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Welcome from the Directors 

The Institute of Advanced Study (IAS) is a is a home for growing big ideas.
 We support a broad, vibrant and inclusive interdisciplinary community
from across the spectrum of Durham academics, where different
perspectives are brought together to develop creative approaches to
interesting and important problems. At the very heart of what we do, is
our four-faculty approach, allowing scholars and practitioners to come
together and shape thinking in new, different and creative ways. The IAS
is, therefore, a natural home for ideas: their development, flourishing and
ultimate independence. 

During 2022/23 we welcomed a full cohort of Fellows to Durham, giving
them time and space to work on projects, to develop existing as well as
forging new collaborations. Fellows joined us from Australia, Canada,
Chile, Estonia, France, Germany, Malaysia, Sweden, the UK, and the US.
From the UK our Fellowship included Dr Nikita Chiu from the University of
Exeter; from Australia and the University of Melbourne Dr Christiaan De
Beukelaer and Professor Robert Hassan, and from Western Sydney
University Professor Philippa Collin; Professor Uwe Schlink from the
Helmholtz Centre for Environmental Research and Professor Margit
Fauser, Ruhr-Universität Bochum took leave from Germany to join us;
material scientist Professor Ramesh Subramaniam arrived in Michaelmas
term from the University of Malaya; and we welcomed our first ever Fellow
from Estonia, Professor Katrin Tiidenberg from Tallinn University. We
welcomed Professor of Scandinavian Studies, Stefan Brink, from Sweden.
Several Fellows travelled from the US including Geographer Dr David
Kneas from the University of South Carolina; anthropologists Professor
Elizabeth Povinelli from Columbia University and Professor Catherine
Besteman from Colby College;  political scientist Professor Jacqueline
Stevens from Northwestern University, and from the University of
California Riverside, Professor Johannes Endres. From the University of
Chile, we welcomed geographer Dr Beatriz Bustos Gallardo; Professor
Khalil Hanna from the Graduate Engineering School of Chemistry of
Rennes in France; and Professor Michael Schutz from McMaster University,
Canada and their families. 

Our 2022/23 Fellows now join a growing international College of Fellows,
which stands at more than 300 Fellows, from almost two hundred
institutions worldwide. Many IAS Fellows maintain long-lasting links with
the Institute and the University.

The IAS’s Associate Fellowship has gone from strength to strength from
its start in 2022, and now totals 50 Durham colleagues. We remain very
keen to widen our reach and develop a much broader based community,
and to support our colleagues with their interdisciplinary research and
ideas, at all levels and stages. The details our Associate Fellows are listed
in the People section of the report. 

2022/23 also saw the IAS undergo a Five-Year Review in Epiphany term.
This gave us the chance to look back and reflect upon the previous five
years, but more importantly it allowed us to put forward a new direction
and vigour for the Institute, to build and grow our activities further, and to
add additional value to what we already do. This, for example, now
includes, offering support to colleagues who host Fellows who are not
engaged on IAS major projects, and funding even more Research
Development Projects, which we are delighted to see, are already leading
to Major Project applications, as well as reaching deeper and wider across
the University. 
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The IAS supported several projects this year ranging
from Major Projects to early nascent ideas. The Major
Projects, which included bringing several Fellows to
Durham, were: The Politics of Credibility which
explored how credibility is constructed in the asylum
process; Opportunities in Pollution which considered
the biological, physical and social impacts of pollution
on micro- organisms, plants, animals and human
stakeholders with particular reference to the Northeast
England ecosystem; and Risks to Youth and
Studenthood in Digital Spaces which looked at
students’ use of social media and why some students
develop a large following on social media and become
so-called ‘influencers’ (for full details on each project
see from page: 4). 

Several Research Development Projects also took place
such as Conversations on Machine Learning and
Conceptual Change; Absence/presence of Durham’s
Black History: exploration of institutions, archives,
students and pedagogies; Feeling political: how
intimacy and everyday life make political identities;
Interdisciplinary conversations on autism and
neurodiversity. Two Development Projects; Science and
the Media; and Syntax, Evolution, Mind and Culture
have subsequently successfully applied for Major
Project funding (2024/25). For further details see P. 13.
 As we move into the next academic year, we will
continue to support more emerging ideas, and
exploratory and development work with our colleagues
(for further detail see Looking Ahead).

Our IAS newsletter, Transformations, was published at
the start of each term with updates about our projects -
both future and past - as well as connecting with our
previous IAS Fellows. It continued to highlight the large
variety of events we organise, support or host, and
ways in which colleagues can connect with our work
and with our people.  

We also welcomed the return of Professor Karen
Johnson to the IAS as Co-Director for Science. Karen
temporarily covered this role in 2018/19, and we were
delighted to see that she wanted to come back and
continue her interdisciplinary journey, and

 time on a much longer term, and continue with the
excellent work she started. Professor Gretchen Larsen
also joined the team as Co-Director for the Faculty of
Business. With Co-Directors from across all four
faculties we now have a comprehensive, supportive,
and coherent team supporting Durham’s research
culture.

As we now look toward to the next academic year,
2023/24, we will welcome another full cohort of Fellows
to the Institute, and hopefully relegate the post-
pandemic challenges of bringing an international
Fellowship to Durham, firmly in the past. 

We will support the following Major Projects next year:
Understanding Offence which explores ‘Offence’ as a
phenomenon which is involved in giving and taking
offence, and the challenges for society in attempting to
regulate offensive speech and behaviours.  

Abusing Antiquity will investigate the colonisation of
the classical past by a spectrum of political  forces, with
a focus on neo-Nazi and white-supremacist groups in
the UK and Europe; and Justice and Artificial
Intelligence will examine the legal and ethical issues of
injustice within surveillance-cum-recognition and
automated decision-making technologies. A further
small project will also run in Michaelmas term: In
Absence of Others which considers managers’
experiences when working alone, and the daily
consequences of hybrid working solitude and loneliness
on their daily leader identity.
Our community and hub in Cosin’s Hall continues to
provide much needed independent space, including
hot-desking facilities to our collaborators and Associate
Fellows, and support to our visiting Fellows. The
significant investment made to our technology allows
us to offer first-class hybrid facilities, and our relaxing
Common Room lends itself particularly well to informal
discussions and exchanges, as well as much needed
social interactions and events. 

Our visiting Fellows continue to enjoy office space
within University College (Castle), and the IAS
appreciates the ongoing and enjoyable collaboration
with Professor Wendy Powers and her College team. 
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Overview

Risks to Youth
and
Studenthood in
Digital Spaces
Led by Professor Mariann
Hardey (Marketing and
Management) and Dr Rille
Raaper (Education), this
project sought to understand
how and why some students
grow large ‘followings’ on
social media platforms, and
become what is known as
‘influencers’.  A unique project,
it is one of the first attempts to
understand student influencers
and has a potential to become
a landmark study, with impact
for institutional and national
policy initiatives around young
people and online safety.

