’s The Sky at Night and Melvyn Bragg’s In Our Time.

Nicholas Saul
Martin Ward
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Administration 2015 – 2016

Linda Crowe
Institute Manager

Simon Litchfield
Assistant Administrator (COFUND)

Linda Crowe joined the Institute of Advanced Study at the
start of 2012 as Institute Manager; a multifaceted role which
sees her take responsibility for overseeing the operational
running of the Institute, its Fellowship schemes and day
to day management of administrative functions, including
supporting the Executive Director in strategic activities.
After completing her degree in German and Sociology in the
early 1990s, she moved to the North East to join Siemens.
Following more than decade working in industry, she made
the transition to Higher Education and joined Durham
University in 2008.

Simon Litchfield joined the Institute of Advanced Study in
January 2012 as Assistant Administrator (COFUND). His
primary role is the administration of the Durham International
Fellowships for Research and Enterprise (DIFeREns). After
coming to the North East in 2000 to read German and
Politics, Simon remained in the region to further his studies
before moving into the public sector.

Directions

Pauline Edmondson
Secretary
Pauline Edmondson has worked for Durham University
since 2001, and joined the Institute of Advanced Study in
2015. During her time at the University, she has worked
in several different areas, including 10 years as Training
Secretary with the HR Training Team, and more recently,
several years in an administrative role with Greenspace, the
University’s environmental and sustainability team.
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Advisory Council and Patrons 2015-2016

Chair: Professor Claire Warwick
Pro Vice-Chancellor for Research, Durham University

IAS Patrons

Sir Thomas Allen CBE
Chancellor, Durham University

Baroness Helena Kennedy QC

Professor Colin Blakemore FRS
School of Advanced Study
University of London
Professor Stuart Elden FBA
Department of Politics and International Studies
University of Warwick
Professor Miriam Leonard
Department of Greek and Latin
University College London
Professor Angela McRobbie
Department of Media and Communications
Goldsmiths University of London
Mr Jonathon Porritt CBE
Forum for the Future
Professor Marc Stears
Department of Politics and International Relations
University of Oxford
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HRH Prince El Hassan bin Talal of Jordan

Contacts

Executive Director
Professor Veronica Strang
Tel +44 (0) 191 334 4684
Institute Manager
Ms Linda Crowe
Tel +44 (0) 191 334 4686
Email: enquiries.ias@durham.ac.uk
www.durham.ac.uk/ias
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