Ahead of the project year in 2021/22, considerable preliminary work was
undertaken to prepare the project, including collaboration with Dr Samar
Aad (Assistant Professor from Lebanon American University). Beginning in
Epiphany term 2023, the team organised a series of activities placing
emphasis on narratives and the student lifecycle. Research, including
interviews, was conducted with UK student influencers, who had social
media followers ranging from small numbers, e.g a few hundred to
influences with more than a million follower, and the team have begun to
identify the competing narratives that shape student identities within
these spaces. Data was assessed and weekly project meetings held. Six
events were held including two in collaboration with and at Hatfield and
Trevelyan Colleges (both of whom hosted IAS Fellows) delivering student
centred workshops to discuss both the risks and opportunities associated
with students’ use of social media. These were delivered with the support
of the projects’ visiting IAS Fellows. Three other student-facing events
took place, as well as a weekly programme for the Fellows, and a
showcase event of the projects’ initial findings with the media culture lab
at the University of York to build the profile of the project, and to facilitate
more interest and engagement with it. The research has found that
students’ use of social media involves extensive reflexivity and decision-
making, where dissatisfaction and conflicts exist between the influencer
and community; market values and education, and authenticity and self-
interest. The project produced significant data which is undergoing a
digital ethnography, and which – it is envisaged - will provide material for
publication. One paper on authenticity and risk has been drafted already. 

Caption: image courtesy of Gerd Altman (Pixaby)

Engaging not only with academics, but also with students and impact and
policy makers, the interdisciplinary focus of the project allowed the team
to develop a new interdisciplinary academic direction for research.
Involving sociological and anthropological perspectives around identity
construction and community building, business and marketing work on
monetisation of digital spaces and digital studies on the visual
presentation of the self and authenticity, additional disciplines came
together including Education, Computer Science, Psychology, and English
Studies, and there is now continued momentum, and the groundwork is
now being set for an application for a  large-scale funding application
(Leverhulme) focusing on the projects’ wellbeing and mental health
stream. 

The project involved a number of interest groups and individuals who had
a significant role in shaping the project and its outcomes, including several
pivotal visiting IAS Fellows, such as Professor Katrin Tiidenberg from
Tallinn University who supported the analysis of interviews and the social
media content, conceptual frameworks, and future funding applications. 
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While Professor Tiidenberg’s Fellowship offered the
opportunity to work and think with other scholars, and
engage with the themes/research within her usual
academic sphere of social media practices, visual
cultures etc., it also gave rise to one of the aims of the
IAS - to foster interdisciplinary conversations - and in
this case about the nature of academic work,
epistemological presumptions, and methods.  

By bringing a diverse cohort of Fellows together, an IAS
fellowship offers visiting Fellows the chance to broaden
their networks, and foster new collaborations, and for
Professor Tiidenberg her Fellowship has led to a new
collaborative project with IAS Fellow, Dr David Kneas
from the University of South Carolina, who was a Fellow
participating on another IAS Major Project,
Opportunities in Pollution. Cross fertilisation between
projects often takes place at the IAS, and together they
have begun a project regarding representations and
visual cultures of seaglass on social media and on multi-
sited ethnographic fieldwork methods. Together they
are currently working on a conference presentation and
plan to co-write two papers. Other Fellows, who were
not related to the Digital Youth project, also actively
engaged with it and its activities including IAS Fellow
Professor Margit Fauser (Ruhr University Bochum),
who primarily attended the IAS to participate in the
Major Project, The Politics of Credibility, and Dr Beatriz
Bustos Gallardo (University of Chile) who provided
input and feedback on how the project findings could
apply to Chilean contexts. 

The project also benefited from the knowledge of
Durham’s first ever Sir Harry Evans Global Fellow in
investigative journalism, Waylon Cunningham, who
gave invaluable media engagement and strategy
advice. The Sir Harry Evans Global Fellowship in
Investigative Journalism is part of a new program
honouring celebrated British-born journalist, editor and
author Sir Harry Evans, one of the pioneers of modern
investigative journalism. Sir Harry (1928-2020) was an
undergraduate at University College (Castle) and was
the internationally celebrated editor of The Sunday
Times. The Fellowship launched in Sir Harry’s honour is
designed to give promising early-career journalists the
opportunity to develop rigorous, fact-based reporting
skills. The Fellow is supported by the IAS while they are
in Durham, and this Epiphany term, we were thrilled to
have Waylon in our community, and he was resident at
South College. He gave an excellent talk in Durham on
the pursuit of truth, and symbiotic relationship between
academia and journalism. 

With Professor Tiidenberg, the PIs will co-write
two articles including also the project Fellows
Professor Philippa Collin (Western Sydney
University) and Professor Robert Hassan
(University of Melbourne). 

From the University of Western Sydney, Fellow
Professor Philippa Collin, also connected with the
department of Education, in addition to her
collaboration on the Digital Youth project, giving
a seminar in department. She also contributed to
the project workshop in Hatfield College and gave
a public lecture in the IAS on student climate
action, and a seminar paper. The Fellowship also
gave her the freedom to advance her research. As
well as the above planned papers, Professor Collin
has had five chapters accepted. 

The Digital Youth project benefited from a third
Fellow, Robert Hassan, Professor of Media and
Communication at the University of Melbourne. 
A leading figure in his field and an
interdisciplinary scholar by nature, he was able to
bring his scholarship on politics, temporality,
globalisation, capitalism, identity and digitality to
bear on the project. 

His Josephine Butler College lecture, ‘The
Revenge of the Analog: or why you really want
that fifty quid vinyl copy of ‘Dark Side of the
Moon’’ argued that the current trends for
nostalgic products, such as vinyl and analogue
technology, have little or nothing to do with
nostalgia, rather they have much more to do with
a lack of connection with an increasingly digital
reality. 

Momentum on this exciting project will continue
into the future, and in the first instance with the
data evaluation and co-writing. Additional
collaboration with researchers and expertise will
need to follow. 

 ‘It was a particularly rare joy to have the space
and the freedom to engage with the other fellows,
to go to their lectures and seminars, to spend
time with them socially. It reinvigorated my
enthusiasm for the academic career and
nourished my intellectual curiosities, for which I
am extremely grateful. Further, as mentioned
above, such an interdisciplinary set up and the
size of our group allowed for finding surprising
shared interests in terms of methodological
preferences and practices.'
Professor Katrin Tiidenberg (Tallinn University)
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The Politics of Credibility 
This project cast fresh light on the politics of credibility
that underpin asylum decision making regimes in the
UK and across Europe (Greece, Cyprus, Germany and
Italy). Since the project began momentum has steadily
built and a cohesive Durham network, including ECRs,
 has been formed. Led by Professor Elisabeth
Kirtsoglou (Anthropology) and Professor Olga
Demetriou (Government and International Relations)
and involving colleagues from Anthropology; Sociology;
Geography; Psychology; Law; Philosophy; and
Government and International Affairs, the project
focussed firstly on the politics of refugee reception and
their connections and disconnections from the legal
procedures of asylum, and then on the politics of
credibility in asylum procedures and the processes and
structures that develop around them. Discussion topics
included cross-disciplinary perspectives on political
landscapes of reception, and political mobilisation
around reception sites, as well the current legal
safeguards of protection.

The research will support the foundations of a funding
proposal, e.g., to ESRC or similar. In addition, there is
potential for policy translation brought about by its
engagement with NGOs and INGOs, and impact
pathways of this topical and timely research. 

For Lead Investigator Dr Olga Demetriou (Government
and International Affairs), it was her first time
connecting to and engaging with the IAS, and in
particular with communities that would not normally
‘speak’ to one another. This is the essence and beauty
of an IAS project and the support provided by the IAS:
its ability to community build and bring together – in
meaningful ways – disparate and broad disciplinary
areas, and fostering and brokering conversations and
activities leading to exciting new outputs. 

Professor Kirtsoglou and Professor Demetriou were
joined by leading anthropologist, Professor Catherine
Besteman (Colby College) who acted as a project
advisor, and whose research focuses on the intersection
of race, mobility, security, neoliberalism and carcerality.
While in Durham, and in addition to her collaboration
with the project, she continued research in the area of
parole, criminal legal system reform, and second
chance/second look legislation (in Maine, USA). She
also completed a co-authored piece, ‘A Restorative
Pathway to Decarceration and Abolition’ which will be
serialised in a local news magazine in Colby, and that
will become the basis for a forthcoming short book.

Having the opportunity to engage with Fellows from
different areas of scholarship and with different
standpoints led to a partnership with IAS Fellow
Professor Jacqueline (Jackie) Stevens and their
different understandings of  - and relationship to - the
US legal system. Together, they are working on a short
book project based on their different views on race and
racial reparations and these conversations. 

Outside of her work on the Credibility project, she was
also introduced to the work of Durham colleagues who
were also involved in research into incarceration and
education, and she was able to visit the ‘Think Tank’ at
Durham’s Frankland prison, which was transformative
for her thinking about the Colby Across the Walls prison
education programme, which she leads. She will
continue to collaborate with Dr Kate O’Brien
(Sociology).

Professor Besteman’s Fellowship was highly productive
Fellowship, and saw her give ten talks/papers during
her stay in Durham.

Political theorist and founding director of the
Deportation Research Clinic, Professor Jacqueline
Stevens from Northwestern University, was the second
IAS Fellow and a core member collaborating on the
Credibility project, where she advised the team on
protocols for obtaining government data.  

Professor Stevens’ engagement and discussions with
colleagues in the Law School was particularly beneficial
in understanding the difference between prison
litigation processes in the US and UK. Time in Durham
allowed further time to review and understand more
deeply research on European Union and British based
sovereignty and globalization. 

During her Fellowship she wrote and published an
essay, ‘Solidarities of Citizenship’, for a special issue on
Engin Isin Being Political, which is now published (see
Page 17).

The third IAS Fellow to collaborate on this project was
Professor Margit Fauser from the Ruhr University
Bochum. Her ongoing research - including while in
Durham - is a project around urban border space and
its theoretical conceptualisation. This work helped to
support the collaboration through shared learning
particularly in relation to the key issues and challenges
around refugees and asylum in the politics and research
fields in Germany, the UK, Greece and Cyprus, countries
which are the focal points of the Credibility project.
Professor Fauser will remain connected to the project
as a special advisor.  Her research on urban border
space will lead to a Special Issue to be published with
Ethnic and Racial Studies.  Professor Fauser, along with
Professors Besteman and Stevens will sit on the
projects’ Advisory Group, and all three Fellows will be
involved in the grant application which is planned soon.

Visiting Scholar, Dr Martina Tazzioli (Goldsmiths,
University of London) also participated in the final
project workshop, and going forward she will act as a
Co-I for the Italian strand of the project. Professor
Fauser will act as a Co-I for the German strand.  

Other project outputs include a project blog and plans
are underway investigate the possibility of co-
publishing on the new European Agenda on Migration
and more specifically on a new ‘country solidarity’
scheme that is currently discussed at EU level in the
hope of addressing the major weaknesses of the Dublin
Regulation. 
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______________________________

Opportunities in Pollution 
Bringing together the Faculties of Science, Social Science and Humanities,
this project combined the expertise of its leaders, Dr Kim Jamie, a
sociologist of science and technology, medicine and health from the
Department of Sociology, and biophysicist Dr Margarita Staykova, with
colleagues from across the University with interests in pollution including
from Earth Sciences, Geography, Anthropology, Biological Sciences,
Engineering, Philosophy and Chemistry to look at the biological, physical
and social impacts of pollution on plants, animals, microorganisms and
humans in the North-East and to support the development of a holistic
and multispecies understanding of it. Dr Jamie led on materiality, and Dr
Staykova considered how living organisms change in different conditions,
such as in polluted conditions.

Bringing together a diverse interdisciplinary group of scholars and
practitioners with different approaches has facilitated the creation of a
strong and sustainable network around shared interests on this area of
pollution.  

Dr David Kneas (University of South Carolina) was the primary Fellow
involved in this project for the full term.  In additional to his collaboration
on this project, his Fellowship also involved ethnographic research on
mudlarking on the Thames in London and beachcombing for sea glass in
other parts of the UK and in the US, which will continue into 2024, with
outcomes including a series of articles in anthropology, geography, and
environmental studies journals, and a book.

Dr Kneas also began new ethnographic research about beachcombing for
sea glass, focusing on the local area of Seaham and nearby beaches along
the Durham coastline. This research analyses beachcombing as a process
of identity formation, place-making, and community network building. He
gave a related IAS public lecture to a full house focussing on the making
of Seaham’s sea glass as a resource, and how Seaham has become a place
of personal meaning and significance for the local beachcombers.

Additional participants were involved in this project from outside Durham
University who helped to support network building around multispecies
expertise, including from Imperial College London; Oxford University,
Edinburgh University, the University of Arizona, HBBE, York University, and
Newcastle University. 

Seaham provided the backdrop
to one of two walkshops which
were organised and held by
the Pollution project. These
walkshops were collaborative
walks, bringing academic and
community members together
into the polluted landscapes
within the North-East, framing
discussions in a sensory
engagement with the different
impacts of pollution on the
local environment. The first
was to Blast Beach (Seaham), a
former industrial dumping
ground from regional mining
activities, to explore the legacy
of pollution in the area and its
impacts on the beach, to look
at natural evolution of the
coastline, and the
transformation of the beach
into a beaty spot with millions
of pounds of investment in
environmental improvements.
The second walk was to
Westgate in Weardale and to
Middlehope Burn Slitt Mine and
the West Rigg Geotrail site,
investigating the
environmental impacts, and the
mitigation and management
measures in a heavily mined
area and its legacy. The
walkshops included several
Fellows, who were not
primarily involved in the
project, but who subsequently
engaged and continue to
engage with it, including
Professor Khalil Hanna,
Professor Katrin Tiidenberg
and Professor Margit Fauser.
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(caption: image courtesy of Kim Jamie) 

The events demonstrated the clear desire and need to
work collaboratively in addressing pollution, and they
were able to build a multidisciplinary network which will
lead to holistic (re)conceptualisations of pollution
through future grants and publications. Since the
workshops and return of the Fellows, there has been
further impetus including grant application activities,
including a Leverhulme Doctoral training centre, and an
application for over £2million to the UKRI for its
‘Resilient UK coastal Communities and Seas’ call with
colleagues from Geography, Biosciences Law, Earth
Sciences, and Archaeology (ROCCoCo: Resilience of
Cleveland Coast Communities). In addition, the PIs have
supported a successful SRF application from Professor
Karen Johnson (Engineering) on Soil health. 

The project benefited from having Elizabeth (Beth)
Povinelli (Columbia University), renowned professor of
anthropology and gender studies, join the project in
March 2023 for one month.  In addition to her project
collaboration, she gave a film screening of Karrabing
Films ‘Mermaids, or Aiden in Wonderland’ (2018), an
IAS/College public lecture, an IAS seminar, as well as a
lecture and postgraduate workshop in the department
of Geography. 
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Other Collaborations

In addition to the IAS Major Projects and their
associated Fellows, the IAS welcomed several more
Fellows to Durham to participate in research
collaborations with other members of Durham Faculty.

We were joined by distinguished and renowned
interdisciplinary scholar on Viking and medieval
Scandinavia Professor Stefan Brink (Institute of
Northern Studies, University of Highlands and Islands -
see image right) during Michaelmas term 2022.  His
research at Durham, which will lead to a major
publication, involved studying and reconstructing how
the prehistoric (i.e., pre-1100) Scandinavians perceived
their landscape. He identified and analysed illuminating
cases: sites and landscapes. His project is an attempt to
let the actual landscape, not people, “speak” to us, to
make it “reveal” its secrets of a situation circa one
millennium ago, and this approach is what he calls
‘spatial history.’ He gave a wonderfully rich talk on
'Reconstructing Early Scandinavia. People, territories
and settlements' at Stephenson College, discussing how
it is possible to identify power structures in the
landscape, legal assemblies, pagan cult sites and sacral
landscapes.  Professor Brink’s collaboration with
Professor Karen Milek (Archaeology) and participation
a seminar series on ‘Landscape’ with invited speakers
from across the UK was particularly fruitful and opened
up new networks and contacts with the potential for
new research in the near future. 

From the Helmholtz Centre for Environmental Research
at the University of Leipzig we welcomed Professor
Uwe Schlink, an interdisciplinary scholar with a
background in physics and meteorology, whose current
research focuses on the impact of and adaptation to
climate change at urban and individual level, with
particular emphasis on citizen’s behaviour. Professor
Schlink is a prolific writer and collaborator, and he
enjoyed a very productive Fellowship and was involved
in several projects. Firstly, with Dr Qing Wang
(Engineering) he began (and will continue) work on a
project which considers flux measurements on green
roofs using ultrasound acoustic instruments. Together
they are working on new techniques and are exploring
options and possibilities. 

One of the challenges faced in academic research is the
time and opportunity to consider and address research
questions and data evaluation across the life-span of a
project, and one of his objectives at Durham was to
enhance his network of contacts and to establish
cooperation. As an interdisciplinary research institute,
the IAS was a natural and ideal place to support
Professor Schlink with his endeavours, and
interdisciplinary discussions helped to foster much
broader understandings of his initial questions.

Professor Ramesh Subramaniam (Universiti
Malaya) returned to Durham, having been a
Cofund Senior Research Fellow in 2018. Returning
with his family to Ustinov College, he joined us in
Michaelmas Term 2022.  A materials scientist,
Professor Subramaniam used this time in Durham
to continue collaboration with Dr Paul McGonigal
(Chemistry) on energy storage devices for the
electrification of the transport sector, and
‘supercapattery’ - a hybrid energy storage
electrochemical device for electric/hybrid
vehicles that can bridge the high- energy storage
capability of batteries and the high-power
delivery capability of supercapacitors.
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An IAS Fellowship gives academic freedom, allowing for Fellows not only to foster collaboration, but
importantly to reinvigorate creativity, and joining us in Epiphany term 2023 to Durham to collaborate with
colleagues from the School of Modern Languages and Cultures, on a research project ‘An Interdisciplinary
History of Style’, Professor Johannes Endres (University of California, Riverside) had the very time needed
to develop, and define this interdisciplinary research project on ‘style.’ Having time to read, discover new and
important resources, helped open up avenues for his project.    Giving talks and papers while a Fellow, both
to an interdisciplinary audience in the IAS and more specialised audiences within departments, often allows
Fellows the opportunity to define, re-define their research. Professor Endres gave four talks while in Durham
and was able to benefit from such opportunities.

In recent years, the IAS has tried to widen its reach to other geographies and locations and in particular South
America and to grow collaboration,  and as such we were very pleased to welcome Dr Beatriz Bustos Gallardo
from the University of Chile who was nominated by Professor Gavin Bridge (Geography) to work on and explore
the emergent Green Hydrogen (GH) economy including understanding the conceptual approaches that critical
resource geography offers, data collation to assess the real magnitude of the GH economy, the actors, and
countries of investment and production. This included visiting the locations in the North East (Teesside) observing
the landscape and material effects GH is having in post-industrial economies in the UK. Dr Bustos Gallardo and
Professor Bridge are currently developing and co-writing a joint conceptual paper, and will develop a joint
research grant proposal. 

Professor Khalil Hanna from the School of Chemistry at Rennes University came to Durham with his family
(staying at Ustinov College) to collaborate with a number of colleagues on several projects, and firstly with
Professor Chris Greenwell, the Head of the Department of Chemistry on the hot topic of FFAS (Per- and
polyfluorinated alkyl substances), also known as ‘Forever Chemicals.’  They have published a joint paper (see P.17),
and will begin to identify funding agencies in the UK, along with their other UK based collaborators at QMUL and
the University of Cambridge.   Professor Hanna also undertook research with Professor Karen Johnson in
Engineering, Professor Greenwell and with Professor Caroline Peacock from the University of Leeds on the ‘role of
Manganese (Mn) in carbon preservation and oxygenation’, in soils and sediments, and have secured a one-year
PDRA, funded by SCS China, to support ongoing experimental work both in France and the UK. A third project
involved collaboration with Northumbrian Water Group (with Professor Greenwell) to research Mn sand for
environmental remediation. Ongoing research will take place between Professor Greenwell’s laboratory in Durham
and Professor Hanna’s laboratory in France, and a funding application will be made to the Impact Acceleration
Account in Autumn 2023.

The  interdisciplinary immersion of the Fellowship allowed Professor Hanna the chance to exchange ideas not only
within the realm of his own expertise, but also within a much broader scientific context, considering for example
both social and geopolitical contexts, which have had a direct impact on his research and future collaborations. He
gave a total of six papers including at the University of Leeds, Edinburgh and Newcastle. 
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Other Collaborations (continued)

Dr Nikita Chiu from the University of Exeter came to
Durham and Hatfield College in the autumn of 2022 to
continue work on the 2021/22 interdisciplinary Major
Project, Responsible Space Exploitation and
collaborate with its investigators, Dr James Osborn
(Physics), Dr Atanu Chaudhuri (Marketing and
Management) and Professor James Ridgway
(Education). The project seeks to strengthen the UK’s
leadership in championing the responsible utilisation of
space resources at the regional and international level.
Dr Chiu was specifically involved in the analysis of
space governance. Dr Chiu will return to Durham in
September 2023 to support Dr Osborn’s and Dr
Chaudhuri’s (and others) Science and Technology
Facilities Council funded summer school, ‘Space
Technology Applications in Science and Industry’,
specifically on sustainability. The school will consider
the status, challenges and opportunities of the space
industry.

The communication of musical emotion is one of IAS
Fellows, Professor Michael Schutz’s (McMaster
University), core long-standing areas of inquiry, and his
team specialises on applying techniques of both music
theory and experiment psychology to explore music by
historically significant composers.   With Tuomas Eerola
(Music), professor of music cognition, and renowned
scholar of musical emotion with expertise in
computational approaches to musical analysis, he drew
upon complementary strengths exploring a topic of
shared interest, and laid the groundwork for significant
ongoing collaboration.  At Durham, Professor Schutz
was able to expand beyond the exploration of musical
cues through notated music, and to develop new tools
for analyzing cues in audio files which will help him
move beyond the need for notated scores.  This will
ultimately allow the exploration of a much wider range
of music, helping to broaden the normative focus on
Western classical music within the field of music
cognition. To the best of their knowledge, their
approach exploring alignment between the algorithms
and expert theorists assessing modality in a continuous
manner has not previously been possible, and as such
this work will be extremely useful across the fields of
music cognition and music information retrieval. This
should be the start of a long-term collaboration.
Professor Schutz gave several talks while in Durham
including an extraordinary percussion performance in
the department of Music to a rapt audience.

Dr Christiaan De Beukelaer (University of Melbourne) is
an interdisciplinary scholar whose research is best
characterised as Anthropology of Policy, in that he
ethnographically explores the political economy – and
political ecology – of policymaking processes. His
Fellowship in Durham, coincided with the release of his
latest book, Trade Winds (Manchester University Press).
In addition, to launch of his book, Trade Winds, Dr de
Beukelaer also published in The Conversation (see p.
17). 

(caption: image courtesy of Dr Simone Tarsitani)

His Fellowship provided time to make significant
progress in his thinking and conceptualisation of his
current research project ‘Shipping in the Oceanic
Commons: Regulation and Prefiguration’, and to engage
with colleagues across disciplines to deepen and widen
the connections of his research to broader theories,
ideas, and insights. His collaboration with Professor Phil
Steinberg (Geography) was also strengthened.
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Other Activities
The IAS funded the first year of its Research
Development Projects, which gives support to
emerging ideas, and exploratory and development work
with our Durham colleagues, which we hope can aid the
development of early ideas and lead into major projects
in the future. We supported six projects, including: 

Conversations on Machine Learning, organised and led
by Dr Eamonn Bell (Computer Science) and Dr Alex
Campolo (Geography) began as an interdisciplinary
series of conversations on machine learning, as a
response to the significant growth in the development
of machine learning (ML), artificial intelligence (AI) and
related data sciences, which cut across the natural and
social sciences, and a growing need to recognise that
inter- cross-disciplinary collaboration was needed.   A
major motivation for this team was the speed of change
in the field, particularly as applications such as ChatGPT
saw huge interest.   An opportunity arose to ask deeper
questions about the ways machine learning might shed
light on perennial questions of knowledge, ethics, and
politics, and each conversation took the form of
dialogue between faculty in the natural sciences and
engineering and a counterpart in the social sciences
and humanists. Joined by colleagues from Modern
Languages, Geography, Computer Science, Philosophy,
among others, this exciting approach encouraged the
participants to step outside the usual academic division
of labour, where engineers and scientists develop
technologies and humanists reflect on their effects and
meanings. Conversations instead surfaced
epistemological and ethical issues at every stage;
developing and engineering these systems in fact
involves deep, if not always explicit, engagements with
ideas about society and ethics. Against “two cultures”
clichés, they found that it was difficult and not desirable
to separate scientific and engineering questions from
those involving values and judgments.  As the team
moves forward, they hope to expand the network of
scholarship in Durham with further events and
interdisciplinary research programs at the intersection
of machine learning and social thought.

‘Feeling political: how intimacy and everyday life
make political identities’ led by Dr Laura Forster and
Professor Julie-Marie Strange (History) considered
intimacy as pivotal in shaping how people understand
the world and their place within it. It brought
interdisciplinary scholars working on modern Britain
into conversation with a range of activists, exploring
how everyday intimacies – affects, encounters,
atmospheres – constitute political beliefs and actions.
Through workshops it was suggested that everyday
intimacies can be far more generative of political
conviction than ideological ‘conversion’ narratives
typically allow. These examined how bringing
‘sentiments’ (emotion, affects, affinities, bodies) into
dialogue with issues of citizenship, belonging and
‘ordinariness’ broadens our conception of political
actors and brings the historically so-called ‘apolitical’
into view. It is hoped to further build the ‘Feeling
Political’ network and to facilitate partnerships with
relevant non-HE partners, and consider possibilities for
external funding bids, as well as working towards
establishing Durham as a centre of expertise for
research on the intimate character of political identity. 

Led by Debbie Riby, Professor of Psychology and the
Co-Director of the Centre for Neurodiversity &
Development, Looking at Autism and Neurodiversity
was initiated to increase interdisciplinary conversations
and collaborations in the area of autism research. With
colleagues from Psychology, Sport & Exercise,
Education, Computer Science, Sociology, Modern
Languages & Culture, Business, and Anthropology
discussions took place during Michaelmas Term
focusing on the benefits of an interdisciplinary
approach to advancing research on neurodiversity and
autism. The event allowed overlapping research
expertise to come to light across in Durham, as well as
key themes including sensory experience,
support/intervention design, and well-being/health. A
cross-cutting priority was the lived experience and the
voice of the autistic community within interdisciplinary
research endeavours (for example through
participatory methods and co-production). There was
also a strong emphasis on the translation of research to
practice, with high quality research evidence
underpinning impact work. These conversations and
collaborations lay the way for future interdisciplinary
research endeavours across Durham. 

The Science and the Media development project, led by
Dr David Chivers (Economics) and Professor Susanne
Braun (Marketing and Management) held two
interdisciplinary workshops early into our 2022/23
academic year, involving academics at Durham and
beyond as well as wider societal partners in practice,
especially science journalists, to explore and build ideas
at the intersections of scientific evidence, media
reporting, and their influence on public policies and
behaviour. In particular, this project focussed on
statistical literacy and the communication of science,
and the ability to interpret, critically evaluate, and to
communicate statistics. Key questions for example
considered why certain groups in society valued
statistical literacy, while others found it inaccessible,
and the causes of statistical illiteracy. Speakers for
example included Dr Sophie Carr, Vice President of
Education and Statistical Literacy for the Royal
Statistical Society.  
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Building on the outcomes of this initial work, Dr Chivers
submitted later in the year, with Professor John Paul
Gosling (Mathematical Sciences), a successful
application for an IAS Major project, Humans and
Numbers, which will run in 2024/25 with visiting
Fellows, Dr Sophie Carr (see above) and Dr Sarah Sahlin
(University of Lund, Sweden).

The Development Project Absence/presence of
Durham’s Black History: exploration of institutions,
archives, students and pedagogies led by political
anthropologist Professor Nayanika Mookherjee,
historian Dr Liam Liburd and sociologist of education
Dr Sol Gamsu organised several events in Epiphany
term to build upon existing synergies emerging from
discussions within Durham’s BAME network and the
departments of Anthropology, History and Sociology,
focusing on institutions, concepts, methods across
disciplines and beyond academia to question the
known disciplinary parameters (and impact) on the
absence/presence of Durham’s ‘black’ history. The
project explored the following three questions:

What is the absence/presence of black history in terms
of Durham’s link with overseas educational institutions?
What is the absence/presence of the stories of black
students in Durham’s history and how do we teach
them? What is the absence/presence of black history in
Durham’s archives and built structures? The project
established an extensive network of Durham and non-
Durham colleagues linked to the theme and also drew
out concepts from each session. Above all, in
attempting to explore what is the absence/presence of
black history in Durham’s archives and built structures,
it carried out a walking tour of the history of the
enslaved within the Durham Cathedral. The walk was
led by a community historian and joined by Cathedral
colleagues, archivists, Durham staff and PhD students
including the PVC EDI Dr Shaid Mahmood. Carrying out
this walk for the first time with Cathedral colleagues,
has laid the solid foundations for future productive
plans for this project. Images below courtesy of
Nayanika Mookherjee.

The sixth Development Project funded by the IAS was
Syntax, Evolution, Mind and Culture led by evolutional
anthropologist Professor Rob Barton and psychologist
Professor Zanna Clay who, through a series of four
workshops, looked to exploit the critical mass
developed at Durham around the interplay of cognitive
and cultural evolution, and to extend its international
reach, and develop wider connections across disciplines
(Philosophy; Archaeology; Anthropology; Psychology;
Modern Languages and Cultures; English Studies;
Music; Computer Sciences; and Mathematical Sciences).
The overarching aim was to scope and develop an
application for an IAS Major Project, which was
submitted later in the year by Professor Barton and
Professor Clay, along with Professor Andy Byford
(Modern Languages and Cultures) and has been
successful, and will run in 2024/25. The Major Project
proposes that syntactical ability lies at the heart of
what it means to be human, and it will present a theory
with testable hypotheses about how human activities,
artefacts, cultures and aesthetic forms are created and
organised; about the specialised human capacities that
support this; about how these capacities evolved; and
about the universal processes that generate them.
Visiting Fellows will include Fellows, Professor Emeritus
Paul Armstrong (Brown University, USA), and Professor
Louise Barrett (University of Lethbridge, Canada). 

Other Events
Over the years, interdisciplinary ideas generated within
the University have been complemented and supported
by the IAS, our Fellows and other visiting scholars who
engage with us. However, this is not the only approach
the IAS takes, and this year with the Institute of Data
Science (IDAS), we came together to look at the
specific issue of ‘Computer Models, Simulations, Data
and Reality’ with a week-long schedule of full day
events with philosopher, Professor Eric Winsberg
(University of Miami), at the centre of all the activities.
The week offered perspectives on big data and
modelling of relevance to IDAS, whilst allowing the 
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value, relevance and potential of such modelling
to be considered from an interdisciplinary
perspective through the IAS.  Through an
intensive week of activities, we hope that these
short-term researcher visits both raise the
visibility of the both URIs’ activities, spark new
connections across Durham around key research
areas, and offer new networks for colleagues to
grow interdisciplinary projects sparked through
these conversations.
In early October, in conjunction with the Centre
for Visual Arts and Cultures (CVAC) we hosted a
roundtable ‘Thinking through photographs’ with
historian and visual anthropologist Professor
Elizabeth Edwards (de Montfort University), and
Durham's Professor of German and Visual Culture,
Jonathon Long, political anthropologist Professor
Nayanika Mookherjee and Professor of the History
of Visual Culture, Christina Riggs.

With the Durham Global Security Institute (DGSI)
and the department of Anthropology, the IAS co-
convened the film screening of ‘The Ice Cream
Sellers’ (2021), and discussion with the film’s
director, Sohel Rahman. Set in a Rohingya camp,
the film gave an insightful context to the
Rohingya refugee community and their lives in
Bangladesh, several years on from the onslaught
of violence they experienced in 2017.

‘Visualising Worlds: approaches to the study of
figurative forms’ was an interdisciplinary
workshop with renowned French anthropologist
Philippe Descola (Collège de France), organised
by the department of Anthropology in
collaboration with the IAS and CVAC. The
workshop allowed colleagues and in particular
postgraduate researchers to come together and
engage with aspects of his work from the
perspective of their own research, and to engage
with issues ranging from visual representations of
conflicts, photographic ecologies, memory and
images, material transformations, aesthetics and
mathematics, and medical images. 

Instigated this year, and to formally launch in
2023/24, we will host an annual cycle of art
exhibitions in our Seminar Room, which will
compliment one or more IAS Major Projects. This
years’ project Opportunities in Pollution will host
an exhibition and joint talk by artist Stephen
Livingstone on the effects of pollution on seabirds
and how this has become a major citizen science
project across the coast of Northern Europe. 

We also reached out this year and became
involved with Durham’s Flourish programme led
by Professor Jane Macnaughton (with Andrew
Moss from RIS), as well as the Research Staff
Association (RSA) led by Dr Ladan Cockshut. We
hosted the Michaelmas term RSA meeting and
gave a talk about the importance of
interdisciplinary working for gaining different
perspectives, providing scrutiny and growing big
ideas.

Several showcase events were held in the IAS to
highlight our work and projects to the University
including members of UEC and Directors of Research.  

Cosin’s Hall and Our Space
Our hub and home in Cosin’s Hall on Palace Green
continues to provide a unique space to support
Durham’s research culture and the generation of new
and exciting research ideas. We have welcomed a broad
community into Cosin’s Hall, using our facilities and our
hot desk potential. We had a very busy year of
activities, particularly as we returned to a full in-person
Fellowship. We hosted workshops, seminars, lectures,
research conversations, showcase events, film showings,
receptions and meetings.  Our major investment in our
Seminar Room and its equipment allowed a full hybrid
approach and it proved a well-timed investment to our
capabilities. 
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 People

During the year we hosted 17 Fellows. We also
welcomed 19 project investigators from Anthropology;
Government and International Affairs; Education;
Marketing and Management; Physics; Computer
Science; History; Psychology; Geography; and
Sociology. 

IAS Fellows pursued research collaboration with the
leads of the major projects, or independently with other
members of Durham Faculty, which included giving
seminars and lectures, and workshops. 

IAS Fellows
Professor Catherine Besteman, Colby College
Dr Christiaan De Beukelaer, University of Melbourne
Professor Stefan Brink, University of Cambridge
Dr Nikita Chiu, University of Exeter
Professor Philippa Collin, Western Sydney University
Professor Johannes Endres, University of California
Riverside
Professor Margit Fauser, Ruhr-Universität Bochum 
Dr Beatriz Bustos Gallardo, University of Chile
Professor Khalil Hanna, Graduate Engineering School of
Chemistry of Rennes
Professor Robert Hassan, University of Melbourne
Dr David Kneas, University of South Carolina 
Professor Elizabeth Povinelli, Columbia University
Professor Uwe Schlink, Helmholtz Centre for
Environmental Research
Professor Michael Schutz, McMaster University
Professor Jacqueline Stevens, Northwestern University 
Professor Ramesh Subramaniam, Universiti Malaya
Professor Katrin Tiidenberg, Tallinn University

IAS Staff

IAS Directors
Professor Alexander Easton, Director
Professor Karen Johnson, Co-Director, Science
Professor Gretchen Larsen, Co-Director, Business
Professor Nayanika Mookherjee, Co-Director, Social
Sciences and Health
Professor Patrick Zuk, Co-Director, Arts and Humanities

Administration
Ms Linda Crowe, Institute Manager
Ms Julia Angel, Administrator

IAS Associate Fellows
Dr Kavi Abraham, Government and International
Affairs 
Dr Noura Al Moubayed, Computer Science
Dr Mauro Bambi, Economics 
Professor Robert Barton, Anthropology
Professor Robert Baxter, Biosciences 
Dr Eamonn Bell, Computer Science
Dr Nelly Bencomo, Computer Science
Professor Susanne Braun, Management and Marketing 
Professor Gavin Bridge, Geography
Dr Miro Cafolla, Physics
Dr Alexander Campolo, Geography
Dr Atanu Chaudhuri, Durham Business School 
Dr David Chivers, Economics and Finance
Professor Zanna Clay, Psychology   
Professor Alexandra Cristea, Computer Science 
Waylon Cunningham, Reuters
Professor Olga Demetriou, School of Government and
International Affairs  
Dr Eric Egan, Music
Professor Tuomas Eerola, Music
Professor Helen Fenwick, Law 
Dr Alice Finden, Government and International Affairs 
Dr Sol Gamsu, Sociology
Professor John Paul Gosling, Mathematical Sciences
Professor Chris Greenwell, Chemistry
Professor Mariann Hardey, Durham Business School  
Dr Patrick Jachyra, Exercise and Sports Sciences  
Professor Simon James, English Studies 
Dr Kimberley Jamie, Sociology
Dr Hannah King, Sociology
Dr Jeremy Kendal, Anthropology
Professor Elisabeth Kirtsoglou, Anthropology
Dr Liam Liburd, History
Professor Jonathan Long, Modern Languages and
Cultures
Professor William Lucy, Law
Dr Alpár Mészáros, Mathematical Sciences
Dr Karolina Nieberle, Psychology 
Professor Claudia Nitschke, Modern Languages and
Cultures
Dr James Osborn, Physics 
Dr Markian Prokopovych, History
Dr Rille Raaper, Education 
Professor Debbie Riby, Psychology 
Professor Jim Ridgway, Education
Dr Helen Roche, History
Dr Margarita Staykova, Physics
Professor Philip Steinberg, Geography
Professor Julie-Marie Strange, History
Dr Edmund Thomas, History
Professor Tammi Walker, Psychology
Professor John Williams, Government and International
Affairs
Professor Binghan Zheng, Modern Languages and
Cultures
Dr Xiaotong (Janey) Zheng, Marketing and
Management
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https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/karen-johnson/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/business/our-people/gretchen-larsen/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/nayanika-mookherjee/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/patrick-zuk/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/linda-crowe/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/julia-angel2/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/kavi-j-abraham/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/noura-al-moubayed/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/business/our-people/mauro-bambi/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/r-a-barton/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/robert-baxter/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/eamonn-bell/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/nelly-bencomo/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/business/our-people/susanne-braun
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/g-j-bridge/
tps://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/clodomiro-cafolla/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/alexander-campolo/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/business/our-people/atanu-chaudhuri/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/business/our-people/david-chivers
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/zanna-e-clay/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/alexandra-i-cristea/
https://www.iasdurham.org/people/waylon-cunningham/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/olga-demetriou/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/e-s-egan/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/tuomas-eerola/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/h-m-fenwick/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/alice-e-finden/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/sol-j-gamsu/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/john-paul-gosling/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/chris-greenwell/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/business/our-people/mariann-hardey/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/patrick-jachyra/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/s-j-james/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/kimberly-jamie/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/hannah-king/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/jeremy-kendal/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/elisabeth-kirtsoglou/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/liam-liburd/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/j-j-long/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/w-n-lucy/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/alpar-r-meszaros/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/karolina-w-nieberle/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/claudia-nitschke/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/james-osborn/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/markian-prokopovych/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/rille-raaper/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/deborah-riby/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/jim-ridgway/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/helen-b-roche/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/margarita-staykova/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/philip-steinberg/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/julie-marie-strange/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/e-v-thomas/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/tammi-walker/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/j-c-williams/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/binghan-zheng/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/business/our-people/xiaotong-zheng/


Chapters

Outputs
The IAS hosted, facilitated, or supported supported a large number of
events and activities during the year. These included a lecture series, a
range of research development meetings, seminar series, film
screenings, research conversations and many workshops. 

Articles

Books
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young female climate leaders’, Australian Journal of Political Science. 

Besteman, C., Hylton, L (2023) ‘The Case for Second Chances: a pathway to decarceration in Maine’, Maine Law
Review, 76(1), pp. 65.

Chiu, N (2023) ‘Orbis Non Sufficit – Co-operation and Discord in Global Space and Disarmament Governance’,
Hague Journal of Diplomacy.

Collin, P., et al. (2023) Guidebook for Youth Engagement in Health Research.  Westmead: Wellbeing Health and
Youth CRE.    

Collin, P., Gordon, F. (2023) ‘Children and Young People Contesting Citizenship’, in  Wyn, J., Cahill, H., Cuervo, H.
(eds.) Handbook of Children and Youth Studies. Singapore: Springer.

De Beukelar, C (2022) ‘Shipping Must Accelerate its Decarbonisation Efforts – and now it has the opportunity to
do so’, The Conversation, 06/12/22.

Foxhall Forbes, H (2023) ’Creating Knowledge and Knowing Creation in Theological and Scientific Writing in Late
Antique Western Christendom’, in Ayres, L., Champion, M.W., Crawford, M.R. (eds.) The Intellectual World of Late
Antique Christianity: Reshaping Classical Traditions. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 705-728.

Fulminante, F (2023) The Rise of Early Rome: Transportation Networks and Domination in Central Italy, 1050–500
BC. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  

Gerrard, C. (2022) ‘Property and Commons’ in Graham, N., Davies, M., Godden, L. (eds.) The Routledge Handbook
of Property, Law, and Society. London and New York: Routledge Taylor Francis.

Graham, N., Davies, M., & Godden, L.  (2023) The Routledge Handbook of Property, Law and Society. London and
New York: Routledge Taylor Francis.

Graver, HP (2023) Valiant Judges, Iniquitous Law. Abingdon: Routledge.

Le Nagard, L., Brown, A.T., Dawson, A., Martinez, V.A,. Poon, W.C.K., Staykova, M (2022) ‘Encapsulated Bacteria
Deform Lipid Vesicles into Flagellated Swimmers’, Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences (PNAS),
119(34), pp. 1-7.

Liu, G., Usman, M., Luo, T., Biard, P., Lin, K., Greenwell, H. C., & Hanna, K. (2023) ‘Retention and transport of PFOA
and its fluorinated substitute, GenX, through water-saturated soil columns’, Environmental Pollution, 337, Article
122530.

Mahr, J.B., van Bergen, P., Sutton, J., Schacter, D.L., Heyes, C. (2023) ‘Mnemicity - A Cognitive Gadget?’,
Perspectives on Psychological Science.

Moreira, T., Marshall, J., & Staykova, M. (2023) ‘Engaging Publics in Imagining the Future of Engineered Living
Materials’, Matter, 6(8), pp. 2467-2470.

Petit, C (2023)  Scelerati. Antiques, sadiques et diaboliques. Paris: Les Belles Lettres.

Prest, J. (2023) Public Theatre and the Enslaved People of Colonial Saint-Domingue. Cham: Palgrave McMillan.

Raaper, R., Hardey, M., Aad, S (2023) ‘Student Influencers: what do we know about them?’, WONKHE, 06 03 23.

Ridgway, Jim., and Ridgway, Rosie. (2022) ‘Civic Statistics in Context: mapping the Global evidence ecosystem’ in
J. Ridgway (ed.) Statistics for Empowerment and Social Engagement: teaching civic statistics to develop informed
citizens. Springer.

Sutton, D (2023) ‘Robust Food Cultures, Tacit Knowledge, and the Abstractions of Contemporary Neoliberal
Culture’ in Mihalache, I., & Zanoni, E. (eds), Handbook of Food and Material Culture. London: Bloomsbury.

Turner, C. (2022) ‘International Law and the Securitisation of Peacemaking: On Chapter VII, the Security Council
and the Mediation Mandate in Yemen’, Journal of Conflict and Security Law, 28(1), pp. 161-186.

Stevens, J (2023) ‘Solidarities of Citizenship’, Frontiers of Political Science, 5.

Sutton, D (2022) 'Tacit and Embedded as Forms: a tropological approach to neoliberalism', Anthropological
Theory. 
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Looking Ahead

In 2023/24 we will support three major interdisciplinary
projects: Understanding Offence explores ‘Offence’ as a
phenomenon, and what is involved in giving and taking
offence, and the challenges for society in attempting to
regulate offensive speech and behaviours. It involves 12
academic departments and will be led by Professor
Patrick Zuk (Modern Languages and Cultures) and
Professor Helen Fenwick (Law), a leading expert on
human rights law and issues pertaining to freedom of
expression. 

Led by Dr Helen Roche (History) Abusing Antiquity will
provide fresh understandings of the appropriation of
Greco-Roman antiquity from the beginning of the
twentieth century onwards, demonstrating how
appropriations of the classical world contribute to the
past’s potential to polarise us in the present day. 

Justice and Artificial Intelligence headed up by
Professor William Lucy (Law) and Dr Noura Al-
Moubayed (Computer Science), addresses a number of
legal and ethical issues raised by reliance upon deep
neural networks and cognate technologies as decision-
making tools in many aspects of society. It is
particularly concerned with the ways in which these
technologies might create and foster injustice and
examines a number of technical means by which such
injustice might be redressed or prevented.

A small project will also run in Michaelmas term: In
Absence of Others which focusses on aloneness at
work, and the many forms it can take, especially in
modern work life, connecting psychological,
management, and sociological perspectives to uncover
when and why leaders experience different forms of
aloneness at work; how these experiences are linked to
broader themes in the organization and society, and
how different experiences of aloneness at work are
shaping and be shaped by leaders’ identities.

Research Development
Projects
We also look forward growing and supporting more
emerging ideas, and exploratory and development work
with our Durham colleagues. We will support the
following Research Development Projects in 2023/24.

Stealing Secrets? Intelligence theory and the
open society looks 

What is the role of the archive in decolonising the
university?

ALTS: AI-enabled Legal Technologies and their
Consequences on Society

Archaeology of the Dispossessed 

Examining the interconnections between physical
health, mental health and physical activity with
neurodivergent youth 

Walking as a Research Method

Pedagogies of Dispossession - South Asia
Research Group

Find out more about these exciting new projects and 
their leads at durham.ac.uk/research/institutes-and-
centres/advanced-study/projects/development-
projects/.  
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https://www.durham.ac.uk/research/institutes-and-centres/advanced-study/projects/current-projects/understanding-offence-delimiting-the-unsayable/#d.en.975914
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/patrick-zuk/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/h-m-fenwick/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/helen-b-roche/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/research/institutes-and-centres/advanced-study/projects/current-projects/abusing-antiquity-a-transnational-study-on-the-use-of-the-classical-past-to-support-and-legitimise-extremist-racist-and-heteronormative-politics/#d.en.975932
https://www.durham.ac.uk/research/institutes-and-centres/advanced-study/projects/current-projects/justice-and-artificial-intelligence-/#d.en.975907
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/w-n-lucy/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/staff/noura-al-moubayed/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/research/institutes-and-centres/advanced-study/projects/current-projects/in-absence-of-others-how-managers-daily-solitude-and-loneliness-at-work-informs-their-identity-well-being-and-behaviors/#d.en.976101
https://www.durham.ac.uk/research/institutes-and-centres/advanced-study/projects/development-projects/stealing-secrets-intelligence-theory-and-the-open-society/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/research/institutes-and-centres/advanced-study/projects/development-projects/archives-and-decolonial-pedagogy-unearthing-narratives-transforming-education/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/research/institutes-and-centres/advanced-study/projects/development-projects/alts-ai-enabled-legal-technologies-and-their-consequences-on-society/#d.en.1322415
https://www.durham.ac.uk/research/institutes-and-centres/advanced-study/projects/development-projects/archaeology-of-the-dispossessed/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/research/institutes-and-centres/advanced-study/projects/development-projects/examining-the-interconnections-between-physical-health-mental-health-and-physical-activity-with-neurodivergent-youth/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/research/institutes-and-centres/advanced-study/projects/development-projects/walking-as-a-research-method/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/research/institutes-and-centres/advanced-study/projects/development-projects/south-asia-research-group-at-durham/#d.en.1692883
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